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THE WAYES 
OF THE 


CROSSE 


The way to true knowledge, 


Written in French, and tranflated 
into English. 


Non judicavi me aliquid inter vos {cire 
‘nifi Jesum & bun crucifixum. 
1. Cor. 2. 
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TO HIS WORTHY. 
DEAR FRIENDS 
Mr. WILLIAM THOMPSON, 
Marchand in Bruxelles. 
AND | | 
Mrs. MARIE THOMPSON, 
His WiFE. 


PS, & afflictions with | 
Foy. acompofed K&e= ff 
CX) quall heart,to take 





Saviour, may very well be 
ftyled the art of arts &fcience 
of fciences, the true way to 
knowledge , & therefore St. 
Paul had reafontotelius son 
a 3 jue 








judicavi me aliquid fcire inter 






















vos nif Jesum (& hunc crucifi- 
xum , I did not judge I knew any 
thing but onely, Jesus & him 
crucified, this was the onely 
knowledge & in comparifon 
of this all other is bur mere 
ignorance. Thisfcience like. 
wife may very properlie be 
{tyled a heavenlie fcience,fin- 
ce itcame downe from hea- 
ven, & was left here below 
by che maker of heaven & 
earth, to carrie us, asit for- 
merlie did him, from earth to 
heaven; how much paines, 
howmany toilefome difficul- 
ties muft be undergone to at- 


tain to: the knowledge of o- 


ther humane {ciences ? This 
facred 











facred art is taught without 
expence or labour, this one 
onely thing is required in leat 
ning ofit, to be willing tolearnes 
ie dothnot fill large volumes 
with copious precepts & fub- 
tile difcourfes &difputations, 
but onely fweetely inflils this 
one maxime into the hearts of 
its fchollars Take up your Croffe 
whatfoever it is (© follow me. 
This isthe fumme & epitome 
of this heayenlie fciencé, — 
which will not much wearie 
the memory or furpafle the 
reach & underftanding of the 
meaneft capacitie. And the 
way to this knowledge, 
which I pretend to show in 
this little treatife, | ea 
te 












fitt to dedicate, to you, my 
very good friends, for feveral 
reafons, which | unwillinglie 
shall pafle overin filence , & 
mentionthis one oneélie mo- 
tive knowing that after you 
have for many yeares paf- 
fed on in the wayes of the 
world, & found them to be 
as void of peace & quiet- 
neffe as of true knowledge ; 
you now determind to lay a- 
fide all fecular cares, & take 
care of your owne falvation, 
as you have before of your 
deareft Childrens, I looked 
upon my felfas firmely obli- 
ged out of gratitude for your 
manifold favours which from 
time to time you have hea- 
ped 





pedupon me, tolend you a 
little helpe to the performan- 
ce of fo |audable & religious 
adefigne, & show you in this 
little traét the true way to 
obtain what you fo earneftlie 
aime at quietnefle, temporall 
& eternal happineffe, this is 
arrived unto if we will beleive 
him that had experienced it 
himfelf our B. Redeemer, by 
bearing our Crofles tofite j1- 
guus meum fuper vos, take my 


yoake upon youfaies this divine — 


maifter ; & what was his yoa- 


ke but his crofle , @ invenictis 


requiem animabus veftris, © you 
shall findreft & repos peace & 
contentment to your foules. This 
ismy intent, & I hope you 

will 































will accept ofit, as of the fin- 
cereft & realleft demonftra- 
tion of my gratefull hear, 
which my meane abilities will 
permite me co afford you, & 
thinke your felf fome what 
requited forall your kindnef- 
fetome, ifthefe my firft la- 
boursin this kind may be the 
Pyramides wherin it may e- 
ternally find a monument of 
thankfullnefle , & all the 
world may read that Divine 
& humane peace & happinef- 
fe confifts in bearing the crof- 
fe, & fuffeting afflictions & 
paines: which that they may 


prove to bee 
Your Gratefull fervant will 
never ceafe to pray 
I. S.S.I. 
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Here is none can very 
wel doubt but thar the 
eyza~ (cience of the croffe is 
Ee Ya an hidden myftery , 
i, fince.the divine mord 
~ it felf doth intimate (0 
much , when by the mouth of his Apoftle 
hedothtell us, it was a [candal to the 
jewes G foolishneffe to the gcntiles., 
bids us take care we be not deceived for 
he that is wife in the eyes of the wporld, 
isa foole inthe fight of the creatour of 
the world, for to be wifeinthe fight of 
God we muft he as infcnfatein the eyes 
of the world, whofe thou ns ave nothing 
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P.R.E-F. A.C E, 
-elfebut pure vanitie, whofe wifdome is 
rejected Ly him that bids ws not truft 
in men nor in their fentiments which 
are nothing elfe but illufions; nor in their 
good opinion forthat is but a cheate ; nor 
in their judgement for that w nothing 
but errour & miftake;and what wonder 
is it, it thould be {o, fince thofe‘that ap- 
proached fo.near the eternal light it [elf, 
the incarnate-w ifedome , never compre~ 
hended the fecret of this myfterious 
knowledge , but lay in the darke cloude 
of ignorance untill the coming of the ho~ 
ly Ghoft did'difpellit from their eyes for 
when.this [on of the Eternal father was 
about todifcouer this fecret to them the 
holy Gofpell tells us , that their thoughts 
weretakén up with points of honour, cy” 
‘that in that {elf [ame time they would 
needs know which was tobe the greateft 
amongft thembow then can we expect 
that thofe shat are fo far [eparated 
fron 


ei dete 




















PREFACE, 
from that effentiall light & plunged inte 
the abyfjes of darkneffe should ever un 
devftand the fecret of this hidden wi- 
Sedome , although they have fpent their 


houres © dayes in the long & tedious — 


courfes of divinitie ¢& philofophie , & 
have learnt @ taught the hicheft 
{ciences humane witt can reach too , for 
defire of honcur , & lave of themfelves 
ahich is alerayes found in their heaves 


#4 formal-oppofition to the knowledce 


of this iny/terie, which is not beftowed 
upon thofethat place their joy c& fatis~ 
fattionin theefteem & applaufe of men, 
© endeavour by alwayes imaginable to 


procure.contenttotheir minds @ bodies 


Defpifings & contemnings which are 


“theif fats ofthe raft can rl 


‘be feenamidft the glitterings of honours 
© renowne, griefes & fufferances can- 
‘not be knowne amidft the commodious 
entertainements of a delicate G eafy 
A’ 2 life, 





PYRIFAFIATC  B, 
life , dainty cloathes , downy beds, 
fumptuous boushould ftuff , good cheer 
avebut as fo many thick clouds which 
rob us of the fight of the croffe, of the 
knowledge of that God that 1s cruci- 
fie upon it for to teach us a contrary 
practife ; alas what reference hath the 
yaine. Odeceitfull fiveetneffeof a vaine 
e deceitful world to the hardneffe of 
that (alutiferous woed which though in- 
fenfible refufed to be carried by Heraclius 
the Emperour untill he had layd downe 
his royall robes @ putt on a more poore 
efimplehabitt, Learne then you great 
Philofophers , you towring |pirits which 
find fornch efteem fo much admiration 
among ft vaine & foolith creatures, lear- 
nel fay that your wifedome is but folly 
your knowledge ignorance your ftudies 
vanity ; learne to be low , to be little to 
be meane &% contemptible , for this is the 
way totrue wifcdome , fince God hides 
his 

























| PREFACE. 

his fecret myfteries fromthe prudent & 
the wife, C7 reveales thems to little ones, 
Learne from this little tratt which for 
that intent Ihave called the may to true 
wifedome , the true @& falutiferous 
knowledge, the knowlege of the. Croffe, 
the knowledge of a Crucified God. 








| 








2) 


mK 














































(7) | 
PeOSNES IESE | 


FIRST MAXIME. 

CAP. I. | 

That we muft all neceffarily go on in 
the waye of the Croffe. 


. Here is no wayes no 
<4 meanes , no evafion 

< oF fophiftry by which 
we may avoid the for- 
cible ftrength of this 
truth, for it is an oracle pronunced 
by the mouth of the holy Ghoft it 
felfe , that we muft enter into the 
Kingdome of God through many 
tribulations , & to fpeake the truth 
the qualitie of a finner of its owne 


nature requires neceflarily fuffe= 
A 4 ran- 




















(8) 
rances & torments , for God that 
is moft juft, cannot fufferthe leat 
crime to go unpunished, but he 
muft needs chaftife the offender 
cither in this or the other lif fin= 
cethenall men have finned it muft 
neceflarly follow they are neceffi- 
tated & forced to bearthe crofle, 
But befides this the qualitie [f- 
kewife of a Chriftian doth not 
permitt one thould be exempteel 
from croffes & fufferances , for if 
the adorable Jefus , the head of the 
faithfull that make up but one 
body with him hath fuffered to en« 
ter by that means into his glory 
as the divine word doth attefi unto 
us, with far greater reafon the parts 
of this body ought fo be tormen- 
ted; in the natural bodie if the 
head be in an iff difpofition all the 
rcft of the parts partake of its mis- 3 


hap 




























(9) 
hap & peines, & what apearance is 
there thatthe King should not en- 
ter into his kingdome which be 
longs to himby right & title 5 but 
through ftripes & wounds , & that 
aflave of the infernal fpirits , that 
hath deferved a thonfand hells, 
should poffeffe ic without the ‘le- 
aft peine or trouble. Where Jam 
adjoined our facred mafter , my 
fervant shall likewife be, & it is but 
jut & reafonable & there is no. 
‘way to avoid it or do otherwayes, 
‘how can the head go-one way & 
the reft_of the parts another, for 
they cannot do it unleffe they be 
feparated fromit , & then “they 
would be wholly without motion, 
without life; dead & noyfome; of 
what then do we'thinke when we 
thinke to dive without crofles & 
troubles; but of imp offibilities 3 
: : A 5 _the 















_ Cre) 
the greateft folly of the world. For 
he that dos not cary his croffe af- 
ter me cannot be my. difciple ; he 
doth not fay ic.is very difficile & 
hard but he cannot be my difciple, 
if the fuperiour of a houfe faiesa 
holy & learned. Perfon thould be 
the firft at his prayers & other ex- 
ercifes ; whilft the fubjeQts  & 
fervants ly lazing in their bed, wit- 
hout doubt & that with reafon 
too, hewould be angry : much 
more furely our faviour being the 
firft atthe crofle , willnot be con- 

























tented if he fee.us unwilling to keep.- 


him companie. 

Not Onely the gualitie of a. 
Chriftian, but the qualitie of atrue 
& reall happy & perf @ Chrittian. 
makes the way of the crofle necef- 
fary to all, for firltcrofles are ne- 
ecflarie for us in what eftate 

} fon 































Cir) 
condition foeuer we'bein, for thes. 
re is none that have not need co fa- 
tisfie the diying jaflice for their in- 
numerable fins. & imperfections 
& joine their fatisfaétion with the 
{atisfactions of their redeemer,who 
though he hath aboundantly fatis- 
fied. requires. fomething..on our 
partas.anece fTaric condition to ap- 
ply thofe infinite treafures to Our 
fouls & fince we have deferveda 
thoufand hells & to be banished 
fro the beloyed prefence of our 
eternal Father, we have no reafon 
to wonder if we endure peines & 
defolations durcing the courfe of a 
life that paffis away in a moment 
of time. Secondly we have alwayes 
need of being purged of our im- 
perfections , there is alayes lome- 
thingin usto be purified, & God 
almightie as the Matter Goldfinith 
A 6 draws 





Pan Gs 2 
draws his workefrom, timé to time 
out of the fire, to try & fee whither 
or no it be perfect & fit for his 
hand, & being not perfectly ae- 
complished he cafts it again & 
again into the fournaife. The 
whole courfé of our life is but 2 
noviccship, & we shall not make 
profe(lion of an entire & total 
perfection untill we have left this 
life & with it all fort of miferies. 
Thirdly if we were already perfec& 
& good Chriftians if we were 
Saints, afflictions are neceflarie to 
Keepe us fo , itis the fentiment of 
St. Gregorie who tells usthat he 
that isthe moft rapt up in contem- 
plation,is moft of all troubled with 
tentation, the example of St. Paul 
is an undoubted teftimonie of this 


irrefragable veritie , itis this, that 
b 


brisgs it to pafle fometimes , (ac- 


gor 















































ery) 
cording te the eesti of the fei 
fame father ) that we find the’grea~ 
teft peine in that thing we thought 
tohave made the centre of our re= 
pofe from whence is clear that the 
Prophet {aid well Thowhaft turned 
top(y turvy his bed in his infirmitie , as 
if he, would have! faid -All that 
which oftentimes we ordain for our 
reft & repofe , you make for our 
peine, for our trouble & difcon- 
tent. Thirdy crofles, torments, 
contradictions are neceflarie , be- 
eaufe they conduceto the augmen- 
ation & encreafe of Grace ; of the | 
love of God , of meritt , of Glory, | 
from whence it proceeds that God 
beftowes a Good part upon thofe 
foules upon which he hath great 
defignes. Itisthus he hath alwayes 
behaved himfelf with the greatefs 
Saints. & moft beloved friends , 
ap On 


ws 

























4 
‘upon who he frift be ftowes his gra- 


ey 





ces & favours & afterwards heapes 
upon them troubles & difgraces, & 
itis reported of a certain holy Per- 
fon thot our Saviour did recom-. 
penfe his pafled forrows with re- 
doubling new matter of griefe , & 
with very. good reafon., for 
who doth not know:that trees the. 
more they.are shaken by. the win-. 
de , lay-deeper rootes, thatthe in-. 
cenfe doth'not caftits odour forth ; 
untillit be caft fir into fire , that- 
the vine is worth little unleffe it - 
be lopt , the fon of God hath not 
he putt the confummation of our - 
falvation ,in theconfummation of - 
his fufferances & the dereli@ion 
even of his Eternal: father , all his. 
holy life was {pent in trouble in 
croffes, foreither he (uffered aQual- 
ly by exteriour peines, or his fou- 
| Ie. 








(15°) 
le was afflictid with the lively. view 
& reprefentation of them , & that 
_ with fuch a conftant firmneffe that 
~ uponthe mount thaborit felfwhen 
his glorie made a deluge. of joy 
upon all his powers &, faculties 
both fuperiour &. inferiour & 
wrought its wonders even upon his 
Garments, in place of ftaying his 
{pirit upon fo delightfull an-objec, , 
he diverts his thoughts & places 
them upon the contemplation of © 
his crofles- & his fufferances, to 
teach usthat fenfible joyes are not™ 
fitc for. this life which. is noshing - 
elfe butavalley of miferie & teares, 
& when he came to dye, he did not: 
permitt the love of the croffeto die 
with him, burihis fide muft be op- 
ned by the sharpe launce & the ho- 
Jy Eucharift muft be.a continuall, 
reprefentation & remembrance e 
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(16) 

his: pa(fion, & becaufe this muft 
end with the end of the world,’ he 
hath ‘referved’his wounds for ‘all 
eternitie, to let us know that hisin- 
clinations to fuffer did not end with 
his fuffrances but endured al- 
wayes. 

But! know fome will be ready to 
fay that it was neceffary for our Sa- 
viour to fuffer, becauf he came 
into the world to fatisfie for us & 
to take all ourdebts upon him & 
pay our fcore but furely this is a 
ftrange & inconceivable way of 
arguing , the maifter, the ‘lord, 
the fon, the King, nay God of in- 
finite perfeGion muft faffer & the 
efclave , the vallet, the fubje&; the 
creature, the nothing, & what js 


~ below nothing the finner mut go 


fcottfree , asific were his affair to 
do nothing elfe but enjoy pleafant- 
nefle 





























(17) | 

‘nefle joye & {at'sfaion’, but ou¥ 
‘divine mafter hath raught us aqui- 
tes contrary leffon & tells us in 
plain termes , ifany one will follow 
‘me'iet him- renounce himfelf & 
-carry his crofie. He doth-not ex- 
cept any condition whatfoever’, if 
‘we go even to the origine of the 
‘world, & defcend from age to age 
‘ull ourlaft & worltyeares , & con- 
fidéer with attention what hath’ paf- 
-fed in the laws of nature , the writ~ 
ten law & the law of grace we 
shall findtharall have patled by the 
Croffe. If you fee an Abel thatis 
-pleafing to. God, you willvar the 
dame time fee a°Cain that doth per- 
fecute him to death, & Abraham 
fo. greata friéd muft, be broughtto 
the laft proofe by an order which 
he receivesto facrifice his onely be- 
gotten fon ,Job muftbe pein 
tne 






















(18) 
the feate of a dunghill, in a moft 


deplorable condition, defpifed & 
contemned of his cheifeft friends ge: 


| 


deareft acquaintance ,. derided by: 


his owne {poufe in the lofle: of all! 
his Goods: & his loving: children... | 
Moyles: muft have a: Pharoly, &: | 
David an: Abfolom.: Elias a Jefa-— 
Bel, Tobie muft loofe what is moft: 


pretious to all, his fight. Sr. John: 
Baptift muft have an Herod. Nay 





if we chanceto find even little in- | 


nocents that are fice for heaven, 


they muft go thither through the | 


rivers-of their owne blood , & the | 


weaknefle of their age & debilitie 
of bodie will not exempt them 
from bearing their Croffe , f our 
faviour hath two intimate friends 
St. John & St. Marie Magdalene 
they muft accompany him tothe 
Croffe , & there drinke of the cup 

| which 

















: (19) 

which his father bad prefented bias 
| withall; nay ifhe hath but one Mo- 
lther she likewife muft be over- 
} whelmed in a fea of bitterneffe , her 
| name muft fignify. Mare Amaruin , 2 
| bitcer fea , an ocean of. afliction. 

We muft conclude then with the 
| fon of God, thatthe Good & {e- 
| cure way to happinefle is to follow 
| him & his faints & that we are not 
‘comeinto this world for any. other 
intent then to fuffer with him , & 
— muft not be aftonisht at the coura- 
ge of that faint that cryed out , ei 
ther fuffer or die, as muchas if she 
had faid, fufferances is the affair 1 
“came to employ my felfin , & the- 
| -reforeifl fufferno more I muft of 
neceflitie leave the world 
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(20) e. 
CHAPTER It. 


‘Croffes ave a-marke of Pradeftinatiog 
And of an high Predeftination 


s Eternitie, A.ternitie, how 
much do you. concerne us 
mortals & yet how little do you 
enter intothe.toinds of men , their 
blindneffe is fo deplorable,that they 
are al wayes pléged inthe thoughts 
of that which pafles & never. fo 
much as caft the leaft glimpfe upon 
what is everlafting. O. Aiternitie, 
all forts & conditions of men muft 
enter into you & never come out 
again & although they cannot 
comprehend you , you will com- 
prehend- them in’ thofe aby fles 
which shall know no bottome , no 
end, no limits ; here itis every one 
muft 


























(21) 
imuaftrake juft meafures , for if we 
once miftake here:, weshall loofe 
‘without any recall ,wharaco mfort 
is itthen to have fome affurance of 
a bleffed & happy Eternitie ; but 
this you have when'you are in af 
fiGion, intribulation, in crofles, 
| for our faviour who is the eternal 
| wifedome & cannot miftake tells 

us Beatiquilugent, happy are thofe 
that weepe, happy are thofe that 
fuffer any thing that may caufe tea- 
res &the Apoftle Difciple of this 

reat mafter will tellus, .thac who- 
{oever God hath predeftinated to 
be faved they mutt be comforma- 
bleto the Image of our Saviour {o 
that the true & genuine marke of 
predeftination is to be found in 
the refemblance which we shall ha- 
vewith the fon of God. Let us caft 


our eyesthen upon this divine.ori- 
| ginal 









(a2) 


‘ginal to become true copies , & let: | 


us feefrom timeto time how we re= 
femble him, this is that which our 
rule of falvation commands us to 
obferve , afloon as ever the fcriptu- 
re had declaredthe fon of God to 
be what he was the beloved of his 
father it tells us that prefently he 
was carried by an impulfe of the {pi- 
rit into the defert , amongft the 
wilde beafts , to fuffer & endure 
hardships & difficulties , if we aske 
the felf fame divine perfon that his 
favorite St. John Evangelift should 
fitt with him atthe fame table, he 
firftwill aske if he.can drinke the 
cup he :hath.to give, the cup is a 
neceflarie condition of arriving to 
Aappinefle & therefore Benjamin 
inthe antientlaw who was a figure 
‘of thofe thatwere to be predeftina- 
ted when the others had corne, had 
the 





| 
| 
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(23) 
‘the cup puttinto the mouth of his 
facke , and therefore St. Auftin 
makes no difficultié to tell us that 
he thatis notin rhe number of tho- 
fechat fuffer, is not in the num- 
ber -of thofe ‘that are the chil- 
drervof God ; for we muft not hope 
to obtain the inheritance of heaven 
without we partake of the crofle & 
fwallow downe the bitter drought 
-of the cup, & the reafon of this 
: strath may be this, for there is no fue 
rer & more certain figne that we 
shall be alwayes unitedto God for 
all eternitie , then to be united here 
to him, for when once we have tas 
ted how fweet God almightie is , 
there is hopes we shall never be dif- 
joyned from what we experience fo 
good ,& fo arein a fitt difpofition 
to pafle fro one degree to another 
donee videbitur Deus deorum in sate 
ti 




























wiser (24) 
“thil we shall fee God him felf face 


to face, now becaufe troubles 5) 
crofles & afflictions feparates us 
from allthings that are created & 
that may hinder our union with 
God , one may well fay that they 
area {ure figne of our predeftina- 
tion. Furhermoreit is certain that 
there is no greater figne of predet 
tination then joy & peace in the 
holieGhoft , & thisis onely found 
in the way ofthe crofle, for the dis 
vine trath it felf tells us happy are 
you when you are in affliion ; 
gaudete & exultate , rejoice & be 
glad, & ifour faviour bids us rejoi- 
ce ,hecan eafily performe what he 
commands, for St. Auftin fayes 
da mihi quod jubes, & jube quod vis; 
give me what you command, & 
command what you pleafe, for I 
know if you command be me to 

: be 
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(25) 
_ be glad you will eafilié make mé 
fo, & therefore if our Saviour 
- commands usto be joyefull.in the 
— midft of affliGids he will give what 
_ hecommands , we shal! always find: 
_ joy & peace in them. knew a per= 
fo that being fick found himfelf 
comforted in the peine he fuffred 
— ta-his head by a continual! aver 
_ by entertaining his thoughts with 
the happinefle of fufering & bea! 
ting the croffe, he reprefentedto 
himfelfea generallforfaking of by 
all creatures, a great multitude of 
perfecutions , the loffe of honour 
& of that which is moft pretious 
in this world, he confidered him{elf 
as abandoned by all his friends dif 
graced by all the fervants of God, 
looked upon as an outcaft ofthe 
world & fcorne & derifion of men, 
laftlic he fawhimfelf in fuch a ba- 
: B nish 















brought to the laft extremitie of a 





(26)> | 
rishment of all created goods that 


defperate fickneffe, he could not 
find fo. much as a ftable to lyein, 
not fo much as aglafle of waterto 
quench his thirft, nota perfonto 
afitt:& helpe him , butthat he was 
obliged todycim the midft of the 
ftreets, & thinking & imagining 
all this , he faid he found a Paradifé 
upon earth , he found nothing but 
joy & content, & afterwards in 
length of time when: by the provi- 
dence of the fupreme Governour 
hereally found part of what before 
he imagined hedid proteft , he was 
fo far from changing his mind that 
he foundit more certainly & more 
clearly verified that the happineffe 


_ of this life confifted in fuffring a 


great deale: & do not thinke when 
I {peake of joyes amidft croffes, 
G that 
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. 
that I fpeake contradidtions for 
the Apoftle St. Paul following the 
{entiments of his divine Maifter, 
proteftes that he was not onely fil- 
led with joy inthe midft of his tri- 
bulations , but thar he did fupera- 
bound: & why may we non fay that 
' croffes. & joyes may go hand: in 
hand, for if we have faith but as. a 
graine of muftardifeed we may re- 
move all mountaines. ofdifficulties, 
for a true faith will teach: us, that 
crofles are the moft dear favours 
ofour Creatour , & if we are fully 
perfuaded of the certaintie of this 
truth how isit poflible notto ha- 
ve joy when we are favoured by the 
king of heaven it felf, & that we 
arefo when we are in affliGion is 
clearly convinced by the mouth of 
an angell who told usto , when he 
told Tobie quiaacceptus erat Deo, ne- 
B 2 ceffe 
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ce ffe fuit ut tentatis probaret te. Becau- 
fe thou wertacceptable toGod,the- 


refore it was neceflary that tempta~' 
tion & troubleshould prove & af- 
Aidt you , there is a nectfiary cohe- 


rence between the friendship of 


God & trouble & affliction, how 
then can we doubt but that they 
are matters of joy & content, & 
that we may find {weetnefle in the- 
fe bitter potions, the poore beggar 
rejoices at the obtaining of fome 
great riches , & what riches are to 
be compared to crofles & affli- 


’ Gions , let usimagine to our felves 


the joy ofa mean & abject creature 
elevated to the dignity of a throne; 
of'acrowne & {cepter; The joy of 
marchands after great gaines, of la- 
bourers after a plentifull harveft , 
of generalsafter a vittorious con- 
gueft , of fick after the recoverie of 
| + their 

























7 > ) 
their health , of captives after their 
chaines & their libertie , infine all 
the fubjects of joy imaginable are 
to be found in the embraces of 2 
Crofle ,foras the eloquent S. John 
Cryfoftom affirms, & affures us 
that to fufferis fome thing greater 
then to be Monarch of the Univer- 
fe , thatthe glory of the Apoftlef 
hip muft give place to fuftrances , 
that it is more illuftriousto be loa- 
ded with chainesfor Jesus ,then 
to undergoe the qualitie & dignitie 
of an Evangelift or that of being 
Dodétor of the world,that he would 
very willingly haveleft heaven , ift 
were putt to his choice to come & 
{uffer once more for the God of 
heaven, &the glory. of the Sera- 
phins did not give his ambitious 
mind fo much {cope ofenvie as the 
moft dolefome crofles , for which 
B 3 reafon. 
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‘reafon he eiotioht the divine St. 
“Paul more happy to have bin Im- 
“prifoned, then to have bin rapt up 
‘into the third heavens, & prefers 


the ignominie of the Prince of the 
A poftles loaded with chaines befo- 
re the felicitie of the angel that ca- 
meto free him out of them. Have 


not we reafon then to rejoice in our 
-affli@ions, & in our rejoicing be 


affured that they area figne of our 
predeftination , & not onely ofan 
ordinarie predeftination but of a 


‘moft high & fublime one, the li- 


ving ftones. of which the allpo- 
wertull will build the heavenly. Je- 
rufalem muftbe fmoothed & po- 
lished , as the Church fings, with 
the ftroakes ofaffliction, & in this 
celeftiall citty , all the predeftinate 


“will find their particular manfions, 


whichin proportion to their great- 
. nefle 
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“neffe muft be the more laboured 
~& workt, for the little labour & 


peines we take with a building to 
begin & accomplishe it, isan evi- 
dent figne thatwe intend no great 
matter peice 1 know thefe ftroakes - 
are rude & harsh to nature, but 


without reafon , the Covetous 


Vintner (as Balthazar Alvarez was 
wontto fay) that would be afflicted 
to fee his vineyard deftroyed by’a 
fudden tempeftuous showre,would 
be prefently comforted when he 
should underftand, that every drop 
that fell was a peice of Gold or a 
pretious pearle, every ftorme of af- 
flidtion is as big with drops of Gold 
& jewels, asa Cloude of water; eve- 
ty ftroake that the hammar of 
trouble gives, is a degree of Glory, 
why should we not then be of the 
mind of that holie perfon & make 
B4 our. 
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‘our choife to be what his was,.to 


witt , that if the glorie of God was 
equally to be foundin afflictions & 
confolations he would rather ma- 
Ke choice of fufferings becaufe by 
that meanes be would be fo much 
more like our faviour & by confe- 
quence more fure ofhis Salvation, 
Oh what a shamefull thing it is 
(cries out St. Bernard) to fee-a 
delicate fouldier under a Capitain. 
Crowned withthornes:. 





CHAPTER III. 
The Cauffes of cur Croffes 


T Hefoule of man pushed on 
by a feeret love of its owne 
{elfe intereft is aptto find out rea- 
fous, 
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fons, to oppofe this Dodtrine of 
the Crofle , & enquire whatpleafu- 
re God thatis an infinite goodnef- 
fe can take in the wayes of {uffe- 
rances, &is apt to argue that he 
thatis goodieffe i it felf cannot be 
contented in;any thi ns elfe bat 
doing whasisgood., & heape feli- 
citie upon his dear creatures , his 
defigne when he created ae was 
to-continue him inthe Paradife he 
pete him in & to.give him a_life 
happy in this & the next world. 

But the an{wer to this is eafy , for 
man having voluntarily & of his 
owne accord engaged him {elf in 
fins , he hath likewife engaged him 
felf to faffer thofe peines the juft 
judge thinks fitt to. impofe,upor 
him for them, it isforthis reafon 
God fends us {uifferances asa kind 
father fends bitter medicinesto his 


Bag chil... 











; (34) | 
childe thatis fick , & his intention 


is not to moleft & trouble his child, 
bat fuppofing his maladie, he is 
obliged to do it, & itis his love & 
paternal care that makes him ufe 
fuch rigorous meanes to cure his 
diftempers, & this he doth cither 
to chaftife us & farisfie his divine 


juftice , orto purifie us, or to fan-— 


Cliffe us. 

Firft then we fuffer for our fins 
& is it but juft & reaflonable , & he 
that hath once penetrated the ma- 
lice. of fin will not at all be aftonif- 
hed at it, for it is for fin thar the pei- 
nes of hell muft endure & shall en- 
dure to all eternitie, it is for fin 
that death had its entrie into the 
world, & all the miferies we lament 
when we fee them, & herin God: 
showes his fatherly kindneffe thae 
he. chaftifes us in this world thae 
we 
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we by making good ufeofit, may 


be freed from the torments of the 
next , we may obferve likewife that 
we fometimes shall finde perfons 
ofan eminent fandtitie deftined by 
God almightie to be the victimes 
of hits juftice, & to carry great & 
unheard of peinesto abfolue & de- 
liver a great. number of finners 
fromtheir vices: & critnes, & we 
have an illuftrious example of it ‘in 
the devout Religious Margaret 
Carmelite of Baulne who endured 
extreme paines for the fins of many 
fometimes fuffring for the cove- 
tous , fometimcs for the proud, 
fometimes for the impure, & fo 
making her felfa vitime to the ju- 


flice ofthe almightie for a number. 


of criminels & finners. 

Secondly wefuffer to be washed 
& purified from our fins, & froma 
3 B 6 th os 
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3 SOF 
thofe fpotts & blemishes which 
| they leave'in our foules, the ma- 
Hi lignitie of our nature is: fo great 
| that it cannot be feparated from. 
| evill but by the force & violence of 
| 






















paine & torments if our bodies 
ftand in need of fo. many remedies 

\ | & thofe paintull enough too our 
hi foules have far more need of far 

Hi greater fufferances to be freed of 

far greater diftempers , & it is for 
this reafon thar our foule is fome- 
i times tormented with exceflive af- 
| flictions , & terrible crofles , which 

are neceffary to purge & clean(e ir, 
& more particularly for fome fecret 
& hidden faults, which it did not 
perceive , & thus we read in the life 
of that holy Woman Catheriue of 
i Genua, that she was punished ten 
yeares together by a fecret & un 
Known kind of peine, forthe con- 
as tent 









































tént & fatisfadion she had taken irr 
{piritual graces & favours. 
Weluffer to fan@ifie our fou» 
les which is performed by fepara- 
ting us from all that is bafe & mea- 
ne all that is earthly & impure & 
then uniting us moft nearly with 
God, & in the felf fame propor- 


tion that the f{an@titie of God is 


communicated to the creature, It 
producescither a greater or lefler 
union by ageneral privation ofall 
that which ts incompoflible with 
his puritie; which never falls out 
but with great fufterances & peines, 
for what meanesis there to be fepa- 
rated from himfelf & his inclina- 
tions without {uffering a greatdea- 
Je of paine, of ftrife, of trouble. 
Thus we fee thofe that have an in- 
elination to honours cannot. be 


joind totally to God before they be 


{en 
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feparated from sui love, & this 
can notbe done without paine & 
trouble , & fo of allthe reft of our 
affections, fincethen the goods to 
which thefe affections of ours are 
fixed too are feither exteriour or in 
teriour, fo the feparation from 
them, & the crofles which that. 
brings are eitherexteriour , viz, de- 
privation of health: ftrength ho- | 
nour ,{upport of friends favour of | 
men &c, Or interiour: which be- 
long properly to the foule ir {elf g& 
its operations, & thelé excell the 
others as faras the body doth the 
foule, & thefe shall be the onely: 
fubject of this treatife, partly becau- 
‘fe they are leflethought of or eftee- 
med & partly becaufethey are mo- 
re proper to the eftate of Chri- 
‘fians, 
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CHAPTER IY. 


Of the Paines of the Minde. G’ firft of 
the tentations of infidelitie blaf= 
phemie @& difpaive.. 


\ Certain author hath well ob? 
ferved that as the interiour 
Croiles of Chriftians are an expref- 
fion or imitation of the interiour 
CroflesofJesus-CuristT, & 
_as this life crucified by paines & 
trouble that are not feen, reprefents 
the hidden life of a Deified man fo 
thofe that fuffer thefe croffes are 
the moft beutifullIlmages of our 
divine Saviour. Fhe other martyrs 
have men & angells for their fpecta 
tours, whileft thefe have no body 
to contemplate them , but God 
alone, & this makes, thefe lates & 
cane 





























1 C42) 
; conditions more holy , becaufe | 
i they putt us our ofthe complacen- | 
i | cy of creatures, which can {carce | 


reprove or praife what they do not 
ti know or fee, & they very much 
| furpaffe what all the fufferances 
| the paines of our bodies can give 
| 


SS  Oooe“te=eoam—=®s—_—_—.0 


‘us which are feet & pleafant when 
ii ‘the mind is fatisfied & contented. 
To begin to treate of them it will 
be neceflary to defcend to particu- 
| lars, & firft to fpeake ofthofetrou- | 
7 bles that happen in the temptations | 
| 
: 








of matters of faith. Thofe that have 
had experience of this kind of ten- 
tation do auouch that itis the moft 
rude & hard ofall the reft; in others _| 
| there remains atleaft this comfort | 
K | ofthe thought ofa God, that isto | 
\ fay , the faith & beliefe thatthere is | 
one, but here thedoubr is whither | 
or no there is any , from whente 
then 

















4 
then:cana foule ne finds it felf in 
this condition lookefor any com- 
-fort , from theearth alas that is im- 
‘poflible, from heaven , it thincks 


there isnone , from this prefent li- 


efe it is there where it finds its tor- 


“ments , from thelife to come alas it 


thinks thereis noneto come, &in 





truth this triall is moft ftrangely 
troublefome. 

Yetthofe foules that paffe un- 
der this triall ought notto faint un- 
der the burthen, but rather encou- 
rage themfelves with this , that 
God whois all goodneffe hath car- 
ried the greateft part of the faints 
the felflameway , & in our times 
we have feen the Vertuous Ladie 
Mother de Chantal cry & lamen- 


ting fay, that she was without faith, 


without hope, without charitie. 


We have likewife feen a hely fu- 


peri- 
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| periour of an order very ftri& fo 
Mf far troubled with this tentation that 
he was forced to cry outcontinual- 
ly , I beleive, I beleive » & he that 
was ufed to comfort & fatisfie o- | 
| -thersin their doubts & tentations 
‘| by his f{pirituall advifes & learned 

| treatifes was obliged now to beg of 
thofe that ftood round a bout to 

affure him that he pronounced 

thofe words'I beleive , I beleive, =| 
! What then muft we do in this. 
i troublefome eftate, in this doubr-_ 
ah full condition, nothing elfe but 
| take great carethat we do not rea- 
fon with our adverfary not giving 
way to his fuggeftions when he 
would perfuade us that itis necefla- 
ry & convenientto fearch after reg= 
oy fons & fubtile difeourfes to free us 
| from ir, for experience hath offen 
showne us that this isthe way mo- 


xe 
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‘Wre'to entangle & enveigle us; for if 
once we begin to difpute with this 

J cunning fophifter, you are furely 
caught by his devifes & fophifmes.; 
that great Perfon both for nobilitie 
oe virtue Francis de Sales Prince. & 
| Bishop of Geneva affures us that 
fwithout an extraordinarie helpe 
}from heaven , he had yeilded to a 
}moft fubtile tentation againft an 
article of faith., which he would ne- 
ver difcover to any bodie clfe.,fea- 
‘ring they should be caft into the 
Aelf{ame danger. Allherefies {pring 
from the libertie that we will affu- 
me to our felves to examine the 
truths of our religion relying upon 
eur owne lights, our owne reafo- 
ningsour owne judgement,& what 
isthe produét of both, our private 
interpretation ofthe holie {criptu- 
res of Councells , & the decifions 
res 
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St. Paul who clearly teaches us 
that we should captivate our un- 


derftanding under the obedience’ | 





ofour cheife Paftours againft the 
exprefle doctrine of the Apoftle) 





of faith , for what doth he under- | 


ftand by this captivitie , but that 


the underftanding should quiet &! 


reft it felf under the fincere obe- 
dience of what God reveales to us 
by the Church which is the pillar 
of truth, & whichis onely able to 
convey the true revelation of Gods 
will & the genuine jenfe of {criptu- 
re to our underftandings, without 


this fubmiffion we shall {plitt our | 


felvesinto as many divifions as the 
philofophes did that relyed every 
‘one upon'their private reafon & we 
shall not want as {trong & fubtile 


arguments, long & witty difcour- 
fes as thofe, the Arrians & others | 
| that | 











t (47 
that went before us ; madé ule of 


: backt with long quotations of the. 
holie wirte it felf, & the f{pecious, 


authority ofantient fathers , fecon- 
ded with the advantage of char- 
ming eloquence, & the alluring 
exterour of an edyfying life &. 
eontempt of the world riches, & 
honours : the beft remedie then 
isthat which St. Francis. de Sales 
councells us too in this condi- 


tion ,isto take our flight by the ga- 
te ofthe will, leaving that of our 


judgement & underftanding , & if 
you thauld object & fay how can 
I produce aéts of faith when it 


 feemsto methat I am quite depri- 


ved of all faith & all its effets, I 


cannot make any acts faid-a holy 
 perfon that was tryed by this ten- 
tation, &this is my martyrdome 


that I fee all the world enjoy’ the 
light 
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Tight & benefitt of faith, & Iam 


deprived ofit , But this is to decei- 


ve your felfanfwers a great Prelate, 
for you. are not deprived ofthe a& 
offaith although you thinke you | 
are , & although you do not per- 
ccive it, for under a great heape of 
hott cinders , there oftentimes lyes 


a redhort coale fo much the mo- 


re hott by how much the more clo- 
fely thutt up, the fire that is impri- 
foned ina fournaife is commonly 
morevehement then that whichis 
in the open & free aire; & that faith 
mutt needs be alively one that can 
keep the foule in the fear of God 
in the midft of fo many difficulties 
& contradictions againft it, alas! 


you complainyou have no love; | 


& it isfaith that makes you com- 
plain , if you have not faith , if you 


dave not the fear of God, what ma- | 


kes 
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kes you fear fin es tentations toit, 
thofe that are wholly deprived ofir, 
abandon themfelves to all fort of 
crimes we may conclude this fub- 
Jet with the holy Terefia 1 avouch 
{aid the, she more difficultie there 
isinany mifterie of our faith the 
-Teffe difficultie 1 have to beleive it 
my fouleis fatisfied inthe difficul- 
tie that was reprefented to my mind 
for I can eafily perfuade my felf 
that God can worke in another 
manner & more fublime then I can 
underftand or comprehend and 
with another holy perfon , who 
tells us that thofe fonles that do 
not find thofe fenfable inclinations 
of faith have it lodged & fixt not- 
wiftanding in the bottom of their 
foule, 
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CHAPTER VY. 



















Of the tentation of -reprobation., dif, \ 
couragement & difpaire. 


S* .Terefia writesin the I chapter 
J ofthe fixth tation of the inte- 
riour caftell, that the enemy of 
mankind aakves thedauledometiz a 
mes thinke, thatsheis rejected by 
God almightie, she could fpeake._| 
by experience , having received fo 
many blowesfrom heaven, to exe | 
prefle my felfin the way ofthe ho- | 
lie Bishop that write her life. One 
| ofher religiousin the Convent of 
| Alve was tormented for the fpace, | 
i of even yearesbythe enemy who 
Va fuggefted unto her that she wasre=. | 
I jected & damned with ourall reme- 

: die.& fuccour, & in our dayes the 

great 
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great Franicis “ Sales was tryed’ by” 
this profe, & it is not poflible to 
number up the innumerable com- 
pany of devoute’foules that have 
bin cruelly afflicted &tormented in 
this nature. In fine rhereis no place. 
left to doubt thatGod with a Ginee« 
rewilldefires our falvation & hath 
& doth doe moreto procure it 
then we our felves ever can doe; It 
4s certainly true that we love our 
felves , we have an incredible, in¢li- 
Nation to our owne concerns ; but: 
yet it is more ceftainly true thac 
God:hath morelove for us, & for 
ourgoodthen we can have, & i 
any doubts ofit let hint caft his eyes 
upon the annihilation ofhis incar=, 
nation, let him looke upon the 
manger , let him goin {piritto the 
Calvaire, let him refle& with Gnce- 
re attention upon the eftate which 
C2 ne 




















52) 
he has choafen to dwell in the. 
Holy Eucharift for thefe fiften 
hundred yeares, nay if any could 
but ferioufly refle& upon this one 
article of faith , rhat he is defcended 
from heaven for us & for our Sal- 
vation , it is evident he could ne- 
ver have the leaft apparent doubt 
of his good will for the falvation of 
our foules ; & therefore we may 
confidently afirme thatthe doubts 
& thoughts of our mifcarriage in 
matters of our falvation never co- 
mesfrom God who fo much defi- 
res it, but from our infernal ene- 
mie who wich rage & envie doth 
what he can‘to hinder & difturbe 
our happineffe, & if ever he per- 
rhits this affliction to fall upon a 
foule, itis for its greater good & 
amore perfect exercife of conftan- 
cle & virtue & we ought to behave 

: our 
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our felves hereasin thematters of ° 


faith , reafoning is never good, for 
this isa labyrinth which the foule 
of man can never fathome, it isan 
abyfle & we muft not thinke to 
finde the bottome of it but muft 
endeavor to withdrawe our 
thoughts as much as we can pofli- 
bly not reflecting at leaft volunta- 
tily , but flinging our felves wholy 
upon the divine providence wit- 
hout referve without examining his 
defigns & counfels which are infini 
tely beyond the capacitie of our 
weake comprehenfions, which lag- 
ge & faile under the ponderous 
thoughts of an infinite wifedome, 
& we muft follow the example of 
that holy perfon who having a 
devil travefted into an angell of 
light to perfuade him ‘that he was 
damned made this anfwer, alas if 
C 3 for 
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“for my fins & heinous crimes T de- 


ferve to be damned & muft not 
love God for a long eternitie, at 
leat lam refolyed I will love him 
in this life as well as I can & that 
shallbee, with my whole heart, & 
fince I have fo short a {pace of time 
which is, concluded. within the 
compaile: of a few yeares:, ( toe 
short a {pace to {pend in the love of 
fo greata goodnefle, fo greara li- 
beralitie) I will nor atleaft loof 
this shortmoment , butwill {pend 
every indivifible arome ofir , in his 
honour, in his lovein his praife & 
enediction. [will reconipenfe b 

my fervorous lovein this lif what 
I shall never be able to do in the 
next, with this the hiftory. of this 
faint tells us ,the enemy went away 
confounded , and this isthe beft-& 
moft excellent way to fight with 

: thefe 
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thefe tentations to make ufe of 
them ro practife virtue with greater 
fervour & more perfection, And 
as often as they come, we muft ne- 
ver give the leaft way to faint hear- 
tednefle , we muft never be difcou- 
raged , for although we had com- 
mitted all the fins ofall the finners 
that ever have bia we ought not to 
faint under the burthen , bur cou- 
ragioufly fay | beleive in the forgi- 
venefle offins. And if the enemie 
should fuggeft unto your thoughts 
that you are the greatels finner of 
rhe world, that have abufed & pro- 
faned the temple of the holy Ghoft, 
have {pent your life in ‘continuall 
relapfes after fo many extraordina- 
ry lights & favours from heavé, tell 
him that all this is nor great enough 
to drie up the ocean of an infinite 
soodnefle , ifwehadto do with a 
C 4 limi- 
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limited goodnefle as all that of 
creatures is , we should all have fof- 
ficient ground to fear & diftruft, 
but fince an infinite one is the fub- 
ject of our hopes there is no caufe 
of defpaire , for it is to affront the 
majeftie of our redeemer & a fin 
againft the holy Ghoft, when the- 
re remains but one moment of — 
your life, endeavour not to loofe’ 
that neither for that is fufficient to 
carry you to an happy eternitie. 
Furthermore if he should fuggeft 
unto you that you have fell many 
thouland times even fince-you ha- 
ve ferved & loved him, & you fill 
do nothing elfe, anfwer him, & fay 
that if you should fall a thoufand 
timesa day you would rife as many 
confider a perfonthattakesa jour- 
ney toafar & remote cittie & ma- 
kes many falls by the way , isitnot 
true 
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true that by falling & rifing he ae 
laft arrives to his journeys end, al- 


iF though he employs more time & 


peines, but if under pretext thathe 
hath made a great company of falls, 
he should lye tn the midft of the 
kennel, without queftion hewould 
never come tothe place he inten- 
ded , but commitra grofle miftake 


” & folly. Imitate the wifedome of a 


ftout travailler in the wayes of per- 
fection , ifyou fall befure to-rife af- 
fon asyou can by a hearty. repen- 
tance and cordiall averfion from 
your fin, & neverlooke at it any 
"more, butonely as the object ei- 
ther of your humiliation & con- 
trition ,. & take new vigour & mo- 
re courage from the paflion & 
blood ofa Crucified God, for what 
profitt can acrueto you when once 
you have fallen tolyegroveling in 

; C 5 the 

















(583 
the mire & dirt, &- if perchance 
you liftyour felf up, to fland ga- 
fing upon the place you Jay in. Ne- 
ver much enguire after the reafon 
& caufe why God doth thus dealeé 
with you & permittyou thas to be 
tempted, whither itis for your fins 
orrather to try & purifie you, for 
if it be for your fins you have rea- 
fon to fake courage lince God ne- 
ver punishes the {clffame fin twice, 
bow good, dates. St. Bernard., is 
God ro dinners, that he i§ angry. 
with them inthis life, that he might, 
not punish them in the.next,if for 
your tryall you have as great a 
matter ofjoy as you have occafion, 
of merit & glory. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Of Drineffes , Darkeneffes, Diftrattions 
and Repugnances to good workes. 


' Od almightie doth fometimes 
caftthe fouleinto fuch an ari- 

diie , that it really-thinks that it 
never had the leaft tafte of virtue , 
amongft the refta perfon ofa great 
fanctitie doth proteft that for about 
eighteen veares, she was forced to 
walke through thefe’ uncouth de- 
ferts & never touch the leaft lower 
ofconfolation or comfort, which 
others that went before her had of- 
ten times experienced ja-the plea- 
fant gardens of a virtuous life & a 
certain preacher that died in the 
midft ofthe fnowes of Canada, ne- 


ver had any thing elfe but drinef=, 
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fes , & interiour troubles amongft 
all the labour, & troubles which 


._ hisApoftolicall fun@ion did necef- 


farily engage him in, & I knew 
¢faisthe author of this boeke ) a 
gentleman of an excellent virtue 
that affured me at his death, that 
for fortie yeares together, he had 
neverany thing elfe but aridities & 
drynefles repugnances & difficul- 
ties in all the exercifes of his devou- 
reft actions. 

There are certain foules that do: 
not onely walke by thefe deferts , 
but flip alfa. into obfcurities & dark. 
nefles , for God leaves them inthe 
ignorance of their owne faults & 
mifdemeanours , becaufe he kno- 
westhat ifhe should difcover then 
they would not be able ro bear with: 
the great shame & confufion they 
would produce in their thoughts ;: 
We 


= 





: (613 } 
We have agreatexample of this irr 
the life of that holy perfon Cathe- 
rin of Genua, who did not fee cer- 
tain faults which she had alrhough: 
she was very much advanced in the 


wayes of perfection. The moft ho-=. 
lieft & devout perfons are not ex- 


empted from diftraGtions for St.. 
Hierome tells us in the dialogue 
that he writt againft the Lucife- 
rians that often times in his prayer 
he walkt inthe porches & galeries 
or wasacounting his money with 
the marchandsio the comptoirs&c. 
& St. Gregorie in the tenth booke 
of his morals teaches usthatin our 
prayer fometimes heaven & hell 
mingle themfelvestogether, & the 
foule being elevated to Godin con- 
templation, isat the felffame time: 
carried away by the Images & re- 


be 


prefentations of what isnotfirrte 

































(625 
be thought on. St. Bernard fh his 
little treatife of rhe interiourhoufe 
in theq 9, chap haththele words, If 
Ishure mine eyes I {till fee thofe 
things I endeavour to avoid, & 
when I would returne into the in- 
teriour of my heart the bafeneffe 
of.carnal defires & tumult of my 
vices, diflipate my thoughts. 

There are fome eftates wherin 
the foule becomes as it wereinfen- 
fible., & that.great perfonage Sr, 
Terefia tells of her felf that for fo~ 
metime the wasinfenfible to.good: 
or-evill even like a beaft, & then 
we may well fay with the Prophet 
David, ut jumentum fattus fum apud 
te. Iam become as a. beaft before you. 
Here itis one is deprived of all tho- 
fe fences & perceptions inthe ex. 
ercife of virtues, which we often 
times practife with out our know-. 
f | led- 
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3 Ai PN 
Jedge; The verruous Ladie Meré 


de Chantal, was wont to fay that 
this eftare wasa kindy of Martyr- 
dome & that. fome.times her po- 
wers were prefled. vp like a garri- 
fon, of rebells in the midfi of her 
heart becaufe the had fo many re- 
pugnances , & cruel! averftons to 


all fort of good & for allchat was. 


the moftholy & moft divine. 

The, great fecret:in. all thefe 
wayes is fully ro. comprehend ,. that 
fence & fenfible feeling , or want of 
it doth not make us either pleas 
fing or difpleafing to God , butthe 
Operation of .ourfree will which 
cooperates with grace or frecly re- 
fifts ic, &that thefe drynefles &. 
aridities are the moft efficacious 
mneanes to unite us to God our 


Creatour, containing ordinarily 


Jefle of our .owne {elf love & pro- 


per 
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per intereft, & more of the love of 
God & it is avery common abufé 
even of thofe people that efteem 
themfelves the moft devout, to 
thinke they have no devotion un- 
lefle they can feele & tafte it & that 
when they are in thofe aridities & 
drynefles, they are out ofthe wayes 
of perfection when onthe contra- 
ry, if they would make their jud- 
gements according tothe truth of 
the thing it felf, they have more 

devotion then at any other time, 

for they go that way where nature 

doth not find her content, but whe- 

re the love of God makes them 

worke for God & no other motive; 
that great Servant of God Father 

Jogues who foffered a cruell death 

in Canada for the true faith of 
Jesus-CuristT, fing himfelf 
almoft halfe roafled , & eaten with 
leafure 











(65) 
leafure by the Barbarians that 
dwelt in that countrey , looking 
upon the torments that they were 
preparing again for him , entered 
into a moft terrible confli@ , for 
fuftcring moft cruell torments ex- 
teriourlie, he found himfelf left in- 
teriourly without the leaft confola- 
tion & comfort without the leaft 
feeling of devotion , withour the 
fence of any faith , hope, or chari- 


_ tte, infomuch that he thought it 


had bin better for him to have bin 
an irrational creature, then a man, 
& yet there is none will doubt but 
that he had devotion in the hi- 
gheft degree, fince the Superiour 
portion of his foule was willing to 
fuffer death ir felf for the love of 
his divine mafter who taught him 
the way by fuffering death tor him 
in the minft ofa thoufand ae 
left 




































* (66) 
left by the fweet & comfortable 
afliftance of his Loving father, fo 
far that he cryed in the depth of 
his agonie,, My God , my God, 
why haft thou forfaken me. And he 
like a good {chollar followed his 
matters advice, likea good fouldier 
followed the example of his Capi- 
tain that went be fore him contem~ 
ning both exteriour & ioteriour 
comforts & as the pious Author, 
Ludovicus Blofius: tells us every 
valiant Chriftian should doe, his 
words are thefe treating of our 
B. Saviours carrying his owne 
crofle to Mount) Calvaire, He- 
ve Chriff propofes a perfect mo- 
del to allche true followers of a fpiri- 


taall and truely Chriftian converfa~ 


tion. For all thst endeavour to obtain 
ro afincere, & virtuous life, they muff 
of necefitie willingly & of their owne: 

| accorg 
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otis take up their croffe, & conftanthe 
S faithfully bear the fume, and if it 
“tht fop lea the goodneffe of their 
God permnitt themfelves to be defprived 
& flript of all the advantages & helpes 
of riends and acquaintances; and liken 
wife of all interiour and firituall confo- 
lation comfort. @o. fenfible. devotion & 
firthermore be contented & permist 
themfelves to he {corned contemned Cr 
defpiced : to fuffer difcraces detrattions, 
injuries with a patient & willing min- 

de, & whileft they are tormented , wit 
divers aftittions & contradictions of 


men, © tentations of theinfernal {pi- 


rits, @ mith their owne fins @ imper~ 

fettions , they keep themfelves in an 
humble & quiet compofure bi mind, 
neither in death or any other affliction 
defiring to. be taken downe from the 
croffe , hiee offering to bear it as long 
ashe shall thinke it convenient & fitz 
ting, 







































(68 ) 
ting , neither defiring or looking after 
any confolation or comfort what(oever, 
either earthly @ fpirituall which may 
any wayes diminish their paines or cafe 
them of their burthen. Our Saviour 
commanded a certain religious 
perfon of an eminent & admirable 
fanctitie to recite certain devout 
prayers & notwitftanding all that, 
he found his mind full of diftra- 
ctions, & his heart ofrepugnances, 
ariditics , and averfions from that 
holy exercife , the infernal enemies 
of mankind putt a thoufand bad & 
impure imaginations into his head, 
in fo great a degree that he could 
not pronounce the words but with 
a deale of difficultie & a moftex- 
ceflive paine & torment but his fi- 
delitie to his lord & mafter was 
fuch , that he did conftantlie perfe- 
ver in reciting of them, & when 
upon 














(69) 
Upon acertain time he ufed a grea- 
ter endeavour then ordinarie to 
have a firme attention, he was 
~ fweetely admonished that he muft 
- not ftrive to have it, And the afo- 

refaid Ludovicus Blofius encoura- 
- ging another that found himfelf fo 
brings in our Lord feriously ex- 
horting him in this manner I could 
wish that my elected & beloved 
- foules would but perfinade them- 
_ felves, that their good workes & 
_ de vout exercifes then arethe moft 
pleafing to mee when they ferve 
me at their owne coft & charges. 
But they ferve me thus, who al- 
though they donot find that fence 
| & feeling of devotion , yet they 
- moft faithfully & conftantely per- 
fever in their prayers & holy exer- 
cilcs, trufting in my goodneffe that 
will willingly & gratefully pre 
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(7) 
efwhat they do: knowthen my’ 
beloved fom, that a foule that re-' 


-matns in. an humble & devout 


prayer doth obtain all forts of vir- 
tues, & therefore at {uch times as 
thefe we ought not by any meanes 
to neglect our prayer forthe rea- 
fon ofany trouble or difficultie we 
may find:in it, which proceeds ei- 
ther from our natural frailtie, or 
the illufion of Satan, or bad 
thoughts & impure imaginations, 
for the enemie of man often times 
inthe hour of prayer fuggefts bad 
thougths to ourhearts & then he 
would ealily perfuade us that iris 
better to leave our prayers quitte 
off, & that fuch prayers availe little 
or nothing; but O how profitable 
tothem {elves& others, & grate- 
full to me is that prayer which is 
performed in -the Kenoyiaie: of, 
their 

















C71 -. 
their owne bafenefle & may boun= 
tie & goodnefle. O how good & 
pleafing itis to hange with Jesus 


Upon the croffe ftript of all com- 


fort of all fatisfdtion, & content, 
to pray with him in the garden in 


agonies & bloodie fiveats jin ftrifes. 


& difficulties in repugnances & 
contradictions & fay with him 
tiftis eft anima mea ufque ad mortem, 





my foule is fad even to death : Ivisthe 


voice of our Saviour in the perfon 
ofthe fpoufe, surge aquilo & veni 


aufter , perfla hortum meum & flaant 
aromata equs. Arrife north winde & 


come thou fouth & blowe upon. 


“my garden that its {pices may flo- 
“we & encreafe & what doth he un- 
-derftand by the north but the cold 
of perfecutions & interiour trou- 


bles when all the powers of the 


‘fgule are as itwere frozen, & by 
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(72) 
the fouth nothing elfe but com- 
fort & confolation which dilates & 
melts the foule & makes it with 
pleafure run the wayes of perfe- 
étion , according to that of the: 
Pfalmift : Viam mandatorum cucurri: 





-¢um dilatafti cor meum. with eager- 


nefferum in the wayes of thy com- 
mandements , when joy did dilate 
& diflolve my heart by the warmth 
& heate of thy confolations, & 
thefe two different conftitutions 
oftime are neceffarie for the pro- 
duction of folid & perfeé virtues, 
the hard & boifterous north doth 
no |:ffe concurre then the mild & 
peaceable fouth. A hard winter 
makes a fruitful {pring & this ts 
the difference that in clowdie & 
cold weather we often times loofe 
the reall prefence ofthe fun, butin 
this eftate & condition although 
Wwe 
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(73) 
we Toofe the fenfible feeling of his’ 
divine prefence we nevertheleffe 
enjoy it inrealitie, thus we know 
that our lord was really prefene 
with St. Marie Magdaleine, when 
in the meanetime she ignorant of 
fo great a condefcendance & fa« 
vour, weepes & laments as though 


he was abfent, he {peaks moft 
friendly & kindly to her, & she in 
- thefame moment bewailes her mis 
fortune & perfuades her elf that 


that she is farfrom him, & when 
he is endeavouring by all wayes 
imaginable to worke her falvation 
shethinks she hath loft him & with 
him the hopes of her falvation ; we 
may well concludewith the words 
of the great Apoftle St.Paule, o al- 
titudo , othe heigthof the riches of the 
wifedome & {cience of God, how in- 
comprehenfible are his judgements & 

‘ D hie 































| (74) 
his waves paff finding out : finee one 
by afflictions & the other by con- 
folations attain to the felf fame de- 
gree of perfection. 


Les 





CHAPTER VI. 
Of Peines caufed by the Devils. 


"Ll Here are certain temptations 
which are caufed by our infer- 
nal enemic & they are either ordi- 
nary or extraordinary , their ordi- 
natie temptations are when they 
tempt us by theworld, orthe fer 
fualities of the flesh; thefe envious 
& malicious {pirits make ufe of the 
goods of fortune , of nature , as of 
riches, of honours, of employ- 
ments, beutie of bodie, & wits 

| neii- 

























RGA: ae 
neffe of foule to tyeus to creatue 
res, & carrie us to fin & wicked- 
nefle, nay they can make ufe of 
| what is moft {pirituall , fliding in 
_ their poifon into the beft of our 
actions & corrupting our inten- 
tions in the moft high & heroick 
exploits fometimes mingling pride, 
fometimes avaritiousneffe | fins 
. that are fo much the more dange= 
tous by how much the more they 
are fecret & unknowne, & which 
have shaken the very pillars of a 
{pirituall life & at laft buried many 
thoufands in the duft & ruines of 
immenfe treafures of unfpeakeas 
ble, & unheard of virtues, 
_ Thefe malicious fpirits tempe 
foules in an extraordinarie man- 
ner, when they have permiffion 
from God , to attacque a foule 
with extraordinatie affaults , & this 
Ne D 2 is 


































(76) 
isa permiflion that God never 
graunts, but he gives us particular 
| graces to refift & overcome what 
| he fends us, foritisatruth as cer- 
| tain as faithcan makeir, & as full 
| | of confolation as of certaintie, 
Wi that God is faithfull & will not 
! permite us to berempted aboue our 
ih abilities, & therefore it 1s alwayes 
Hi our fault if we do not refift, but 
confent & give way, for one of 
thefe evill {pirits faid to St. Paco- 
it me, that if God thould permite 
a them to tempt perfons of an ordi- 
| narie virtue with as great violence 

‘ as thofe ofamore eminent perfe- 

i étion , that they could not reflift 
cell their impetuous aflaults , & there- 
| | fore the infinite mercy of our good 
on father doth never graunt them any 
a fuch priviledge , & when they give 
it) furious onfets to the Saints & fer- 
wat a ~ -yants 
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vants of fo gooda king, The divi- 
ne ftrength where with they are 
endowed, is moft admirably won 
derfull , & itis againft thefe foules 
that they fpend the utmoft of their 
rage in a moft horrible & moft 
cruell manner, & the reafon 1s be 
caufe they fee more of grace & leffe 
ofnature, they fee in them more 
of God & thatis thar makes them 
ina furie & rage, they little trouble 
themfelves with anything elfe , & 
therefore do not much far Direc- 
tors Preachers & other perfons of 
perfection & virtuous pretences, 
when they do not wholly tend to 
God, but mingle nature & their 
naturall inclinations in the greateft 
of their fpirituall exercifes , but 
when aman by the tlove of con- 
tempt, of povertie, of painesis in 
an enure & totall denyall of him- 
alas De 3 als 
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felf & all worlahaonay ean then 
all the infernal powers tremble & 
quake, & this isthe reafon that 
they are fo much incenfed againft 
thofe that are diligent in. their 
prayer, be caufe it 1s one of the 
moft affured & efficacious meanes 
to fillthem with God alone, he ye- 
ry well knows the hurt that comes 
to him from it, and therefore he 
endeavoursto turne us from it by 
all meanes imaginable putting 
examples before our eyes of the ill 
fuccefle of thofe that pretend to 
the perfeétion of this exerci(e ta- 
king away the reputation of thofe 
that have the true fpirit of it & 
when that defigne failes him he 
bringes whole trou pes of inquietu- 
des forto trouble & vexeth- foule 
to difguft ic & arleaft make ir leffen 
& shorten the time of this divine 
WwoOfe 





















worke, fometimes he cauffes ftran- 
gc horrours, & moft fenfible re- 
pugnances, he makes the bodie to 
fuffer torments & paines & when 
he can but fo much as difcover 
that one is called ro a fimple prayer 
& to th: moft holieft degrees of 
the divine union , itisthen h: wor- 
kes moft ofall ro ftay the foule in 
that which is moft fenfible: to hine 
der it from coming out of thofe 
actios that are moft ordinarietoit, & 
knowne by the courfe ofan ufuall 
arguing , for he very well knowes 
the pretious treafures of grace that 
are enclofed in this fupernatural 
condition. 

Perfons of prayer are moft of 
all difturbed by the enemies of man 
kind in this affair, becaufe this is 
the onely means that unites us moft 


of allto Godalone, & it isthe full- 


D 4 nefle 
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neffe ofthis God that makes them 
afraid, & thefe that are the moft 
full, are their greateft enemies & 
they pley upon them by all forts of 
inventions, fometimes by great 
perfecutions which they raife a- 
gainft them in fuch a fort thacas 
St. Tercfiatells us , they often feem 
to draw all the world after them 
to combine againft thefes foules, & 
thisthey do with the more cafe, 
becaufe all they do againft them 
paflcs well under the notion of 
pure & true zeale ofthe honour & 
glorie of God. But their perfe- 
cutions are the moft furious againft 
thofe that being full of God, fa- 
bour afterthe reformation of man- 
ners & the eftabliffement of relj- 
gious difcipline, it isa moft deplo- 
rable rhing to confider, that thefe 
malicious {pirtis fe ing they can- 
not 






















































(877 
not come to thiir pretenfions by 
the perfecutions which th-y raife 
sganift them by the affaults of men, 
they endeavour to affrighten them 
by noifts & ftirs which they make 
in thofe places wherein they are & 
inhabitt, by appearances & {pectres 
by great frights, & extraordinary 
vifions, by obfeflions & pofleffions 
ofthe pcrfons they rule & gover- 
ne, & this may of obfeflion & pof- 
feflion isthst whichis the moft dar 
serous & whichoftentimes proves 
to their greateft advantage. 

I my felf, fayes the author of 
this treatife have hid an evident ex- 
perience of rhis in many perfons 
with whome I did deale withall, & 
that great fervant of God the fa- 
ther Maintaincourt had {carce ta- 
ken pofleffion of his Curate. bue 
prefently a great number of his. 
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(82) 
Parishioners were poffeffed , the 
deuils decharging their rage & ma- 
lice as they thought beft , & when 
he can do nothing elfe , he endea- 
vours to torment & affli@ the bo- 
die, & thus he would have. ftifled: 
the glorious Terefia, & quite an- 
nihilated her coadjatour John of 
the Croffe, they threwe downe a 
whole peice of wall upon one of 
his nehpewes , he flung another 
peice of a wall upon a lay Sifter 
that was ftrangled under it ; in the 
Couvent of Alve he broke the leg 
of ano: her religious; In fine it hith 
been teen thatthey have affembled 
toge' her to confpire againft th: re- 
forme ofthe Carmelites ; and after 
allthis we muft yett affirme that 
their greateft temptations are for 
the intcriour , & notto {peake of: 
my {elf ( faiththe author of this. 
: ; trea 





































9 (83) Hei es 
-treatife )I shall rehearfe what the 
maifters of the {pirituall life & mo 
re particularlie , what one of great 
experience doth teach uss the temp- 
tation {ais this author fometimes 
comes fo violent , that the foule 
feels her fulfe filled withall that is 
‘in hellits felf, for within she finds 
nothing but an averfion to God, 

to {ape riours, she is full of plafp hie 
mies , & she feels her felf fo united 
to th. yr objects, thar she ought not 
& cannot Ace hem or catt shem 

out & in the extreriour the fuffers 
fuch phantafims& horrible vifions, 
fuch blowes & extraordinarie fick- 
‘neffes , that none knowes but tho- 
fesinedvene happie ( I may fay) 
as to experiénceit: fometimes they 
-do fo far adormentate & aftonish 
the foule by offulcating its powers, 
thatit feems the will hach no mere 
D 6 ule 
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ufe of its libertie , they mingle their 
infinite fuggeftions amongft the 
humours & paflions, & excite all 
the motions ofthe moft vitious in- 
clinations , & if the foule bends her 
felf to the practi of fome fpirituall 
exercife , she prefentlie finds her 
felf full of abominations which she 
can not hinder & is fo affixt to vice 
& wickedneflethar she thinks she 
finsevery moment, & they hide 
themfelves to the end that everie 
one may thinke thar it is her thae 
commits all thofe execrations, they 
create {uch {trong impreffions in 
hi r that shedid all this with a full 
& fufflcient libertie , & by that 
meanes thinke to carrie her to a 
perfect difpaire of Gods infinite 
mercy infomuch that she cannot 
be perfuraded of rhe contrarie , for 
She perceives nothing of the good 

ee | that 














that God civics the fuperiour 
portion of her foule ,the thinks of 
nothing butabominations, & un= 
heard of impertinencies fo that the 
enemie feemsto play with her as 
witha tennis Ball, there isno ar- 
tifice no trickes whichthey do not 
ufe, & efpecially againft thofe that 
give themfelves generoufly to the 
fervice of God , they endeavour to 
render the devotions they ufe in- 
fupportable by the paines they gi- 
ve them fuggefting withall unto 
them that they may fave themfelves 
more eafilie in a more moderate 
way & that it is not neceflarie to 
mortifie themfelves fo much, shey 
put them to employe themfelves 
in thofe vocations unto which 
theyare not called,& carry them of 
thofe wayes to which they are cal- 
Jed & that under pretence of rita 

















(36) a 
& perfection, when they fee a fous 
le wholly refolved to ferve & love 
God without any referve , they 
endeavour to make her goe On 
hedlong with precipitation & to 
much eagernefle , either forcing 
them to ufe fo great & exceflive 
mortifications which may deftroy 
their health: or by transfiguring- 
themfelvesinto angells of light & 
counterfticing the shapes of our 
faviour if they perceive they have 
an inclination to any thing of an 
extraordinarie condu@, & fome- 
times they will foretell thofe things 
‘that could not be knowne by any 
other meanes then by the revela- 


‘tion of God himfelfe, he permit- 


ting thefe deceits, onpurpofe for a 
juft punishment of thofe that rely 


‘wpon fuchextraordinarie waye & 
nautvall favors; the witt of man can 


never 
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 mever conceive the {abtilitie of thée- 
_ fe artificious {pirit, who fometi- 
mes {peake againft themfelves, fo | 
_ that they may the more eafily de- 
ceive thofe foules they tempt & fo- 
 metimes perfons of a great ({pirit & 
ofa great direction from thofe per- 
fons that are of no little knowledge 
-& experience have neverthcleffe bin 
deceived by the wayes of revelations 
& vifions, of which wecan never 
fufficiently enough take heede ;. 
how truely then may we fay thas H 
tentatio eft vita hominis fuper terram 
she life we leade in this world is nothing 
but a temptation a continuall ftrife , 
& tormentuous warfare, there 1s no- 
thing efleto be expected fince we | 
leftour firft innocencie & ftate of | 
happinefle , then forrow & mifcrie. | 
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CHAPTER VII 


Of thofe Paines that ave (uvernaturall. 
J 1 


| A LI thofe patnes that come by 


she meanes of men or de vils, 
arc not any wayes to be compared 
to thofe that come immediately 
from God himfelfe, it is not fo 
harde to beare all the contradic- 
tions of men when one is fenfibly 
fufteined with fweetneffe in the in- 
teriour , but when it pleafes God to 
aflié us himfelf, there ts nothing 
more terrible, & here in this cafe 
Job that fuffered with fo much pa- 
tience in the fight of the world, at 
laft burft forth into that lamentable 
moane , & praied his friends to ha- 
vecompaffion of him for now he 
perceived he was touched by the 
s hands 
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hands of God himlelf , & our moft 
kinde & good lord & mafter did 
fufficiently teftifie his griefe & for- 
row when he perceived that his fa- 
ther had left him , & there fore tho- 
fe foules that fuffer thefe kinde of 
torments are alwayes worthy ofthe 
greateft compaflion & by fo much 
the more by how much they are 
mott ordinarilie fated within & do 
not apear to the eyes of the world, 
& the greateft part of thofe that 
hear of them do not underftand 
them , there are very manie others 
& which Iknew, whofe exteriour 
croffes ware great&afrighten everie 
one, & yet they are leftned by that 
interiour fweetne fle which is befto- 
wed with them when one {uffers by 
creatures onely , we may receave 
comfort fromthe creatour , bue 
when it ishe him felfe that doth ‘af- 
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flict us where can we finde repofe, 
& fatisfaction , & 1am glad lam fo 
happy asnotto {peake in thefe mat 
tcrs concerning mine owne perfon 
in particular , & therefore shall 
bring the authoritie of P. Simon 
de Bourge Religious of St. Francis 
the foule ( faies this author ) finds ie 
flfwholly plunged into the abyfle 
of corrupted nature by the lively 
refentement of all its vitious incli- 
nations & paflions, with a difguft 
of God & all {pirituall exercites, 
the angell of Satan doth torment it 
withimpure fuggeftions, with in- 
fidelities , with blafphemies with, fo 
great violence that fometimes te 
feemsto breake out & really pro- 
nounce them, she is info great a 
triftefle, fo greatdarknefle, fo great 
confufion , fo great anxietie, she 
thinksthatsheconfents to all fore 


of 
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of tentations , & is quite loft & 
without recoverie , & becaufe it is 
God almightie that fupernaturally 
heeps her up in thefe paines & tor- 
ments , she cannot efcape out of 
them untill he pleafeth to free her. 
Andthe inferiour nature being 
thus purged , it is neceffarie that 
the fupertour part should likewife 
undergoe its triall by a fubtra@tion 
ofits acts which it did exercife in 
the firft purgation; it would be no 
gteat matter that thefe aéts should 
be guite taken away, if notwithe 
{landing alithat, one could kno- 
we thatthey loved & found & res 
{ented that love, but our loving fa- 
ther takes away this fight, this fee- 
ling , & refofves that we shall not 
fee our felyes as though we were 
not & deprives us not onely of re- 
flex acts, asin the fir purgation 
but 
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| buralfo of tia irect & leaves thé 
| foule nothing elfe bur a’ fubmifion 
to his divine will , & this fubmiffion 
is notactive but paflive , in the firft 
_ purgation she hath fometimes acts 
_ thatare fenfibley perceived , & feels 
her refiftances againft temptations, 
in this fecond condition she refifts 
& never knowes of it she works 
virtucufly without the leaft fatif- | 
faction , without the leaft reflexion iP 
that she does fo & ifshe atany time 
forces her felfrowards God & god- 
ly exercifes she feels a weight of an 
infupportable burden bend downe i 
her underftandicg & will, & she i 
thinks that all that paffes ip her is 
nothing elfe but a fidtion & a chea- | 
te. Thefe are the words of this de- i} 
vout & experienced author. But i 
if we will hear the grand miftreffe | 
of the moftinteriour wwayes of she 
aN MR Ah ve, fpirit 
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fpirit the great St. Terefia, in the’ 
30. Chapter ofher life , wherin she 
tells us that they are’ things not’ 
worth {peaking of that do torment 
& tronble us, & the foule feckes 
for helpe but God ordains it fo 
thatshe shall find none, & muft 
walke as it were blind folded & 
hoode wincked , forfaithis at that 
time quite deaded & all other virtue 
& ifthe foulewouldapplie her felf 
to prayer & retire her felfto folitu- 
de, itis butto augment her croffe, 
it is butin vaine tolooke for reme- 
dic inthe reading of good books, 
for then her paines is very nigh 
equallto that ofthe infernal fpirits; 
converfation & companieis infup= 
portable fince we have our foules 
wholly difgafted | & we Imagine 
we have a mind to eate up all! 
that comes nigh us, our furie is {0 
; great 
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great & the rage ob oct paffions fo 
vehement, it feemsto her that she 
hath no more power to thinke of 
any thing thatis good, & cannot 
have the leaft defire of any act of 
virtue, & in the firft Chapter of 
the fixth ftation ofthe interiour ca- 
file that she foule thinks that she 
never thougft or called upon God; 
& thatshe ts not underftood by het 


 Confeflors & that she deceives 
them , the enemie makes her thin- 


ke, that she is reprobate & she is 
overwhelmed with fuch a preffure 


that she knowes not to what to 
-gompareitroo , burthe paines of 
_ the infernal foules , forthere is no 





eonfolation derived either from 
prayer or from reading , she is al- 
wayes in an ill humour, folitude 
doth difpleafe her , & converfation 
& companie ; all the creatures a 

| she 
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the world torment & vex her. Thus 
this great perfonage fpeakes , who- 
fe dogtrine is a doctrine from hea- 
ven , & fo qualified by the Church 
it felf; There are certhin foules {aies 
father Surin of the Societie of Je- 
fusin his fpirituall Catechifm} who 
find themfelves fo abforptin th. fe 
troubles that they experience all 
feelings of fin, & yet never give any 
confent , & we have knowe a per- 
fon of an EminentInnocency & 
moft wonder full {andtitie, thar had 
all the malicious fentiments of fin 
& the effects of all fort of vitiousin- 
clinations, of pride, of ambition, 
of Covetou{nefle , of Impuritie, of 
anger & when she was carried a- 
way with avaritioufneffe , she 
thought she would have enjoyed 
all the goods & riches of she world 
& when she had the inclinations of 
| . . impu- 
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Hu purcue she had her imagination 
filled with all fortt of abominable 
reprefentations; she endured like- 
wile all the difpofitions of finners, 
& th: curfes due to fin, as fear 
malice, hatred, trouble , fadnes 
which are the companions of fin & 
follow it wherefoeverit gocs ,God 
coinmanded all his creatures to en= 
tertain herwich rigour & nothing 
elle, she found her {elf in an utter 
abandon ofall comfort, in no‘ho- 
pes ofany falvation, & in a certain- 
tie as it were of never coming out 
or of being freed from thit mifera- 
ble condition & eftate wherin sha 
lay, in an entire difguft of all things 
prefent , she endured the paine o 
difpair which tooke from her the 
virtues of faith of hope , & charitie, 
thatisto fay , thefe darknefles wa- 
te fo fenfible fo thick & horrible; 
, E, that 




















(98) | 
that she knewe not where she is, 
she hade as it were a hoode before 
her eyes, & she fufferd with out 
knowing the good of fuffering, ne= 
vertheleffe our B. Redeemer gave 
this foule to. underftand thar this 
eftare wasthe greateft gift he could 
out of his. infinite goodnefle be- 
ftow upon: her this isthe eftate that 
the holie booke of the imitation of 
Jesus Cur ts.t- calls the exile 
& banishment of the heart, for 
when that holy author had: told us 
that itis no.{mall.matter to be de- 
prived of humane comforts {o long 
as: the divine remaines-with us ; but 
thatit isa thing truely. to- be confi- 
deredias worthy, of all. praife to be 
deprived ofall confolation both di- 
vine & humain ,& to.bearthe per- 
feet banishemement & exile of the 
minde,o my God( faiesshe auth . 
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of this booke ) nA many wonders 
full myfteries are hidden in two or 
there words of that divine booke, & 

Ow many perlons & thofe moft 
fpirituall too, read them everie 
moment & yet never underftand 
what they meane , never can cone 
prehendwhat itis to fuffer this bas 
nishement of the heart ,agreat let= 
vant of God & one ofthe molt en- 
lightned of our age whofe memo= 
ric:isiin benediétion the late Mr, de 
Bernieres treafurer of France 5 the 
worthy author of the interiour 
Chriftian: did affure me, that he 
‘had many times read them & never 
‘made any reflexion upon what 


‘they fignified, untill P. Binet of 
the Compagnie of Jesus, laid ie 
Open unto him by an incompara- 
ble explication. Alas God almigh- 


tie is the oncly Countrie : the true 
E 2 pla- 
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‘plate & region of our heart, & the- 
refore the banishment-of our heart 
confifts in being feparated: from 
him & disjoyned from his divine 
prefence; Thofethat have alonge 
time ftudied in-thefe wayes & in the 
particular knowledge of the lives‘of 
the Saints,cannot be ignorant that 
many have pafled'this way of the in 
teriour Crofle, & terrible proofess 
& thofe that have-had a long expe- 
rience of what, pafles in the inte- 
riour of foules , which go on in 
the wayes of f{pirituall perfection 
can no wayes in the world doube 
of it. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
Othe cauffes of the aforefxid paines & 


a continuation of the precedent 


fury ect ° 


I F any should aske how it comes 
.to paffe that God fends all thefe 
croffes , it willbe fufficient hereto 
tell him , that one venial fin defer- 
ves all the torments a tem porall life 
ean inflict upon us, & it is reported 
that our Saviour faid to a certain 
perfon, when I bended my head 
towards the earth as I was a dying, 
it was to showe my faithfull fcr- 
vants the place where I vouchfafed 
to fuffer, & toteachthem that , if 
they will truely be what they call 
them(elves, my difciples, they mult 
fuffer as-I have done before them, 
E 4 thofe 
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thofe that Mi pin: the neareft my > 
moft dolorous paffion, my divine 
love confumes them in to it Rif, 
& transformes them into me; & 
deifies them , and this may be con- 
convinced from thatadmirable ef- 
fect which the drawing near to the 
facred patlion ofour B. Redeemer, 
had upon the Seraphical Father 
St. Francis, & ifwe confider it ac- 
cording to the devout & moft in- 
genious explication made ofit, by 
thac moft devour & pious author 
Francis de Sales Prince & Bishop 
of Geneve in the 1¢, Chapter of 
his fixth booke of the love of 
God, we shall clearlie find that the 
divine love transformes them into 
crucifixes , & dcifies them, Tha« 
ve pondered fais this. great Saint, 
this wonder ({peaking. of the ftig- 
mas of the Seraphicall Saint Fraa- 


cis) 
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tis) & have:made'this conceit of it}, 
ThisgreatServant of God a man 
wholly Seraphicall beholding the 
livelie picture of his Crucified Sa- 
viour , reprefented in a glittering: 
Seraphin , which apeared unto him 
uponthe mountAlvernus., grewe 
fofter. then is imaginable, taken 
with a foveraigne confolation & 
compaflion , for beholding this: 
bright wirrour of love which the 
angellcould not fatiate it delf with, 
alas he dounded. ith delight: & 
contentemenei, but-feing, allo the’ 
lively.reprefentation of the markes 
& wounds of his Saviour crucified: 
he feltin his foule the iavperuous! 
fwotd whith firoke through the 
facred brealt of the Virgin Mother 
the'day of the Paflion with as much 
forrow- as though: she had bin 
cracifiedyyith her dear fon. O God. 
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ifthe Picture of Abraham fetching 
deaths blowe over his dear‘onely 
begotten to facrifice him, a picture 
drawne by a mortall hand, hadthe 
power to foften,& make weepe the 
great St. Gregorie Bishop of Niffe 
as often as he beheldit , ah how ex- 
tremely was the great St. Francis 
foftned when he beheld the pi@ture 
of our Saviour offering himflf 
uponthe Croffe , a picture which 
not amortal hand butthe miftref- 
fe hand of an heavenlie Seraphin , 
had drawen & copied out of the 
original it felf reprefenting fo to 
the life & nature , the heavenlie 
king of the angells,brufed, woun- 
ded , murthered crucified: His fou- 
Je being then thas foftned & mol-. 
lified & almoft melted away in this 
dear paine ,wasthere by greatly di- 
{pofed to receive the impreffions & 

¢ Mate 














ee 
markes ofthe love & paine of his 
Soveraigne Lover, for his Memo- 
rie was wholly engaged in the ree 
membrance of this divine love , his 
imagination forcibly applyed to 
reprefent unto himfelf the wounds 
& wane blowes which his eyes then 
faw fo perfetlie well expreffed in 
the prefent picture , the underftan- 
ding receaved from the imaginas 
tion infinitely lively fpecies , & fi- 
nally loveemployed all the forces 
ofthe will, totake pleafure in & 
conforme it (elf to the Paffion of 
the well’ befoved then without 
doubt the foule found her felftrans 
formed into afecond Crucified , & 
had by aloving fympathie the felf 
firme forrowfull affections, paines 
& gricfes, Now the foule as th: for- 
me & Miftreffe of ihe bodie exer- 
eifing her authoritie upon it, prin- 

E 6 ted 
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ted the paines ofthe wounds in the 
parts correfpondantto thofe whe- 
rin her lover endured them : love is 
admirable in edging the imagina- 
tion to penetrate to the exteriour 
thus women with child having their 
imaginations.refined by love , im- 
print what they lift upon the childs 
bodie. A {trong inapination mar 
kesa manwaxe whitein one night, 
difturbinghis health & humours, 
d.ove then drove out the inward 
torments. of this great Saint, and 





“wounded the bodie with the dart of 


forrow , withavhich he had woun- 
ded the heart : But love being Wwit= 
hin could not, make the holes wit- 


“hout , & therefore the burning Se- 


raphin coming to helpe,darted she 
rayes of fo penetrating a light that 
i really printed in the Besh the ex- 
terlour, wounds. of a crucified, 
which 
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which love had imprinted interious 
Jy in his foule,;O DearGodconclyus 
des this author , how loving a pai- 
ne, & how painfulla love was this 
fornot onely at that inftant; bue. 
all the reft of his life after-this poo- 
re Saint went_pining , lamenting, 
& languishing as being fick of lo= 
ve, he fpent. his time in nothing. 
but fighes , teares, plaints, groa- 
nings, languours. & paines fo true 
then it. is, that which our faviour 
{poke tothat devout. perfon that 
thofe that aproach neareft my pafion my 
love confumes then into it (elf,c trans- 
formes them intome, How true is it 
what the felf fame author faies in an 
epiftle he wirtt to aladie an heart 
that truely loves JE sus Crucified 
loves his death his paines this tor- 
ments , his defolations difcourage- 
mét & whenhe finds the leaft pars 
tici~ 























 . Crrez 
ticipation of them heis glad , & em- 
bracesthem with: all his heart. A 
faithfull foule shall never be the 
fpoufeof.a glorified Jesus, be- 
fore she is of the’ Crucified , she 
shall never enjoy the nuptial bed of 
her triumphant love before she 
hath found the afflictive love of 
the couche of she Croffe; & fince 
the Chriftian fouleis not onely the 
{povfe ofa glorified Jesus but 
like wile ofa crucified Jie sus, she 
muftexpect'no other dowry, no 
other wedding ring no other bra- 
celets, them croffes , nailes, & 
thorns, & the feftival banquet to: 
be nothing but gall, & vinaigre, 
there is nothing ( fais this holy Pre- 
late in another place of his epiftls) 
that doth torment & affli@ us fo 
much as our owne proper love & 
felfe intercft , &the efteem we hia 
ve 















ve of our felves, forif we havenor 
‘thofe tendernefles & confolations 
of minde, gufts & fenfible fee 
lings in our prayer, interiour fweer- 
neflesin our meditations ; prefent- 
lie we are in trouble we are in af 
fiction: ifwe have any difficultie 
to do good attions, if anie thing 
doth oppofe our juft defigns pre- 
fentlie we are in paine to over co= 
meit with eagernefle & diftreffe, & 
to difengage our felves of it with: 
unquictoefle , & all this becaufe we 
love our confolations., our eafe, 
our commodities we would pray 
amidft the parfumes of {weet rofies,, 
& be virtuous by eating fugar, & 
inthe meantime we feldome loo- 
ke upon the fweet Jesus, who 
lay upon the ground {weating 
blood & water of diftreffe , for the 
extreame combat.& fight which he 
found 


i. 
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found in his interiour beeneen thé 
affections of the inferiour pare of 
his foule', & the refolutions of the 
fuperiour;:you have promifed me 
{aid adevout perfon to her:deareft 
Redeemer the greateft. & moft 
daintie delights of the worldy' & I 
perceive no fuchshing I feenofuch 
matter , 1 beleive no fuchthing, & 
our faviour made her this anfver 
it is becaufe you are in the condis 
tion of nothing for when my divi 
ne will doth condug a foule it: Leas 
ves nothing in her‘of whatfoever: is: 
humane , God almightie takes 
away all that is-proper to her & 
leaves her in nothing, he leaves her 
neitherlights, nor-{pirieuall fenfes,- 
heabandons theimagination to di= 
ftractiou & to other paines before! 
mentioned , he deprives the under = 
Randing ofits clarities & the will of 
alf: 
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alfguft & fenfible love he devefis 
the memorie of all thofethingsthat 
are not altogether neceflarie , af- 
wellinthe naturallas fupernaturall 
order , he takes from herall the re+ 
flex acts of virtues, not concurs 
ring with her to produce them, 
although hedoth concurre to the 
production ofthe dire& , & she no 
more perceives what paffes in the 
fupreme pointofthe foule she dos 
not any wayes perceive the confor- 
mitie she hath with the will of 
God,the peace&concord that doth 
refide inthe centre of her minde, 
the faith,the hope & charitie which 
she doth poffefle in a mofteminét 
degree , but on the contrarie she 
finds nothing buttrouble, but irs 
refignations , butthe paines that 
she feels. Oh that men would 
know & confider the goodnefle of 
our 
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our moft mercifull God , we often 
times finde his condué full of ri- 
gour, when inthe meane while it 
is full of. an ineffable mercie , we 
finners were fick of the great difea- 
fe of fin & defiled by the {pots that 
remained could not remedie our 
felves, & therfore the exceflive cha- 
ritie of the heavenlie phyfician of 
our foules, puthis healing hande 
to our diftempers , & becaufe the 
difeafe requires the application of 


“painfull-remedies. therefore we be- 


ginto cry out & lament, when we 


ought rather a thoufand times to 


kiffe his divine providence, & po- 
wre our felves forth into a@s of 
thanksgiving for fo great a benefitr 
& bounteous condefending to ape 
ply him felfto our fan tification, 
for hedoth not afford his extrordi- 
nary croffes to everie one but refer- 
ves 
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ves them.asa moft particular demo 
ftration of kindneffe to his moft 
intimate friends, whome he en- 
deavours by this meanes more fir- 
amely to unite to his holie friendship 
& facred familiaritie, for the eftate 
of fuffering is the shorteft way to 
perfe@tion fince it feparates the 
moft’, & by confequence unites the 
more ,& here I cannot but bring 
in the folid difcourfe of that devout 
author St. Francis Salefius Bishop 
of Geneva in his 2, Chapter of the 
ninth bookeof the love of God 
that the union of our wills with 
the will of God is chvifely made in 
affli@ions , to love fuffcrances & 
afflictions for the love of God is 
the higheft point of a moft holie 
charitie, for in chat there is nothing 
tobe loved , but onely the fincere 
willofhim that fends them, there 
1S. 





er 
isagreat contradi@ion on the part 
of our natures, & wedo not onely 
quitt or pleafures , our content & 
fatisfaction but we embrace tor- 
ments , pbaines & troubles. Goods 
are willingly receaved by all, burro 
receive euills belongs to none but 
thofe that have arrived to the per- 
fection oflove ; which loves them 
fo much the more, by how much 
the lefle they are to be beloved 
in themfelves , but onely for the 
fake of that divine hand that fends 
them. The travailler thatis a fraid 
to go out of the rightway whe= 
rin he is fecare walking in doubr, 
goeslooking thisway & that upoa 
the countrey heis in, & ftands mu- 
fing ateveriecorner ofthe fields & 
grounds he pafles by , but. he that 
is certain of the roade he isin, goes 
On couragiouflie ; pleafanclie & 
{willy 



































Cr17) | 
fiviftly , fo truly love defiring to g6 
onto the willofGod through con= 
folations, it goes alwayes in fear of 
loofing its way & in place of loving 
God & his holy will,,!it loves the 
cenfolations &comfort he fends: 
but the love that.goes towards the 
will.of God ainidft afli@ions & 
troubles walkeson with affurance, 
for affliction being no wayes love- 
liein it felf, it-iseafy not to love it 
for any otherend, but forthe will 
of God who fent it. Hounds are 
moftcomatonly at a loffe for the 
fent of the-hare in the fpring of the 
year, becanfe the fiveet odours of 
the fresh flowers do fo flrongely 
divert. them... that . -ir furpafles 
that of their game,;in the {pring of 
confolations our love hath f{carce 
any feeling know ledge of the good 
pleature of God , becaule the A 

ible 
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fible pleafure of the confolation' 
caft fo many attraits into its heart 
that itis diverted from the attention: 
he ought‘to have to find out the 
pure will of God in all things thus 
he: now amongft all the afflictions 
that can happentoa devout foule, 
there is none fo terribly trovblefe- 
me astholethar are in: the foule it 
felf, & by onely belonging toit are 
called {pirituall & interiour Croffes 
& afflifions, &.therefore the love 
that is practifed'in them is the moft 
refined’ & perfect becaufe the foule . 
is deprived’, by that means of what 
js more dearunto it, & what hath 
moft relation unto what it loves 
moft whichis devotion & therefore 
the aforefaid author goes‘ on ‘totell 
usin the following chapters what 
thofe interiour Crofles are & ex- 
plains it tous by feverall: examples 
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& fimilitude , & to begin where he 
ends viz, by the reall caufe of all 
thefe troubles, & the method God 
ufesin bringing them upon us, let 
usreprefentto our felves faies this 
devout authorthe fweet Jesusin 
Pilates houfe , where for ‘the love 
of us he was ftript of his cloathes, 
by thofe niinifters of death , the 
fouldiers.& not content with thae 
they take the skin with them, tca- 
ring itwith the blowes. of rods & 
whips, as, afterwards his foule was 
_ -f{eparared from his bodie, & his bo 
| die offlife, by the death which he 
| enduredupon the croffe, bur trhee 
| -dayes being once run. over, the 
foulé by the moft holie relbines 
ction, did reinueft her glorious bo= 
die , & his bodie ‘his mortall skin_; 
wearing. fundrie garments.,. sions 
refembling a Gardner now a Pil- 
grim, 
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grim, orinfome other fathion, ac- 
cording asthe {alvation of man & 
the glorie of God required. Love 
did allthis , & it is love alfo that en- 
tring into afoule to make it happi- 
lie die to it felf, & live to God, 
which doth ber eave it of all humain 
defires, & felfefteem , which is as 
clofely fixed to the fpiritas the skin 
to the flesh , & firips-her at length 
of her beft beloved affe€tions , as 
werethofewhich she had to fpiri- 
tuall contents, exercifes of picty the 
perfection of virtue, which feemed 
to bethe very life ofthe foule, & 
then she may very wel cry out I 
have putt of my garments & how 
can U reaflume them again I have 
washed my feet from all fort of af- 
fections , & can I ever be fo mad as 
to foilethem again I came naked 
out ofthe hand.of God ,-& naked 
will 
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willl returne thither ,God gaveme 
many defires, many fenfible devo- 
tions & Godhathtaken them away 
his holie name be bleffed; Yea the 
fame God that made us defire vir- 
tuesin our beginning, and which 
makes us practife them in all oc- 
currences , heitis , thattakes' from 
ustheafk Qionto virtues & all {pi- 
rituall exercifes, that with more 
tranquilitie , puritie & fimplicitie 
we should affe& nothing but the 
divine goodnefle for as the faire 
Judith referved indeed her coftly 
feftival robes in her Cabinett & yet 
placed not ‘her affeGion upon 
them, nor yet ever wore them in 
the time of her widowhood, fave 
onely when by Gods in{piration, 
she went to overthrow Olofernes: 
fo though we have learnt the prac- 
tife of virtue & the exercifes of de- 
¢ VO 
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yotion, yet are we not toaftect 
them or reinveft our heart fave 
onely fo far forth’, as we dilcerne 
itto agree with Gods good will 
& plealure, & as Judith wore full 
moornifg weeds , except onely 
in this occafion , wherin Gods will 
was that she should be in Pompe, 
fo are vve peaceably to remain , ve-! 
fted in our milerie, in our abjec- 
tion , in our defolation & drinefle, 
till God shall exalt us tothe prac-) 
tife of excellent actions. This is 
properlie called the death of the 
veil, for by this meanes our vvilk 
dies to all created goods & lives to 
Godalone , & his good pleafure. 
Death amongft men is nothing elfe 
buta paflage from onelife to ano- 
ther , & to die is no other thing, but: 
to overpaffe the confines of this 
mortall life; to arrive to the immor- 
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tall true itis our will can no moré 
die then our foules yet doth she fo- 
metimes outgoe the limits of her or 
dinarie life , to live wholly in the 
divine will , then it is that she nej- 
ther can or willdefireany thing at 
all, but gives her felf over totally 
& without referve to the good 
pleafure of the divine providence, 
moiftening & incorporating her 
felf with this good pleafure, thae 
She is not feen, butis hid with JE- 
sus-CurisT in God, when 
she lives not she ; but the will of 
Jesus in her, what becomes of 
the brightneffe of the ftars when 
th fonapearesin our horifon, cer- 
tainely it doth in no wife perish but 
is druncke up, & fpentin the fans 
fingular light , with which itis hap- 
pilie mixed & allied , & what beco- 
mes of mans.will when it is entirely 
Rp AG 
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delivered up to Gods pleafure , it 
doth not altogesher perish but it is 
fo druncke up & difperfed in the 
will of God , that it apears not, nor 
hath it any other will then the will 
of God. This is the higheft perfe- 
ction of our will ,to be thus united 
to its God & this union is moft per- 
fectly made by fuffering thefe inte- 
riour afflictions as will be made 
apear by a short defcription of 
them outofth. felffame author in 
the 3.11. & 12, Chapters of his 
ninth booke. The night before the 
great St. Peter was to fuffer mar- 
tyrdome an angell cameto the pri- 
fon. & filled it with {plendour, 
awaked Sr. Peter made him rife, 
girthimfelf, putt on his shooes'& 
cloathesfreedhim‘of his bonds & 
shackles, drew him out of prifon 
led him through all the gards, & 
ha- 
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having paffed a ftreet the angel left 
him in fall libertie, here was a great 
varietie of very fenfible actions, & 
yet St. Peter who was firft: awake, 
did not apprehend that which was 
firft done by the angel , was done 
indeed but efteemed it an imagina- 
rie vifion he was awake & yet did 
notthinke fo; he puton his ‘cloa+ 


thes & his shooes not knowing, 


thathe had doneit.: he walked’ d 
yetthought he walked not, He was 
delivered & yet beleived itnot : and 
all this becaufe the wonder of his 
deliverance was fo great, & it did 
engage his heast fo much , that 
though he had fenee & knowledge 
enough to doe what he did , yet 
had he not enough to-difcover that 
he did it reallie'& in good carneft > 
hefaw’ indéed the angel but could 
not.difcerne whither or no it was a 
F 3 true: 
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true & reall vifion , wheré upon 
he tooke noconfolation in his de- 
liverie , till fuch time as coming to 
himfelf: now quoth heI know for 
certain that God hath fenr his an- 
gell & hath delivered me out of he- 
tods hands & the expectation of 
the Jews: Even after the fame man- 
ner it goes with a foule which ts 
overcharged with interiour angulf- 
hes , for, beit , that she hath the 
powerto beleive, tohope & love 
her God, yet her diftreffe doth pot- 
fefle her & make head againft her 
fo defperately , that she can gett no 
time to make a retreat into her 
owne quarter, & fee what is done 
athome. Wherupon she is concei- 
ted that she hath neither faith,hope 
nor charitie, but onely the sha- 
dows & fruitlefle impreflions of 
the faid virtues which she appre- 
hends 
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ends in a manner without appre- 
hending them, & as flrangers not 
as the familiars ofthe foule. And if 
you will batt take notice of it you 
shall find our foules alwayes in this 
eftate when they are fiercely fete 
upon by any violent paflion , for 
they performe many actions as 
though they were in adreame with 
fo little feeling that they can {care 
celie beleeve that the paflage is real 
fach are the feelings of the foule 
which istofsed in the midft of {pt- 
ritual] anguishes; alas the poore 
heart is afflicted, when being as it 
were abandoned by love, it lookes 
round about & yet feems not to 
findit, it is not found in the exte- 
riour fences they not being capable 
ofit; norinth: imagination which 
is cruelly tortured by feverall on- 
fets : nor inthe inferiour part of the 
F 4 undera. 
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underftanding forthat is diftracted 
with a thoufand obfeurities of 
firange difcourfes & apprehenfions 
& thongh at length it be found in 
the top where it doth ftill refide yet 
doth the foule miftake it & concei- 
ve that it is notit,becaufe the thick- 
nefle of the darknefles. doth not 
permitt her to tafte the fweetneffe 
therof; & befides this poore fupe- 
riour portion of the foule being 
befett roundabout with the fugee- 
{tions ofthe enemie , she is even all 
inteares & hath-her. hands full in 
Keeping the gard leaft fin by fur= 
prife might gett the confent , fo 
that she can make no fallie to dis 
engage the inferiour part of her 
{pirit ; and albeit she have not loft 
heart , yetis she fo defperately fete 
at ,that though she be not guiltie 
of fault, yet is she not freefrom 
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paine ; for that her griefe might 
be full, she is deprived of the gene- 
rall confolation which doth ordi<- 
narilyaccompagnie us through all 
the other-calamities-of this life, to 
witt hope that they will be of no 
long continuance, but will have 
and end; fo that the heart in the 
midft of all thefetroubles falls into 
a certain impotencie of thinking to 
feeanend of them, &-confequen- 
thie of hoping to be eafed of its 
burden ; faithindeed which refides 
in the toproftthe fpirit aflures us 
that thefe troubles will have an end 
& thatoneday we shall enjoy our 
expected repofe, but thelowdnefle 
ofthe outcries & showts which the 
enemie makes in the reft of the 
foule about the inferiour reafons 
quarters will {carcely permitt it to: 
be heard , & we have our. imagina- 
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tion filled with this dolefull news, 
with this heavy prefage, alas I shall 
never be joyfull. B. Angela de fo- 
ligni, (faies this author in the 3. 
Chapter of the fame booke ) ma- 
kes an admirable defcription of 
thefe interiour pangs which she fuf- 
fered, faying that her foule was tor- 
turedliketo onetyed hand & foo- 
te & hung up by the neck without 
being ftrangled , but should hange 
in this eftare between life & death, 
without hope ofhelpe & not being 
ableto kcepe her felf upon her feet, 
nor affift her felf with her hands, 
nor crye out, nor yet figh or moa- 
ne, she was fo over charged with 
interiour anguishes & afflictions. 
that all her facultics & powers ware 
opprefled by privation of all that 
migh: releive her , & by the appre- 
henfion & impreflion of all. that: 
| might 
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might attriftateher , fo that at thé 
imitation ofher Saviour the begins 
to be troubled , to fear , to be dif 
mayed,and at légth to wax fad with 
a forrow like unto that of death 
whence she may fay my foule is fad 
even unto death; & withher whole 
hearts confent,she defires petitions, 
fupplicates , that if it be poflible 
this Calice may pafle , having no- 
thing left her faving the fupreme 
point ofher {pirit which cleaving to 
the-divine will faith wich a moft fin- 
cere fubmiffion not mine bur thy 
willbe done, & wich is diligentlie to 
be noted the foule makes this re= 
fignation amidft fo many trou 
bles, contradictions repugnances, 
thatshe doth even hardly perceive 
that she makethit, at leaftic feems 
to bedone fo coldlie, thatic is not 
done from her heart-nor-as it were 
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fitting , fince that which paffeth 
therein favour of the divine will, is 
not onely donewithoutdelight & 
contentment , but even againft 
the pleafure & liking of allthe reft 
of the leart/sswhom lové permitts 
to bemoane. her {elf., at leaft to 
moane that she cannot bemoane 
her felf,& to figh out all the lamen-. 
tations of Job & Jeremie-z-yet with 
charge that a facred peace be ftill 
conferved in the very bottome of 
the heart, in the higheft & moft 
delicate point of the {pirit ; and this 
fubmiflive peace isnot tender or 
{weet, noryetin a manner fenfible, | 
thougi-otherwife fincere; ftrong; 
invincible & fulloflove, & it feems 
to have betoke it felf to the very.- 
end of the {pirit, as into the dun=- 
geon ofthe fort, where it remains: 
couragious ; though all the reft 


£ 

































Cr33)y 7 
betaken & oppretied withforrows 
and by how much the more lo- 
ve in this cafe is deprived of all 
helpes:, forfaken of all the aide of 
the virtues & faculties-ofthe foule, 
by fo much the more itis to be 
praifed for conferving conftantlie 
its fidelitie. 

Such are the feelings of the foule. 
whichis tofied in the midft of fpi- 
rituall anguishes , w hich do excee= 
dinglie’ putifie & refine love , for: 
being ftirpt ofall pleafure by me- 
diation whercof she might be joi-- 
ned to God, she is joyned & united 
to God immediately , willto will; 
heart to heart , without the leaft: 
mediation of content, or any other: 
pretenfion. hiaceeledrs fick child 
ofthat difpofition , that he would 
couragiontlie have eaten whar his 
noe r prefented him though with: 
an 











Ce 
an‘incredible loathing ) for a puré 
defire he had to give her content :in 
this cafe he eate his meate without 
taking any pleafureinit: & yetnot 
withouta pleafure of an higher ra- 
te & ranck , which wasthe pleafu- 
re of pleafing his mother & in per- 
ceiving her content & fatisfaQion, 
But another(who withoutfeing his 
mother, by the meere knowledge 
he had ofher defire , tooke all that 
was brought to him by her order ) 
he eate without any pleafure at alf 
for he neither had the pleafure of 
eating nor yet the content- 
ment to fee his mother pleafed but 
did onely purely & fimply to do 
therin her will. The contentment 
of our Prince or of any partie that 
we love carneftlie, & tharis prefeno 
with us , makes watchings paines 
travailes delicious & begets in-us a 
love 
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love of perill, But nothing is {@ 
difcomfortable asto ferve a maifter 
that knowes it not, or at leaft if he 
knows it, gives no figne that he 
doth «know it.Love muft be ftrong 
in this oceafion becaufe it runnes 
alone without being fut eined by 
any pleafure or pretenfion. 

Thus it comes to pafle ‘oftenti- 
mes that we have no confolation 
in the exercife of holie love , for 
that being like deafe fingers , we 

ear not our Gwne voices nor en- 
joy the melodie of our owne fong, 
yea farther we are prefled with a 
thoufand feares , frighted with a 
thoufand falfe alarums,, which the 
enemie gives round about our 
heart; fuggefling that peradventu- 
re we are not in grace with our mai- 
fter , & that our love is fruitleffe , 
yea that it is falfe & vain fince it 
brings. 




















SSS eee : ets == 





; Cry. 
brings forth no comfort , and then 
we labour not without pleafure 
onely , but with an exceeding di- 
{trefle , being neither able to difco- 
ver the profitt of our labour, nor 
the contentement for whome we 1a: 
bour, & thisis the intent our good: 
phyfician hath to bring us off & 
weane us from that’of creatures: 
& moreintimely unite us to him- 
felf & his divine pleafure. 

We mutt then obferve a great 
abufe of manie people who thinke 
they find themfelvesin thefe fuper~ 
naturall condition oftorments, & 
in the meane time they are far off 
of it, & thefe maybe the onely: 
marks by which we may know 
whither we are in the paines of 
no. The firftis, ifthe foule doth 
not or will not finde anie content 
in all the creatures ofthe world, al~ 
n3 thouglas 
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though they be never fo much tettr 
pted by an inclination to them, for 
it isa fignethat she is united to God 
himfeif , otherwayfe she would per- 
mitther felfe to follow the motions 
‘of nature. The fecond is, if she 
hath care & diligence not to offend 
God inthe leaft matter , for ifshe 
didnotlove God , she would make 
no difficultie to offend him , & the 
drinefle shethen finds is an aridi= 
tie & not merely a wearinefle & 
floath. 

The third thing is if she cannot: 
meditate as she was wont, but she 
finds her felfarrefted by a generall 
knowledge,and a fimple view,with 
out diftinguishing any thing in 
particular. The fourth figne is if 
perfons of experience do fay her e(= 
tate is of paines and fufferings,other 


wife there is as much difference bet- 
ween 
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wéén thefe paines , & the others, 
as between light & darkneffe. 

But to Conclude what muft he 
do inallthefe conditions , he muft 
adore the divine will,& in the man- 
ner he is able , abandon him felf 
without any referve, without any 
confult without anie reflexion , to 
all the torments that he shall pleafe 
to fend ; and shun a certain defire 
that everie one finds’in himfelf to 
¢ome out ofthem, becaufe this is 
quite oppofite to an entire aban- 
don of ones felf, & becaufe it fer- 
ves for nothing elfe but to aug- 
ment the paines we fuffer, becaufe 
they are fent us to take away all 
imperfection , & therefore this de- 
fireis agreatone. When the anger 
of Godwith all bis punishements 
is fett before us,we muft endeavour 
to receive them with joy & with 
ftretchs 
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flretcht outarms, & all that shalf 


happen by the meanes of men & 
creatures. 

Butto defcend more to particu 
lars of what we ought to do in thefe 
troublefome conditions, we shall 
bring the advice of the R. F. St- 
mon de Bourge Religious of St. 
Francis in the frft purgation of the 
inferiour part , we ought notto dif- 


fipate our {elves inthe pleafures of 
p P 


the exteriour under pretence of 
comfort & eafe, although fometi- 
mes it would be neceflarie to take 
fome laudable recreation, in the 
view & fight ofthe divine will. It is 
not neceflarie to force our felves 
to a troublefome introverfion , 
thatis the way to ruine the health 
& hinder -our prayer. We muft 
endeavour to accept of thefe pat- 


mes with minds full oflove & con- 
tenet 
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tenit, although they may be fent ini 
punishement of our faults & in 
chaftifement of our mifdemea- 
nours;& efteem our felfs worthy of 

all evills, & of thofe that are fat 
greater then thofe we fuffer , fince 
we defervean hell: to hold for cer= 
tain that the way of the croffe is. 
the moft fure, the moft pure, & 
the beft, & thinke our elf thrice 
happy that we partake of the pai- 
nes of our deareft redeemer,&keep 

our felfs content in the fupreame 

part ofthe {piritto unite our {elf to. 
the divine Operation in the. tor- 

ments which he fends:'to punish 

corrupt nature , to fuffer & endure 

the difficulties of our prayer ina 

fimple viewe of God , although we 

find no guft or refentment, which 
isa certain death of our a@s & of 
our {elves too , Wherein we conti- 

















nually worke by how much the 
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more wethinke not of it , enfine 
we muftendeavourtoreft & quiet- 
lie repofein the opinion of our di- 
rectours. 

Inthe fecond Purgation of the 
fpirit , that the foule should not 
force it felfto have alwayes the fen- 
fible prefence of God , for that 


‘would but redouble its paines, é& 


draw it from the contemplation 
wherein God himfelfhath putt it. 
That she abftain from exercifing 
her owne proper acts , & content 
her felf with her cooperation to the 
divine operation in the fuperiour 
part. That we muft not much re- 
fleé&t within our felves to confider 
how we workein theinteriour, & 
after all we muft refolve to live in 
the midft of troubles , of anguishes, 
of diftrefles., without feeliug , re 
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houttight , without any knowné 
love , fince God will not vouchfafe 
to give itus.T he foule in this condi 
tio lifts it felfup like a facred Palme 
by fo muchthe moreit is deprefled 
& bent downewards, a great Pre- 
Jace {peaking of thefe torments , 
tells us, that ifany one should ha- 
ve cured us of our evils we ought 
to cali himto a fuite oflaw , & for- 
cehim by right to render what is 
fo ufefull & fo profitable, & St.Te- 
refe knew very well the advantages 
when she aflures usin the booke of 
the way of perfedtion, that the fou- 
le gets more by receaving paines 
from God, then it would have do- 
ne in ten yearesin the wayes of her 
owne choice. Thefe are the cro{= 
fes & afflictive paines that the divi- 
ne goodnefle fends to unite our 
foules more ftri@ly to himfelf, & 
they 
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they are far.to be efteemed beyond 
any other exteriour crofles, be- 
caufe they deprive us ofa {pirituall 
good, whileft the other doth be- 
reaveusonely of fome. corporeall 
enjoyment, as ficknefle deprives of 
bodilie health, perfecution of the 
| good will of thofe we live amongft, 
dilgraces of the efteem of men, &e. 
| Butyetto make this treatife of the 
| Croffes more full we will {peake 
bricfelie of them in 1.01 2. Chap- 
| ters, 
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C.H A.P. TBeRt DX 


Of Sickneffes, & abandonings of 


GY CALKYeS. 


K* T. Terefia blefetr God that 

J deing butof a weake comple- 
xion, she by that meanes was moft 
commonlie tormented with vio- 
lent feavers & others diftempers in 
her travaihs & voyages, & aflured 
her religious that a land thar was 
cultivated by labours & troubles of 
fickneffes & inconveniences, was 
never unfrui@full but alwayes re- 
freshed-with-the divine showres of 
the holy Ghoft; rejoice you thar 
have any corporall defect , whither 
it be by your birth, or by fome 
other accident, for you will not be 
fo pleafing to creatures & by con- 
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fequence they will not cleave to 
you, &will give you oceafion to fee 
parate your felf from their love & 
unite your fclfeto God alone. O 
how happy a grace is the difgraces 
of nature or accident , & what 
would we not have given , when 
we come into another life for thole 
meanes & occafions which fepara- 
ted us from all created beings to 
unite us to the creatour. O how 
manie foules now lye groaning & 
fighing inthe bottom ofhell, be- 
caufe they enjoyed in this life bo- 
dies well made & of a healthfull 
conftitution ; Oh that you could 
but hear them curfe the time whe- 
rein they enjoyed whatthey & the 
world with them have efteemed be- 
fore the greateft bleflings beutie, d& 
a good naturall grace & comport- 


ment ; & how many foules have 
bin 
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bin faved becaufe they difpleafed 
creatures, & united themfelves to 
-the creatour’: or becaufe they had 
an infirme bodie & fubjeé to dif- 
tempers & diteales they did not en- 
gagethemfelvesin the vaine plea- 
{ures & fatisfadions. of the world. 
God, faith St. Catherine of Genua, 
makes a Purgatory in this world 
ofthé bodies of thofe that are fick 
& diftemperedlearne that this is a 
graceto great, thatit alone is {uf- 
ficient to bring us to the top of an 
high-petfection, as we may find by 
th: lives of manic Sts whole whole 
courfe was nothing but a continual 
ficknefle. O how the fe people thar 
are people of fufferances how do 
they draw downe a,thonfand be- 
nedictions of heaven upon thofe 
communities wherinth:y lead thetr 
miferable & happy lives & they do 
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{ncomparablie’ more good , then 


thofe that have fo many habitudes, 


fo many natural perfections,fo ma- 


ny intriques , fo many ingenious 


Gnventions, that they are common- 
Tie lookt upon as the upholders of 


their Communities. O my*God, 


how your divineeyes looke.upon 


things in another manner then the 
eyes of mortals, -& thofe wife fages 


that looke upon all things with the 


eyes of an humane policie , for 
communities are never better both 
fortemporals & {pirituals, butthen 
when they arefifled with thofe that 


‘are truly crucified with their Sa- 


viour upon the croffe, Thorough- — 
fie underftand this trath you that 


‘are fliperiours’, & call to’mind that 


‘your houfes can never be -berter 
fupported then by the ftrength of 
the Crofle,& thinke upon this you 

that 
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that are fubjects , thatif your crof- 
fes are great , youare fo much: the 
happy before God, & obfervantof 
your fuperiours. 

We often. times complaine of 
what we ought rather a thoufand 
times to be glad & excedinglie re- 
joice & when we efteem our felves 
the moft miferable , itisthen we are 
the moft happie , this truth is clear, 
lie evident to thofe that are enlight-. 
ned by the true doctrine of arlively 
faith upon the fubject ofthe dere- 
lion of creatures & efpecially of. 


-thofe thac are our friends &- ac- 


guaintances. Ie. is true that this: 


forfaking & being left. by. ones: 


friends & neareft relations is one. 
of the moft fenfiblecrofles & that 








which touches everie one the moft 
of all the reft.. The B. Henry de 
Sufo haying binaccufed of anin-. 
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famous crime , went to receave’ 
fome comfort from his friends & 
allies , but they would not fo much 
as looke upon him’, (and this! ds 
the common courfe of the world 
we do nor willingly looke upon 
any one that is humbled) now 
this holy perfon did avouch that 
this was verie fenfible & grievous 
unto him, but the rephet {pea- 
king in the perfon of otf faviour 
doth he not plainely obferve that 
this dereli€tion of his friends was an 
affliction fo hard & fo troublefome 
thar it cauffed in him an extraordi- 
nary forrow. The fpirit of love 
faith the hiftorie of St. Catherine of 
Genua , tooke away all her friends 
& fpirituall acquaintances of who- 
me she was wont to receave much 
comfort & alleviation in her diftref 
{es & anguishes , &'she remained 
alto- 
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altogether abandoaned within her 
felf, deprived alfo of any comfort 
from her Confeffor , it was becaufe 
God didintend to make hera crea- 
turetrulie divine. St. Paul lived no 
more in himfelf, it was Jesus that 
was onely in him & with him in all 
his funétions bat he was elevated 
to fo gloriousan eftate by moft ex- 
treme deprivations, O my God, 
how the condu¢t of the divine pro- 
vidence is wholly admirable , the 
creat Apoftle finds him felfe forfa- 
Ken by his dear Galatians , becaufe 
he too: freely. told them, the truth: 
& found himfelf rejected & {cor- 
ned by thofe very people which he 
himfelf tells us did efteem him once 
anangellof God nay as J E sus- 
Curis T himfelf, & to {peake in 
his owne langnage they were ready 
to bereave themfelves. of whatis. 


G 4 moaft. 














C1g2y 
moft pretious & dear to all thei- 
fight ifthey had thoughtit had any 
wayes conduced to his fatisfaction, 
doth not he declare unto usthat he 


was forfaken by all the world when 


atthe fametime,, he tells us, that 
God did moft ofall affift him , fo 
true it is that God is moft of alf 
where creatures are the leaft. But 
is there any thinglike to the holie- 
humanitie of the adorable Jesus 
who was hypoftatically united 
to the divine word it felf; in fuch 
a fort that it was trulie faid J E- 
sus is God; & yet O wonder 
of wondersit is certain that the a- 
bandonings he fuffered were in- 
comparable. He is betrayed by 
one of his difciples ; the cheife & 
firft of his Apoftles did denye him, 
all left him = the'angells gave him 
over to the crueltie of his enemies ; 


he 
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he is parted from his beloved nio-, 
ther , leaving her atthe foote of the. 
crofle , the holie Ghoft condués 
him to be facrificed as the Apoftles 
teaches us, the eternal father leae 
ves him & at lafthe leaves & forfa= 
keshiafelfe, info great a: degree, 
that his fubjeéts, his creatures , hea- 
ven & earth & as an excellent au- 
thordoth very well remarke his fa- 
ther, his mother ,.& the holte 
Ghok, & Jesus. himfelf.make 
up burone bodie , ro affli& & tor- 
ment. J. sus, thele truths if they 
were well penetrated would rather 
caufe.in our minds a defire .of 
being thusleft & forfaken,, then a 
fear off{uffering it,let the whole fra, 
me.of.nature frett as much as it 
pleafes,, let she foule of man -rea-, 
fon. asmuch asitwill, this {pecta- 
cle'of a God made man thus left. & 
G 5 de 
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deferted , leaves us incredible loves 
for all poflible abandons ofall: fore 
ofcreatures, ©’ OTE 















CHAPTER X. 


Of the loffe of honour , and perfecutions 
of the world. © 


J Uthat we can do by our fpi- 

£ & ritvall exercifes is nothing if 
it doth not arrive to the perfec 
contempt of all that is honourable, - 
for he willnot reach to 'the perfect 
union-ofa crucified {aviour, becau- 
fe itis this that he hath alwayes.em- 
braced & ch:rished ‘moft of all 
things in this world, & it-was the 
eftate in which he choafeto leave it, | 
& what will then become -of the. 
wife of the world for fo T may call» 
even thofe fpiritual perfons , who 
are 
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aré of opinion that it is neceffarie 
to do goodto havecredit, & to be 
in honour of the world, the great 
St. Terefelookes upon ‘this maxi- 
me as an infupportable miftake , 
drewe more wife & knowing then 
thé eternal wifedome to find out 
more convenient wayes. to do 
good, then thofe he himfelf hath 
practifed & found out, O my fouleé’ 
letus fixoureyes-upon this exam= 
ple’ & never remove them from it. 
Ket us bit confiderthat he had {o’ 
great an horrour for the good opi-' 
nion of the world } that at his birth: 
he apearedin a poore miferable fta 
ble in the midft of wo’ viléanimals’ 
upon athrone of ftraw , and a little’ 
after he shamefully’ flyes before: 
thofe that perfecure him to’ take’ 
away hislife, he paffes his-enfancie’ 
ita ftrdnge countric in a great & 
DE, G6 Une. 




















SSeS 








C156 ) 
unheard of miferie; enfine he ré- 
mains at laft shut upinthe shop of 
a poore Carpenter untill the age of 
thirtte yeares & when he apeared 
for the efpace of three yeares & mo 
reit was but to be rhe more loaded 
with confufions & charged with all 
forts of difgraces , if his fermons are 
made much ofhe will yet for all that 
find others that shall denye him & 
thinke he isa foole & a madman. 

- In the meane time the people di- 
vide themfelves into feverall parts 
fomefaying that he was. a good man 
& others on the contrarie thought 
he was. a, deceiver a hypocrite, by 
athers he ts.accufed of thofe crimes. 
whichare committed againft God. 
again{ft mem, & againft himfelf, he 
is accufed of thofe moft horrid: & 
unheard of. mifdemeanours, as of, 
treafon againft both humain & di- 
sites . aa vinG. 














C197)" 
vine majeftie , of affectation of thé 
divinitie , & ufurpation of the mo- 
narchie of the world; they.cry. out 
that he is a feducer of the people 
a difturber of the publicque peace, 
that heis a winebibber & that he 
hatha fecretalliance with the devils, 
& that he himfelfis poflefled. He is. 
conduéted to the tribunal of the: 
Ecclefiaflique, & there is fome 
appearance that the cheife Prieft 
should be favourable to his tano- 
cence, & thatthe doctors should. 
notletthemfelves be furpriled , but 
alas it is thefe that condemne him. 
with the greateft paflion & the. 
high Prieft renting his garment {uf- 
ficiently showed the averfion he 
had imprinted in his minde. Helis, 
earried before the governour ofthe 
Province, before king herod &. 
beforeall is condemned,& whatin- 
fame 
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famie greater then this , for what ~ 
wouldthe world not fay , that fu- 
rely it muft needs be as they had 
imagined , ‘becaufe he was con- . 
demned by the cheife Prieft by 
Kings , & Princes & the reft of the 
judges oftheir nation , he is found 
to be faultie in all the tribunals. 
both Ecclefiaftique & feculier , &: 
that by undeniable proofes of wit- 
nefles & authentick teftimonies & 
now we fee thar all thé fanétitie’ 
that did apearin him was nothing » 
elfe but hypocrifie, & his miracles 
nothing but illufion ; they faid ve- 
ry well that he was a deceiver & a 
cheate, & itis not onely the people 
that are againft him , but one of his 
owne difciples delivered him up to 
our high Priefts & gouvernours 
which is a figne that he knew more 
chen wasgood, & more then the 
? reft:: 
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reftofthe world knew , & he like- 
wife that feemed to be the moft zea- 
lous ofall found his life & conver- 
fation fo difgracefully abominable, 
that he himfelf was afraid to ack- 
nowledge him in the prefence of 
apoore ferving maid , & choofe 
ratherto forfweare he knew him, 
then to confcfle that he was one of 
his followers , allthe reft did leave 
& abandon him , which was an evi- 
dent demonftration ofthe truth of 
all that hath bin faid againft him 
& after all he muft needs bea ftran- 
ge fellow, fince they preferred th-i- 
ves & robbers before him, & that: 
thofe that follicite againft him are 
a fort of people that fear God for 
they continually exercife workes: 
of mercy & charitie demanding the: 
deliverie of a poore prifoner & we-- 
re {o.religious that they would noe- 
| de= 
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defile themfelves. by entring into. 

Pilates hall.Befides all this they ad- 

ded farther that God who 1s al- 

waycsthe Protectour ofthe juft & 

innocent,did abandon & leave him. 
& would not vouchfafe to hear. 
him when he cryed out unto, him 

& called upon him, at laft there is. 
no place for to doubt of the malice. 
of his crimes fince to finish all he 
died uponthecrofle which isa de- 

clared curfe & a knowne maledics- 
tion , not oncly by the ¢common- 
opinion of the vulgar,but by ithe. 
authoritie of the divine word it- 
felf. Here o: humaine prudence , 
you may feethe conduit of a Dei-: 
fied God is. it pofhble.,.cryes, out , 
thar great St. Terefia ;that I should: 
defire my God ,, that, anie bodie, 
should have a good opinion of me, 
fince they have {aid fo much evill 
of 
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of you & it was for this reafon that 
the Apoftle protefts that the world 
was crucified to him & he to the 
world, as muclvas ifhe should fay 
that the world & its honours & 
pleafures was unto himin the fame 
horrour & diflike , as one that is. 
hanged upon a gibbet is to a Paf- 
fenger that walkes by , & that like- 
wife on the contrarie he wasa hore. 
rour & contempt to the world ; 
feing he cherished fo much’, what 
that did as much abhorr, difgraces 
& contempt, & therefore he tells 
us that the worldlooked upon him 
asafoole or a madman. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


of Perfecutions both of the world, & 
‘of the good. 


J T isan affured truth becaufe we 

have receaved it from the mouth 
oftruth ic felf, that°all thofe that 
will piouflie live in ‘Jzsus-Curist 
shall foffer perfecution ; the fervant 
is not above his maifter, if the 
world hath cruellie perfecuted the 
fouveraigne & lord ofallthings , it 
will not fpare his difciples , but 
how shall not the world make war 
againft its enemies , when it is fo ri- 
gorousto its friends & familiars , & 
therefore'it isan oracle ofthe holie 
Ghoft , that he that difpofes him- 
felfto ferve God difpofes himfelfto 
undergoe feverall temptations & 
traills. 
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trialls. It isthe cheifeft grace & fa- 
vour of the greateft friends of our 
faviour alwayes to fufter inconve- 
niences from the world, if one fe- 
parates himfelf from companie the 
more feriouflie to applie himfelfe 
tothe bufinefle of hts falvation; 
then prefentlic it muft needs be out 
ofa bad humour. If one is ferious 
in converfation they will prefentlie 
fay that itisa frightfull devotion, & 
thar this way, of proceding fpoiles 
all the fervice of God. If one is 
pleafant & of a good & cheerfull 
humour, then prefentlie he muft 
needs be a {coffer & willtell. us that 
devotes can be mery. as well as 
others. Ifby chance their happens 
fon einconuemence in the lofle of 
soods or in the management of af= 
faires, they prefentlie lay the.bla- 
me upon devotion , & complain 
that 
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that they do not take that care & 
diligence that is requifite of their 
bufineffe , although althis is falfe & 
thaticis certain tnt they do al they 
can. Iffome perfons havean ill di- 
{pofition , & fall very-frequentlie 
into faults they prefentlie blame 
holie devotion as though it could 
never faile infine the whole life of 
thofe that ferve God is put upon 
the examen , withourever the leaft 
thinking or troubling themféelves 
withthe injuftice they commite in 
taking uponthem the judgements 
of God, &the fin they themfelves 
are guiltie of by fo ealilic condem- 
ning another. 

But we muft obferve thar there 
are fome’ perfons that‘are putt to 
the prove fo ftrongelie , that ie 
feems they live for nothing elfe but 
tobe a marke-of contradiftion & 
that 
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that of reproaches , calumnies , dif- 
graces , jeares , & a thoufand offen- 
five difcourfes is the moft common, 
if one fallsinto atrue & reall fault, 
they will fay that it is to render 


‘God great honour & glorieto ma- 
-Keit publicque, & if it be a faule 


that isnotfo confiderable , they are 
ingenious enough to find out 
wayes to make it pafle ‘for one of 
great “importane, & fometimes 
thefe light mifdemeanours give oce 


-cafion of great perfecution, Itisre- 


ported in the life of that holie per- 


-fon F. dela Croix , that after all the 


informationsthat were made of his 
life the articles givenjagainft him if 
they had bin proved true would 


‘have bin ne: more then ‘venial fins 


at the moft , & yet what ftirs, what 
tempeft did not thefe informations 


make abour the world. If they 
€ane= 
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cannot denie the vertuesthat are 
evidentlie feen in their lives ; they 
prefentlie condemne them of hy- 
pocrifie & illufion: if one {peakes 
fimply & plainely concerning fo- 
me mercies that the divine bountie 
hath beftowed upon us, they then 
cry out of the-want ofhumilitie , & 

af one keepe filence then they are 

_ blamed as though they were culpa- 

ble & that one then is obliged to 
defend one felfe & that the honour 

_ of God doth’ exad it; ifone f{pea- 

Ke they prefently faies that ‘the 

| faints alwayes held their toungues, 

| You-will fay that the minds of all 

/people are filled with no thing 

}elfe but with a thoufand contra- 

| dictions & oppofitions avainft the- 

fe perfons. All is well in others 
but in thefe nothing but malice, 
nothing but wickednefle., If one 
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ean but obferve the leaft naturall 
imperfedtion in which moft com- 
molie there is no fin atall prefent- 
lie it muft beI know not what vi- 
ce, I know not what crime, & 
this not onely from feculiers but 
alfo from thofe that are moft'{pi- 
rituall , there cannot a calomnie 
be found which shall nor be caft 
upon this poore creature & that 
alfo by the falle reports of thofe 
that thinke they do wel in accu- 
fing of her, and shethat before was 
in honour,in efteeme & the creditt 
of the moft perfect & virtuous, 

relentlie becomes the contzarie 
defpifed, laughed att, & abando- 
ned by all creatures, & that which 
is theworft ofallit feems that hea- 
wen it felf combines to affliG this 
perfon , I could.bring a moft il- 


luftrious example ofthis truth, but 
| shall 
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Shall: referve ie un till the next: 
chapter , & shall onely make 
ufe of one fuficiently knowne, 8 
that is of that great Servant of God 
P. Baltazar Alvarez confeffor to 
the glorious Saint Terefia ofwho- 
me she Knew by. revelation thar 
there was none fo much advanced 
in perfection, & yet how did he fuk. 
fer from all forts of creatures & 
thar even from fome of his owne 
he was. accufed of a mof noto- 
rious fault in a generall congrega- 
tion of his focietie > & charged 
with the faults of his {fchollars be- 
caule they did not fpeake as they 
should shave done concerning 
prayer. And thisis one of the in- 
juftices of men to attributeto Di- 
rctours the defaults oftheir Schol 
lars, & St. Terefe aflures us that he 
had notalittle to fuffer for her fake 
H from 











































| _ eel 3 
from the judgements which the 


‘world made of her, & laydall upon 


him. Andcthus much may be faid 
for thofe that fuffer by thofe that 
are of the world & of a’contrarie 
Opinion to them , & that either 
out of jealloufie, envie , or reven- 
ge, but that which is worft of all 
is when they are perfecuted by tho- 
fe of a good life & of a ‘right inten- 
tion now among ft thele’ moft of 
them thinke they do God almigh- 
tie-good fervice , he permitting 
themto find out reafonable foun- 
dation & grounds to dott. The 
R. F. Ludovicus de Pont in the 
life of P. Alvarcz doth make 
mention of the glorious Sr. Jo- 
feph who did fufpeét (his {poule 
ofacrime)without the leaft faulron 
her part becaufe he faw fome exte 
riour fignes of it,& could notcow- 
pre- 
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prehend the conception of the eter 
— nal word without the natural mea- 
 nes,by the helpe of the holieGhoft, 
It is true that the niiber of thefe per- 
fonsisvery rare, becaufe the cor- 
ruption of nature, {lflove, fecret 
looking after our owne interefts, 
which ts as commonlie hidden asit 
is almoft alwayes really found in 
moft of our affaires , & therefore 
_ Corrupted nature moft commonlie 
mingles it felfwith the fincereft in- 
tentions , whitther it be, becaufe 
we take bulinefles with to much 
heate or posh them on with to 
twuch forwardnefle , or are carried 
On with to great a zeale & eagere 
ineffe in our affaires & fo endeavour 
| 
to arrive to the end ofour bufinef- 
fe with to great an empreffment 
whither or no it bé becaufe we fut. 
fer our felves co be overtaken to 
| H- 2 foon 
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foon beleiving too eafilie the re- 
ports we hear , faftning the mind, 
filling the memorie with the 
faults that are objected , without 
taking leafure to shirilee of the 
reafons on the contrarie; or be- 
caufe-we give to. much way & 
{cope to the working of our {piri- 
tuall enemie , who is alwayes fee 
king whome he may devoure , & 
oftentimes in thefe occafions ape 
kes himfelf mafter of the imagina- 
tion by sepranciling the fpecies, 
moving & agitating the Si eN ay a 
fuch aiacbant thatthey areno mo- 
re capable of receiving the impref- 
fions ofthe truth , becaufe they are 7 
not capable to underftand when it 
is never fomuchtoldthem, & we _ 
have agreat example of thisin the~ 
perfon.of P. Jeandela Croix,who 
was fufficien the exercifed in that 
na- 
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nature byone of his owne order, 
who never left off vexing & trou- 
bling-the Servant of God untill his 
verie Jaft moment of his life {o far 
thathe was troubled when any one 
went bur near him to vifit & fee 
him; & the hiftorie of his life doth 


teach us that the imagination of 
| this perfecutour of hiswas fo ftran- 
_ gely poffefled by the Enemie, thar 


he made all that was faid in the 
behalfe ofthe Saint to feem im pro- 
bable by perverting it into a bad 
conftruction , & by that meanes 
alwayes kept him in coler & anger 
againft the Saint, now all thefe per- 
fons notwithftanding alltheirgood 


intentions, were nevertheleffle very 


faultic & blameworthy, &after they 
have ferved the ends of Godin pu- 
rifying & perfecuting his Saints 


) they are chaftifed here inthis world 


ete & 
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& in the next too in Purgatory by 
very great paines as the hiftories.& 
lives of che Saints do teftifie in. ma- 
ny places : it is true thefe perfons: 
would not lett: themfelves: be:car- 
ried on by a bad opinion, if they 
knew it, yet it istheir faultto let 
themfelves be deceived. Infine it is a 
ereivious matter to: be the inftru- 
ment of the enemie to punish & 
trouble the Saints of God. with 
never fo. many good tel niighs 
that they have, becaufetheenemie 
makes ule of thénd to bring about 
his defigns. 

God almightie who is isiilicny 
elfe but goodnefle hath alwayes 
his glorie for hisendinthe exercife 
of his fervants, & the fanctification 
of their faules , & heisrefolvedto 
eftablish his kingdome in an admi- 
rable way through tribulations, 


pet- 
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perfecutions, & travailes , which 
they fuffer, in fuch fort thatthey 
accomplish his greatcft defigns by 
the wayes of the. crofle , wayes.that 
are wholly hid to the prudence of 
the world. who, cannot perfuade 
themfelves, that humiliations & 
annihilations are the moft advan- 
tageous meanes.to do good for 
whatapearance is therethat a. man 
in his apoftolicallfunétions should 
go through better. then with, ho- 
nour & praife; doth not all the 
worldthinke it fitt & neceflary that, 
there should be fome. reputation , 
fome eftecem , fome amitie & friend 

ship of creatures inthe cafe, & yet 

if wee looke upon the adorable Je- 
sus, the holieapoftles which have 

converted the whole world, the 
gteateft Saints which God hath 

made ufe of & which have accom- 


2 plis- 
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plished the greateft defignes of his 
divine providence, & it is for this 
reafon that he did permite that they 
ware not onely exercifed by tho- 
fe that ware bad, buréven by thofe® 
that ware ‘the’ moft Innocent , it 
would be but a little mater to fuffer 
from thofe perfons whofe teftimo- 
nie doth net make that livelie im- 
preffion upon their {pirits that it 
should doe, or ought to doe, but 
it is {ome thing toendure & fuffer 
from thofe that are of a good ef- 
teem & a righteous life whofe jud- 
gements & opinions cannot eafili¢d 
be rejected, and fach were thofe 
that did perfecute the great St: Te- 
relia, whofe authoritic was fo great, 
& virtue fo confiderable , that it 
was enough to offend them not 
to beleive , & this is*“what’ the 
Bishop’ fpeakéesthat writes her life, 
“a ok {o 
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fo that the great St. Peter de Al- 
cantara very well obferves , that 
one of the greateft troubles that 
she ever fuftered was the perfecu- 
tion of thofe that had a good in- 
tion, & were juft , & goodthem- 
felves : the Stinges of Bees, faid our 
divine Saviour upon this {ubject to 
a devout foule, are far more {mar- 
ting & tormentuous then thofe of 
other flyes. But the enemie hath 
other ends in all this for he by thefe 
means intends to hinder a thou- 
fand goods which otherwayes 
would have bin procured by thefe 
forvants of hisif they had not bin 
hindred by thefe malicious inter- 
pretations & criengs out againft 
them, or at leaft rendring their 
conduct fulpicious & doubrfuil to 
the end, one should not follow 
their.advice & alltharis to be done 
ite H 5 in 
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* (1978) Rem 
in this cafe is that perfons of ho- 
nour & honeftie should rake heed 
not to fecond the defigns of the 
infernal enemie , & that they 
should learne this one thing thir al- 
though wenever thinke on it we 
often give place to thefe enterpri- 
fes , & that with verie good inten- 
tions , of which they are not wan- 
ting to make ufe according to their 
reed. 
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CHAPTER. XII. 


The perfect Croffein the Perfons of the 
B. Henrie de Sufo, & the glorious 
St. Terefia Reformatrix of 
the Cavmes, 


He firft of thefe isthe B. Hen 

ry de Sufo , he began his crof- 
fe firft bya perf. & mortification of 
his fences which to fpeake thetruth 
| was very adovirable & worthy all of 
| confideration, & efpeciallie that 
| which concerned the mortification 
. of his fence of feeling which was 
| made by corporall pennances & af= 
| fli&tions; he commonlie wore the 
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_ hair shire & an iron chain & faft- 
) ned to his undermoft garment a if 
) hundred & fiftievery sharpe need i 
les. , he fuffered him{elf to be eaten: i) 
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(182) 
up by vermine, & tothe end that 
he might no wayes helpe himfelf, 
he putt on gloves in the night full 
of ends of Iron exceeding sharpe 
and keene, & hedid fo much tear 
himfelfthat he feemed to have bin 
torne in peices by the nailes of fo- 
me wilde beaft : he continued this 
martyrdome for the fpace of fix- 
teen yeares: he wore upon his 
shoulders next his skin a little crof- 
fe tuck round with thirtie nailes 
very well filed & sharpned , which 
fometimes he beate into his flesh 
with his fift ; he wore this croffe 
eight yearesday & night & in the 
meane time he lay upon the bare 
ground having no other Pillow 
then a fack ftuffed full of flraw: 
allthe winter long he never came 
near a fire, although almoft ftar- 
ved with cold he was forced to fay 
Matfle 




















(183) : 
Maffe in that condition; not to maz 
ke mention of many other pen- 
nances as difciplins fo cruell &long 
that the blood ran downe upon the 
wound , be proftrated & kifled the 
ground a hundred times day & 
nighr, the little leep & that which 
he tooke in a very little ftraight 
chair & other the like inventions 
which the facred love of his cruci- 
fied redeemer , & the holie hatred 
and contempt of himfelf did fug- 
geftunto him. He made the fame 
warto histafte , he never eate but 
once a day, & abftained from flesh, 
fish & eggs, he dranck wine onely 
once in the year, & that was at 
eafter , he alwayes ufed bear or 
water & that in a certain meafure 
very little for the quantitie that ie 
did containe & never between 
meales fo that fometimes he was. 
tors 





































(184) 
tormented which an incredible 
thirft & drought , in fo much that 
being not able to endure it, he was 
fortified by Jesus-CuRisT 
himfelf who apeared to him &-. 
showed ;him the thirft he fuffered 
upon the crofie. He was wont 
eredilic to feed upon aples & for 
thar reafon he abftainedtwo who- 
le yeares together. He obferveda 
moft ftri& filence , thirtie yeares 
pafledin whichhe never fo much 
as opened his mouth in filence time 
excepting once returning from the 
chapitre, & being in the barke 
with fome other religious, & when 
he ought to {peake he turned his 
thought & imagination, towards 
St. Dominick: & St. Bernard to 
beg ofthemthe grace & priviledge 
to doit withall the perfection that 
was requifite, he {poke but little & 
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gale (185°) 
commonlie examined very ftridly 
whatfoever came out of his mouths 
He kepthis eyes very exaétly he 
judged not the’leaft ill of aay per- 
fon but interpretated allin good 
part ,en\deavoured todo fervice to 
everie one , & had fo great a com- 
paffion of thofe thar were afflicted, 
that he often times wept with 
them ; He pardoned thofe thar had 
any wayesinjured him, &was ready 
to do good for evill. It may be thar 
moft that read this life may thinke 
that they are alreadie: arrived to a 
good degree of perfection , if they 
were come fo faras this holy Per- 
fon , butitis otherwife in the fight 
of God’, who likewife showed this 
faint in an extafie that he was but a 
novice in the way of perfection, & 
commanded an angell to introduce 
him into the shoole.ofa perfect ab- 
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€ 186) 
negation, in which we defpoile our 
felves of our felves. to. putt.on the 
true cloathings of a crucified Sa- 
viour ; by which meanes he clearly, 
underftood that he was not wholly 
refigned to affronts & injuries, that 
he wasafraid toapear before thofe 
that had any thing againft him , 
that he endeavoured to avoid all 
fort of confufion, that he found a 
certain kind. of complacencie . & 
delight to be praifed, & fadnefle & 
difcontent in being defpifed & con- 
temned; & therefore God com- 
manded him to leave ofall his pen- 
nances & exteriour mortifications 
becaufe his bodie could: fuffer no 
more, & change them into thofe 
that were far moretroubles om sho 
wing him ina certain vifion that all 
the mortificationsthat he had hit- 
her practifed were very good, but 
that 
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| the hands of another , in the place 


that-there was thofe that were far 
greater to be borne. He faw an an- 
gel which would. needs. equippie 
him inthe fashion of a Cavalier & 
man of armes faying that as yethe, 
had fought like a freshwater but 
from hence forward:he muft begin 
to showe the exploit of a captain 
againftthe infults of hisowne pro- 
per love, thatthere yet remained 
more croflesfor him to fufter then 
there was ftars in the firmament , 
which will feem little in the fight 
of fome , but very fenfible to 
thofe thatendure them, & he re- 
duced them: to three heads firft 


_ fay.es the angel you have as yet bin 


the tormentour of your felf,& you 


| have tormented your felf when 
ever you pleafed but for the future 


God almightie will put you into 
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(188) ee. 
ofthe approbation & applaufe of 
men which you enjoyed in the ti- 
me of your exteriour crofles & 
mottifications you shall now be 
defpifed , contemned , cuttin ma- 
mocks by the toungues of flande- 
rers , & judged worthy to be trod 
under foot by all the world fe- 
eondly as yet you have defired to 
love to be beloved & efteemed by 
all , endeavouring to entertain 
peace & quietnefle with all, & 
refenting whatfoever should 
happen to the contrarie , but 
for the future you shall encoun- 
tre nothing but infidelitie 8 
lofle of friends & neareft relae 
tions , one shall forfake you & 
the other shall not looke upon 
you, & others on your account 
shall be involued in great mife- 
ries & diftrefles, Thirdly becau- 
- & 














£189) 
fe as hitherto you have bia con- 
ftantlic cherished & fufteined by 
heavenlie confolations & comforts 
now you shali find the quite con- 
trarie & from henceforward you 
shall be exercifed tnall forts of ari- 
dities , drinefies & defolations, & 
abandons both of men & angels. 
Our faviour let him underftand 
another time ,thatthen when one 
croffe or affliction wascome upon 
him, he ought not to caft his eye 
upon the end & upon the time 
wherin it will be overpaft & gone, 
butto fubmitthimfelf to accept & 
undergoe another after that is en- 
ded & accomplished : Imitating in 
that a young Virgin , who walking 
among the rofes , & having gathe- 
red oneis not contented but cafts 
her lookes upon another, & then 
upon another & fo uponthe who- 
3 le 





































Peers eo Oe 
eroe ofrofe trees & therefore he 
began to dilpofe himfelf by a per- 
fe& folitude & retraict, not fo 
much_as going out of his Monatte- 
tie, not fo much as {peaking at 
the gate , shutting himfelf up after 
dinner alwayes in a chappel, wit- 
hout theleaft recreation or entertai- 
nement with any creature & this 
for the efpace of ten yeares together 
the ftrife was very rude & hard be- 
caule he was fett upon by thoughts 
& temptations againft faith for the 
fpace of nine whole yeares togea- 
ther , befides this a moft unufuall 
fadnefle feafed upon him, that he 
thought the weight of manie 
mountaines lay upon his’diftrefled 
heart & that did laft for che {pace of 
eight yeares, the thoughts of dilpat- 
re fucceeded thefe, & anintertour 
faggeftion which continually told 
him 











3 (ror) 
him , that whatfoever he did he 
should never be faved of which he 
could not frechimfelffor the {pace 
often yearesin all which time he 
looked upon himfelfas apoore mi- 
ferable Creature cotidemned tothe 
perpetuall emprifonment of hell f1- 
te. Bur his exteriour afflidions 
were no leffe violent , becaufe God 
| permitted that the world should 
| affault him on all fides , he wentto 
| prayalittlein a Chorch in which 
the night beforethey had commit- 
ted a roberie, of which he was fus- 
petted by which ftories & many 
others of the like nature he was fo 
 difcredited , thar moft thought him 
woitthy of being puttinto prifon, & 
to be codéned to death In a certain 
| Chaptre of his owne order , he was 
| acculed by two principall fathers 

to have compofed certain bookes 
that 


































(192) 
#Hat contained nothing-in thent 
but herefie, in which time he was 
feized on by amoft'violent feaver, 
&amoftunufuall apoftume which 
ftruck him to the heart; on ano- 
ther time he was taken as an impof- 
tor, &accufed by his owne com- 

anion to have endeavoured to 

oifon all the fountaines therea- 
bouts, & fohave killed the inhabt- 
tants, & afterallthis God almigh- 
tie did interiourlie fignifie unto 
him that he had not yet fuftcred 
fufficientlie, & that there was yet 
morethenall this to be undergo- 
ne, & that was this, that it was not 
fufficient onely to {uffer injuries 
but that he muft hunt after thew. 
feekethem'& when he hath once 
found them embrace them with 
joy & content, faluting with kind- 


nefle the authors of them endea- 
vor 








. Alg93y 

vor to fweeten & mollifie the 
hearts of his perfecutors & thofe 
that have the moft grieviouflie of. 
fended him ,the occafion he had to 
dothis offered it felf prefentlie un- 
to him, for he was very furiouflie 
fettupon by one of his Lay Bro- 
thers, & that not without verie ma- 
ny injurious & reproachfull words 
he enduredit all very patientlie wic- 
houtthe leaft replying or openin 
hislips , & thinking that by this fi- 
lence he had fatisfied his obliga. 
tion, but God toldhim interiour- 
lie, thac , that was not enough, 
that he muftgo on farther, which 
he did & went & fell downe at the 
feet of this felf fame brother & aske 
| pardon of him as though he had 
| bin guiltie him&lf: on another ti- 
me there was one rhat caft all the 
reproaches imaginable upon him 
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| (194) | 
all the ill language his paffion of 
anger & hatred could invent & caft 
forth , & he looked upon him with 
a fmiling & ferene countenance. 
Hewalkedin the fame fashion a- 
midft the thornes & briars of morti 
fication all the time of his life, which 
afterward feemed as fweet & plea- 
fant asrofes, fo that often times he 
did moft familiarlie complaine to 
Godalmighty that he thought he 
had forgott him, becaufefor the 
fpace of a month he had not fuffe- 
redthe leaft affliction neither in his 
bodie , nor in hisrenowne & repu- 
tation. Bat Goddidnot leavehim 
verie long in this eafe & repofe 
which was given him to difpofe 
him to receavea greater affliction , 
to which he was fortified hy an ex- 
traordinarie vidon , to wirt, he 
thought to have celebrated the 
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C195) 
Maffe , but could find no other 


then that ofthe Martyrs which did 
begio with thofe words multe tri- 
bulations juftorum wany ave the tribu- 
lations of the juft. By which God did 
fignifie unto him that he would ha- 
ve him martyred althoughitshould 
be without anie effufion ofblood, 
& that he should be of that num- 
ber, which was verified by his en- 
during the moft infamous flander 
that a bafe woman could putt 
upon hin. Thefe are the wayes 
through which the divine goodnef- 
feleads thofe foules he intendsto 
make his moft familiar friends & 
moft intimate acquaintance, they 
muft neceffarilie pafle through 
the wayes of felf deniall both adti- 
ve & patlive 

The perfect example of 4 crucified life 

Inthe perfon of the Seraphicall Te- 
refia. L 2. : Whete 

















C(rg6) - 
There are certain Croffes are one- 
ly begun , there are other that are 
yerie far advanced , & there are 
others that are perfect & very per- 
feétly compleared,the latter are the 
moftfeldom found, either by the 
want of good ufage , or for the litt- 
le corre{pondance to the motions 
of grace & the defigns of the divine 
providence by our little vigour & 
courage, & aboue all becaufe we do 
not know how to efteem & value 
the gift of God but are ung ratefull 
unto him, not applying our felves 
to thanke him, blefle & praife him, 
to love him for his favour & thin- 
ke our elves unworthy to receave 
*¢ from his hands : & therefore I 
shall propofe an exaniple of one 
of the moft perfec & accompli 
hed in the life of the moft glo- 
rious Sc. Terefia , in which we 
shall 





























(197) 
shall clearlie behold one of the 
moft beuti fulleft crofles, & one of 
the moft perfecteft tharour lord 
ever planted in the Church , to gi- 
ve fireto ouricy hearts , & to ani- 
mate us generouslie not to putt 
anie obftacle to the divine grace, 
abandoning our felves wholly to 
its divine motions ,rothe end thae 
it may accomplish in us the crof- 


fes which it hath begun to produ- 
ce by the {peciall favour & un- 


heard of mercie of his divine pro- 
vidence, 

The Pafion or Crofles of this 
Chriftitan Amazon are worthy to 
be writt in the leaves of whole vo- 
lumes & are fite fabje& & matter 
to fill them, & therefore we shall 
treat of them here ina littlecom- 
pendium, O my God whata {pec- 
tacle dosh reprefent it felf to our 
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198 ) 
eyes ; My fouleitisalittle fight we 
have of this croffe, & yetalas, that 
nothing , doth difcover unto us 
one of the moft beutifulleft & moft 
rich crofles which hath ever ape- 
ared in the ages of the world. 

We have faid that we will fpea- 
ke but aword of them, & in that 
word then we shall fee both heaven 
eaith , hell, God, Angells, Saints, 
good & bad & theinfernal {pirits 
themfelves confpire all unani- 
mouflie together, although with 
different intentions to build up this 
crofle , there was never any worke 
fect about with a more knowing & 
more experienced multitude of 
workemen? The matter of which 
this Croffe was made including in 
it the bodie and all its parties all his 
exteriour fences , the foule & allits 
powers, whatfoever belongs to the 
na- 
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naturall ,remporall & morall good 
whatfoever had relation. to the fu- 
pernaturall and fpiricual , can one 
imagine a larger & more rich mate 
ter ofa Croffe then this? Ifall forts 
of paines according to the faying 
of this Saint, be but as fo many 
pretious jewels , can we find. any 
more fplendid & glorious then 
thefe of her Crowne & martyrdo- 
me? Butmy foule do you not fee 
this trong & couragious woman, 
whofe price is not to be found al- 
tough weshould fearchto the ends 
of the world,workes with her owne 
hands to make her owne Crofle; 
and this is that which will make her 

erfe& , & God almightie requires 
of us that with all the reft of his 
creatures & even with his divine 
hand we should likewife {ett our 
owne to the labouring & perfec- 
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(20 ) 
ting our Croffes , otherwayes the 
worke will never £0 forward. The 
bodie of this Saint was a perfect 
crofle which we may learne from 
her owne mouthe, for she aflures 
us that she was full of paines & 
aches from head to foot & this {u- 
rely was fufficient enough to coms 
pleat her crofle by their multitude | 
& number, if they had bin never 
fo light & indifcerrible , but she 
declares that they were fo sharpe 
& exceedingly dolorous , thatthey 
did nor fuffer her to et or take 
the leaft repofe even in the night 
which is defigned for thatinteét she 
wasfo burnt & dried up’, that. her 
nerves began to shtincke up & be 
contracted she thought hat all her 
bones were di (placed, which of- 
tentimes caufled her fo great paine 
& diftreffe that it putt her ourof 
her 




























her felf. She was feveral times 
thought to have bindead , & putt 
in aconditionto be buried the wax 
lights burning about herbodie, fo 
that her eyes were shute clofe with 
the wax that fell upon them. Oa 
othertimes she was like a perfon 
thar was ftrangled, but ic may be 
thefe endured but for fome little 
 fpace of time, but she tells us that 
she wasthreé yeares in a moft mi- | 
ferable condition & for the {pace / 
of twentie yeares together had | 
continuall vomitings. She fayesin 
the fixth chapter of the interiour | 
caftel | {peaking (of her {elf she | 
knew a perfon thatcould not fay 

that she ever pafled one day wit- | 
hout fuffering fome paine or \ 
other, & that she found ofall forts | 
oftrouble. Furthermore you muft | 


| know that this was not onely a 
I 5 mere 






































(202) 
Mere imagination which oftenti- 
mes doth flatter it felf in its pat- 
nes & torments & encreafe them 
by often thinking & to much 
tenderlie reflecting on them for 
the phyficians that had a perfea 
Knowledge of her diftempers did 
affrme thatshe endured the moft 
terrible paines that. could have 
bin undergone in this life and 
after all this the incomparable 
Saint , faichfull & true in all 
that she faid , & far enough off 
from any feeret complacencie & 
felf love , who had a courage 
thar furpafled her fex , affures us 
thit God alone doth know the 
evils & pginesthat she fuffered in 
her bodie. It is then moft certain 
thather virginal bodie was a pure 
Croffe ; a crofle whofe price and 
greatnefle could not be knowne 
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becaufe as she her felf declares } 
there was pone but God him felf 
thar knew her paines & troubles. 

If:he faint was a Croffe in her 
bodie, she was more perfeCtlie in 
her foule , the foule notfo much 
furpafling the bodiein excellencie 
as thefe interiour & {pirituall crof 
fes furpafle the exteriour & cor- 
poreall, And having bin condu- 
ded by the holie Ghoft it felf 
into thisinteriour defert , she paf- 
fed in it a good part ofher life wit- 
hout receaving the leaft drop of 
thit heavenlie dew which was 
wontto fow downe from time to 
time upon the hearts & affeCtions 
ofothers , but for her there was no- 
thing burt drineffle & barrenefle & 
thcy were usto her as the moun- 
taines of Gelboe where there was 
neither raine nor dew : she found 
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(206) 
inher foule aprofound fadneffe & 
did not know which way to turne 
her felfinthe midft of all thofe ex. 
teriourtroubles. She receaved no- 
thing but blowes & threats from 
heaven, & at the fame time the 
fearth tormented her on everie 
fide with unufuall forrowes ; she 
was altogether crucifiédin her bo- 
die, she wasaltogeth¢r crucified in 
her | {pirit & hindee & if you aske 
mewhat thefe crofcsare, the Saint 
her felfwill anfwer you " the felf 
fame hiftorie ofherlife , that there 
was none burGod iste that knew 
herexteriour evils, as we have al- 
eadie obferved , & far more great 
is the reafon tha none but he 
should know thefeinteriour , & fo 
she * profe {feth in the Gixth tation of 
the inreriour caftel that they were 


anguishes that none can name. And 
if 





























205) 
if by chance you preffe ftill to 
know what they areshethat was 
fo underftading in her owne affairs 
eantellyou & aflure youin the felf 
fame place that they were paines 
which she could not tell how to 
compare to any thing inthis world 
but onely to the torments of the 
next world hellicfelf : Alas this is 
to fay much in fw words, & yet 
we tay imagine that this may be 
fo when with all this she declares 
that none can name them. 
But you it may be willtell me & 
fay that thofe manie troubles she 
fuffered were afluaged & recom 
pentéd by thofe extraordinarie gra- 
ces & favours she re ceived, fometi. 
mes the apparition of our B. Sa- 
viour, ofhis holie mother, of the 
Saints & angells. It istrue that this 
‘was’ fufficient, but in thefe eit 
Or= 
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horrible troubles she had no po- 
wer fo much as to reflec upon 
thefe extraordinarie favours. And 
what did this incomparable Saint 
do in the midft of all thefe paines & 
troubles , if shc lookt for helpe 
God, asshetellsus , in the 3.Chap- 
ter of her life did not permite that 
she should. find any a -ftrange 


-Croffe ,. where, torments. accor- 


ding to this Saint areintolerable, & 
with thisextremitie of paines they _ 
leave the foule without.anie hopes 


-ofthe leaft helpe & fuccour. If one 


would enter into ones felf to find 


out fome remedie one prefentlie 


finds their eyes shutt (it is the faint 
thattellsusfo)they have not po- 


-wer to thinke upon the leaft good 


thing , & the defire of the leaft vir- 
tuous action. The faith is then qui- 
teas it were dead, &all the reft of 
the 

















( 207 ) 
the virtues, they thinke they do 
not love God, it feemsto them as 
though they never had the leaft 
remembrance of him, the under- 
ftanding is fometimes fo darkned, 
that one is as without the light of 
reafon,there is nothing to be found 
in the foule but that which contra- 
ric unto it, if one would applic 
themfelves to prayer it is but to 
augmentthe troubles , & redonble 
ther peines. The Saint did endea- 
vourto performe exteriour wor- 
kes ef devotion & other exercifes of 
pietie, & shetells us that that fer- 
vedto little pur pofe. If she retired 
her felf into folitude that tormen- 
ted her, ifshe converfed with anie 
that was worfe , converfation for 
that prefent is infupportable , ic 
feemstothem that they could fin- 
de their hearts to devoure all thae 
ae GOMES 










































(208) 
comes near them. If she applied 
her {elf ta reading she reaped no 
profitt, no comfort byvir, when 
she {poketo her Confeffors to lay 
open her condition unto them, 
they often cryed out and chid her , 
what refolution foever they tooke 
to the contrarie; in manie occafions 
all thar they could fay to comfort 
ther did her not the leat cood or 
made the leaft impreffion upon 
her, although she was never fo 
fubj. & & obedient to their orders 
& commands, it feemed to her 
that she did not make them well 
underftand hér condition & that 
she did not well explain her felf & 
that she did ereivouflie deceive 
them, & although it was certainely 
true that God yetremainedin the 
bottome ‘of hér foule yet she did 
not perceive it, for she thought 

alwayes 
















































(209) 
alwayes that she was reprobated by 
God himfelf & caft away & totallie 
rejected. And towards the greateft 
feafts hertorments began to be aug= 
mented & encreafed , she was de- 
prived of all fort of comfort both 
from heaven & earth, she was ia- 
fenfibleto good like unto a beaft, 
she was crucified in bodie in foule, 
in her felf by her thoughts , by her 
memorie by her imagination by 
her prayer by her virtue by her 
good workes , by her reading , by 
her folitude, ‘by her converfation , 
by allcreatures : all created beings 
were unto her as unto the damned 
in hellasto what regarded the pet* 
se & trouble. Infine she was cru~ 
| cified by the crearour of all things 
| himfelf. All thisistaken out ofthe 
| thirtieth chaprer of her life writren | 
by her owne hande, & in the 6. 
, Chap- 
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Chapter ofthe inte riourcaftell AZ 
ter allthiswe muft underftand thar 
the contradictions of men muft 
conduce to the perfection of this 
Croffe , the nobilitie, the Magi- 
ftrates did refift her , the officers of 
the King , the Gouvernour of the 
cittie where she at laft eftablished 
her firft monafterie did powerfull 


acts againft her.In many aflemblies 


of the towne they concluded the 
utter ruine of her moft holie & 
faintlike defignes , & what is yet 
more troublefome then. all this the 
whole commonaltie who have 
ufually no other motive then. their 
owne capricious obftinacie to gui- 
de them by & who ordinarilie car- 
rie them{clvesontoall fort of ex- 
celle mutined againft the faint 
crying out againft hor & giving her 
a thoufand injurious words & 
would 
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would have néeds forced open the 
gate of her monaftery & the gover- 
nour himfelfthreatned to breake it 
open & take out foure poore or- 
_ phelines who were the firft & moft 
worthy fabjeéts of the reformation 
ofthe Carmelites. This is not all 
but she fuffered from the Clergy, 
- from religious , from Prelates, her 
owne fifters , her fuperiours her 
Generall , Her friends , Her Con- 
feffors. She fuffered very much 
fom the Princes of the world , but 
much more from the Princes 
Prelates of the Church, with all 
her modeftie she yet writes moft 
freelie , {peaking of one of thofe 
Prelares, that shethought God al. 
migtie had ftirred him on purpofe 
to exercife her patience and humili- 
tie. Her Generall which at firftlo- 
ved her extremelie , & who once 


had 
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hadtold her that he would’ make 
her as many foundations as she had 
haires on her head, was pretentlie 
altered & changed, & gave her a 
Covent fora prifon, forbidding her 
feverely neverto meddle with any 
thing hereafter. The religious whe- 
Teshe dwelt cry out againft her , 
becaufe the had affrontedthem, to 
endeavour to- begin «a reforme 
amoneftthem.. Allher friends did 
not a little contribute to perfee 
her Crofle fome interpreting 
her ations in a certain-fort which 
was no wayes advantageous to 
her, fome thought rhat she wan- 
ted humilitie , others alwayes 
found-fomething or other to {ay 
again{t, her condui& , others ac- 
cufed her of headinefle becaufe she 
did not follow theiradvice & coun- 
cell. The hiftory of the Order doth 
relate 
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relate, thatall her greateft friends 
did aflemble together & once too- 
ke a refolution to exorzice her as 
though she were poflefled After she 
had bin a long time together in 
difputes in noifes, in troubles & 
proceffes about the eftablishment 
of her firft Monafterie, the Go- 
vernour and towne promiled‘ to 
acquiefle , & certified her that they 
were content, fo thar the mona- 
fterie might be rented. Her friends 
after they had confidered of it, 
thought that she ought in all rea- 
fon to give that fatisfaction to the 
Governour & tothe towne & that 
it was no wayes convenient to con- 
tinue the trouble, & to endanger 
the foundation of a houfe of fo 
geeat confequence , for athing that 
did notany wayes deftroy the per 
fection of that obfervance which 
she 
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she did intend & had a defigne to 
eftablish; and to ftrengthen this 
they propofe to herto confult with 
Doctors & learned men, & they 
were all of the (elf fame advice with 
her aforefaid friends , reprefent to 
your minde the extremitie to which 
this great perfonage was by thefe 
proceedings brought unto, she 
could not refolve ofher felfto take 
rents but it was a thonghr that was 
wholly oppofite to the opinion of 
the doctors & all her friends in the 
meane time whileft she wasin the- 
fe thoughts , she was forft to paffe 
for a ftubborne & headie perfon; 
& that she did do all things-upon 
her owne head & followed her 
owne wayes without apie reafon at 
all , & therefore it was a great & 
evident figne that she was deceived 
& inthe wrong bias it is true she 
had 
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had the advice & councell of the 
great St. Peter of Alcantara, & fo 
this {eraphicall foule did not follow 
onely her proper light & knowled- 
ge but this ferved her to little pur- 
pofe for her defence, fince the doe 
étours & her friends were offacon- 
trary advice.See then how our Saint 
behaves her felf in the midft of all 
thefe contradictions fo terrible 
from all forts of perfons , & that 
which is moft trouble fome ofall in 
the perfecutions of thofcrhat were 
the moft holieft , let us fee what 
she foffered in thefe oppofitions. 
If to be {poken iil of is one of the 
preateft perfecutions we can fuffer 
we muftthen fay that hers was one 
of the greateft, becaufe they did 
not onely fpeake ill of her bue all 
fort ofevill of her. Hearken what 
the pious Bishop of Taraflon wri- 
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tesinher life the things that were 
Jaydto her charge, & that by thofe 
of her companie for fo many in 
naberthat one could not. findany 
infamous action of which we may 
fmut the reputation ofthe moft vi- 
le & bafeft creature , of which this 
faint was notafperfed withall, & in- 
juriouflie difgraced & abufed, & 
that even in that which concerned 
her puritie & honeftie to fo high.a 
degree that whatfoever could have 
bin faid to reproach thofe that were 
the moft of all given overto their 
vitiousinclinations , & void: of all 
fear of God waslaidupon her God 
himfelf permitted , ( once as she 
tooke ajourney that a noble Per- 
fon beleived the had robed her of 
fomewhat of value , & for.thaec 
reafon she ftrucke her with ma+ 
ny blowes upon the head yo 
. the 











21 
the fuffered unheard of paines and 
to render all thefe notorious accus 
fations the more. publick , they 
compofed many memorialls, pu- 
blique libells,her reputation was {o 
far loft not onelie in the fecrete 
corners of the towne, but alfoin 
the publique ftreets in the Pulpits 
that in her owne prefence in a 
famous affemble in the cittie of 
Medine, a Religious man who was 
in great efleeme {poke extremely 
ill of her & called her a creature 
filled with the fpirit ofdying who 
had made a great noife throughout 
allfpain. In the foundation of To- 
lede her neighbours of the felf {a- 
me fex threw thoufands of injuries 
upon her & fometimesthey came 
to the veriegrate to load her with 
reproaches & injurious language, 
& what did the Saint do in all thefe” 
4 K Ce 
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eecurrences , amidft all thefe cruell 
ftorms & tempefts : If she fpake 


with freedome , they prefentlie 


ery ourthatsheis proude, & that 
all her virtue isnothing elfe bur i- 
magination , becaufeshe wants the 


cheifeft of all the virrues which ts 


humilitie. If she anfwersto what 
is queftioned her about her eftate, 
then prefentlie she goes about to 
make her felfa kind of a {piricuall 
miftrefle to reach others. When 
she faid any thing unawares, & 
without abte the leaft reflexion, 
then they prefentlie drew athou- 
fand confequences from-it. One 
cannot tell or number up the dif- 
courfes, the jearings the extrava- 

ances that was vented againft her 
when she did propofe the refor- 
me of herorder. Her general for- 


biding her to meddle anie. more in 
that 
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that bufineffe she could by no 
meanes obey him, becaute faisshe 
Ifaw clearelie that I ought notto 
defift from feconding the worke 
wherein our lord is ferved & on 
the other fide she affures us thae 
it was acertain kind ‘of deathto gO. 
againft the will of her Sapesiour. 
But whatan humiliation was it for 
this generous foule , for. what 
could one fay ofher virtue, when. 
one was certain that, she wanted 
obedience. But God by. his extra- 
Ordinarie light clearlie convinced 
her & the reft of the world that he 
had a minde to showe the power 
of his divine providence & how 
contrarie his wayes were tothofe 
of men & Angells, who from.the 
high aboade of his divine Majeftie 
cafts his eyes with pleafure upon 
thofe perfons that are in the mea- 
K 2 nett 
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neft condition to draw them out 
of the: duft of their povertie & gi- 
ves them a place with the Princes” 
of the People. This is the way the 
almightie triumphs over the coun- 
cells of the wife & all the politicks 
of the moft ‘advifed of theworld, 
carraying on things to the end by 
thofé meanes which feem accor- 
ding to humane prudence rather 
quite contrarie. His 'greateft mira- 
cles ofprovidence & wiledome are 
founded in nothing, & his moft 
magnificent edifices are’ lifted up 
from thofe ruines that shake ander 
them, & the living ftones that 
compofe them, are thofe which 
the world cafts away as dirt & mi- 
re, thinking them unprofitable & 
6f no valew. All ages: showe' us 
this conduaé of an’ Omnipotent 
Governour, who delights fomett- 
to 
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to show the magnificence of his 
powerbut not authorize any dif- 
order. 




















CHAPTER XIIL 
How we ought to bear our Croffes. 


2 we have fpoken of fo 
A &, manie different forts of Crof 
fis , there is nothing remaines but 
to take up our owne amongft fo 
great diverfitie & manage that as 
weare able , & how clearelie doth 
our divine Maifter teach us this 
leffon when he plainelie tellsus, if 
-any one willbe my difciple let him 
take up hisCrofle & follow me, for 
he doth notfay that he should take 
up a Crofle , butthat he should ta- 
ke up his owne Croffe, it isatrath 
thatis moft certain that everte one 
then, muft take up his owne Crof- 
fe & follow his lord & Mafter that 
is gone bifore him to give him an 
K 4 €x- 
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example, let us fay then to begin 
that to carrie our crofles as we 
ought we muft take heed of three 
inconveniences, Notto procure it 
afmuch as we can by our owne 
faults, or by our I:nagination ma- 
Kingto our {elves certain ftates & 
conditions of paines & torments & 
becaufe we have read them, or 
heard of them, or becaufe we hae 
veto much thought on them, but 
having committed the faults , have 
aforrow forthem , but do nor dif- 
q tet & trouble your felf & for the 
imagination do endeavour fweete- 
lie to find fome remedie by diver- 
ting it fromits application, acting 
according to the advice that {piri- 
tuall perfons & thofe that have had 
experience gives you. After that 
keep your felf in repofe and al- 
wayes thinke with your felt that 
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the paines you fuffer as they are the 
effects of your imagination , & the 
fins you have committed formerlie 
they are now no more volunta- 
tie, bur are crofles which God 
would, have you beare. Do not 
then) much difcourage your. fel€ 
Godthat would not have the caufe 
wishtthe effect , endure them with 
peace, with fweetnefle & tranqui- 
litie of minde. 

Thefecond thing we ought to 
do is. not.to {pend time in defiring 
other crofles theniour owne, you 
will feefome perfons that do, nas 
thing elf but confider the crofles 
& afflictions of others ,-& imagi- 
ning thatthey would be more pro 

er & convenient for then : but 
all this is nothing elfe bur prelump= 
tion & pride mingled with felflove 
which alwayes feckes its owne ad- 
K 5 yan- 
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vancement, its owne eafe & quiet. 
Do we thinke we are wifer then 
the eternal wifedome it felfe, & 
know betterthe croffes which are 
proper forus then God him&lf, if 
it were left ro our choife we should 
make them either to big,or to long 
or to short’, to heavie ortoo lighte 
it belongs onely to Jesus aloneto 
makethemjuft & equal : hold for 
certain that which you have alrea- 
die , whatfoever your fences , your 
thoughts may fuggelt the contra- 
Fie’, is that which is fitteft for you. 
Be contented with it, & endeavour 
to make the be ft ufe of it you can. 
The {pirituall enemie would per- 
fuade you to-change it, for fear you 
should nrake good of it, he makes 
you thinke of others, to hinder 
you from making ufe of that which 

you haye alreadic. 
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Thethirdthing we muft do i¢ 
to fly a certain fubtilitie of felf lo~- 
vé which doth fuggeft unto os chat 
itis but réafonable that we should 
carrie our Croffe but they thinke it 
would be better ifthey could cartié 
it in forme other manner, Ones 
willing to tecetve the evil he hath 
but he would have icin fome orhet 
fashion. But all this is sothing elfe 
bara méré cheat & cofening to- 
ries (elf itisthe will of God which 
we oughtto looke upon, & not 
onelie the croffe , becatifé it 15 the 
divine will which wé ought to re- 
yard & not the erdfle , becauife tr 1s 
the divine will which wé ought to 
téoke after & not our owrie. Fo 
bear ores crofle as 2 Chiriftian 
ought todo,doth not cofft in much 
fafting , int watching & fuffering , 
becaufe che infernal fpirits nemher 
/ K 6 eate 
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eate nor fleep & yet de not bear 
any croffe, although they fufferun- 
heard of peinesitis not tovgive all 
ownes goods to thepoore, & live 
in povertie,fineally the holy Apof- 
tle doth aflureus rhatthat may be 
done inprofitablic & without anie 
rewarde, & without thetrue love 
of God , it doth not conffftin foli- 
tude for howmanie wicked she- 
pheards are there that pafle their li- 
ves in fin & wickedneffe it confifts 
then in bearing our fufferances ac- 
cording to the fpirit of Jesus. 
CurristT; becaule he would has 
ve them to ‘be bourne as they are 
fent ; now this cannot:-all be per- 
formed unlefle we fuffer them in 
th: manner that he doth apoint 


us. In fine we muft endeavour to 


manage all our crofles with the 


greatelt advantage, & make, uf 
, ° 
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of alithe occafions of fuffering a3 
of the time of our greateft gain, 
that Hermite was. wonderfull who 
feing the wormes fall from his cor- 
rupted Hesh, gathered them up with 
great eare & dilligence, to apply 
them tothe other parts of his bo- 
die, he had a great apprehenfion to 
loofe the leaft of them. Do not 
then loofe the leaft occafion of 
fuffring , do notlet flip the leaft of 
thefe hippie moments , but be fure 
to be holily covetous in this affaire 
be not unlike the covetous chil- 
dren ofthe world , who as our Sa- 
viour tells us are wifer in their ge- 
neration then the children of light, 
it isafmuch asto pull out his heart,” 
to make him loofs but one piftoll; 
& what joy is it to him when he 
lites upon a treafure, & hath lt- 
berty do dive into. it for anno’ 

ay, 
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day & fill his hands & his coffers 
with gold & filver, there is-honé 
can-doubt he would not loot one 
moment to divert his thoughts 
upon any other employment, but 
the treafure of fufferances doth ia- 
clode within it all the riches of ati 
eternitte of glorie. If you had a 
peice ofthe true croffe, & if fome 
little parcels of it should fall out of 
your hands upon the ground, fu- 


_ ely you would prefentfie fall on 


your knees to-gather it ap & looke 
natrowlte on every fide for fear of 
loofing the Ieaft niorcell. Alas the 
croffe you carty is the accomplis- 
herverit of the crofleof Chrift; ta- 
ke heedtheri you loofe nota mers - 
celfofic, webeg faith a holy per- 
for, evety day shat God almighties 
will should be done, & wher he 
ferids us eroffes & troubles which 
i are 
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-gre the effects ot that willwe would 
not willingly fuff.rthen. We muft 
then be fairlifull in the acceptance 
of our crofles , butit isnot enough 
toaccept of them, we muft enter 
intothem with a great courage é& 
not ftand mufing & deliberating to 
confult, & hearkento our repug- 
nances. Why faith avery fpiritualf 
author should we ufe fo much 
merchandifing inthe affaires of {pi- 
rituall chings, & therefore we muft 
tie all ourdefiresto the defignes of 
our eternal ntafter without kno- 
wing ofitorthem & therefore itis 
beft alwayes in thefe conditions to 
avoid all reflexion that is volunta- 
_ty & done with our falt confent- 
ment, all difcourfes & curtous ¢n- 
quiries. The enemte often times 
medles here & befides the fteir we 
Keep toknow & underftand ot 
ehte=- 
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eftate & condition & the evil we 
refift doth put usin danger by fil- 
ling our imagination withthe {pe- 
cies of the evils we fuffer, there is 
not wanting for all this many. {pe- 
cious pretexts, for they. will pres 
fentlie tell us that they reflect upon 
itto fee whither or no they: have 
confented ot not to the tempta- 
tion, but this in foules thar are 
troubled is commonlie a trick. & 
invention of felf love & afodden 
motion of curiofitie, in all thefe 
conditions it is very néceflarie to 
truftto an experienced direour, 
& to remember thar to. perfever in 
a good condition there are two 
things requifite to do what. we are 
obliged unto although we find ne- 
ver {0 great Oppofition amidft all 
darkneflesimaginable , & afterthat 
we mu endeavour to turne away 
our 
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our reflexion fweetly from the paié 
nes & tentations we feele; we mut 
likewayes shun a certain tender- 
nefle & to much making of our 
felves, ora certain deceit of minde 
which makes us beleive & that the 
are verie few thar fufferthofe things 
wedoe, you shall fometimes find 
thofe people thar are alwayes a 
{peaking & declaring their croffes 
to others. 

One of the greateft fecrets in this 
matter of bearing our crofle is to 
avoid all fort of inquietnefle , & 
make the paine tranquille & quiet 
by a totall conformitie to the divi- 
newill. There cannotbeto much 
faid in this point inquietnefle is 
good for nothing neither difconra- 
gement or fai -theartedneffe. Hum- 
ble your felfforthar is the defigne 
of God, bur do not trouble your 
felf 
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felf for that is the intention of the 


enemie , & in this condition you 


mutt: obferve thar patience’doth 
Notconfittin not fuffting theleaft 
agitation, to haveno repugnances, 
tO perceiveino trouble , to haveno 
involuntarie diftafte not to have 
anie oppofition tothe good we in= 
tend bur itlyes inthis, that in the 
bottome of our foules we are wil- 
ling to comply with the will and 
defignes of God & his divine pro- 
vidence, & thus we fee manie peo- 
ple to be deceived; who will tel] 
you , that they would nor fuffer.; 
becaufe they have great averfions 
& repugnances (that are very fen- 
fible ) to fufferances: & yet if you 
examine them well to the quick — 
they defire no other thing thea 
what God doth will. The example 
of our ever B. Saviour is very com- 
4 : for- 
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fortable in this fubjeét. He showes 
fignes of fadnefle & trouble, we 
may very wellcomplain. He begs 
of -his holie father that he would 
pleafe to'take the calice from him, 
doth {ufficientlie cell us that the 
fenfibilitie of the inferiour partie 
doth not at all hinder the entire 
conformitie to the orders of our’ 
divine governour. There are great 

foules whofe fenfible dolours ma- 
-Kethem cry out & yet their will is 
totally. abforptin the good pleafu- 
re of God , the felffame favioar did 
not he cry out aloude upon the 
croffe in that grear dereli@ion of 
his heavenlic father. 

Obferve very well that oftenti- 
“mes the endeavours we make to be 





| freed from the croffe whith we beae : 


: 


_reare veryinprofitable. There are 
fome perfons ( {ayes Thaulerus) 
| ¥ who 
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whowhen they ufe the moft difi- 
gence, & make the ereateft endea- 

wors become the moft drie & defers 

“ted within , & find themfelves as 
hard as ftones; for they are not 
able to fuffer patientlie what is laid 
upon them to bear & are more & | 
more difencouraged , & befides 
this they oftentimes ran into aife-_ 
¢ret prefumption which» drives 
them on fo, as ifwe could overco- 
me our tentations by our owne 
forces | & this is the way to aug= 
Ment them for our pride by this 
meanes encreafes, & theyare fent 

‘to take itaway 4, & therefore 4 tos 
tall abandon withour anie referve 
is very neceflariein this point & a 
fincere indifference to all forts-of 
fafferances both for their qualitie, 
quantitie , & duration. Sometimes 

God almightic doth: but expe 
( onely 
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onely: this totall abandoning of 
our {elves into his hands, to give 
comfort & eafe tothe perfon that 
fuffers ¢ as is {aid he did to ‘the ve= 
nerable Brother Alphontus Rodri- 
quez ofthe holie focietic of Jesus. 
Our owne proper-will is the caufe 
ofall our paines & troubles: ifthat 
were but: annihilated as it were, 
weshould quicklie be rid of our 
troubles. The paines you fuffer are 
{ent youto purifieyou, & tountie 
_ you from thelove of creatures, & 
_ifyou in your crofles & afflidions 
keep your ownewillto this or that 
how can you then expect that they 
should notremain as long as that 
lafts , do notyou plainely fee that 
your ownedcfires are a new matter 
for your torment & fufferings & 
this will be eafily evidenced if we 
confider the nature of all inquiet- 


nefle 
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nefle & trouble, its proper caufes 

& roots , inquietnefle( asthe great | 

St. Francis de Sales tells in his ine. 

troduction toa devout life) is not 
a fimple temptation but a fource & 
fountaine: from whence manie 
temptations {pring. Sadneffe is a 
certain gricfe & difpleafure of mind 
which we conceive at the prefence 
of fome evill that is upon usagainft 
our will & good liking , whither 
this evil be exteriour as povertie, 
difgrace ficknefle, &c. or interiour 
as repugnance , temration, drine fle 
&c. afloon then as. the foule finds 
she hath fome evil that doth attend 
her she is prefentlie defirousto a- 
void it & to find out meanes to be 
freed fromit & rbisis properlie {ad- 
neffe ordifcontent, & if she doth 
not prefentlie on a fidden find 
what she defires she enters into 
great 
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great inquietnefle that is reftlefle- 
nefle of her will, which doth noe 
hinder but encreate the evil & at 
| laft the foule enters into a certain 
kind of anguish , & unwonted di- 
ftrefle & want of all courage & 
ftreng th infomuch that she thinks 
there is no remedi¢ to befound to 
her evil , fo that you fee the ine 
quietnefle proceeds, from a difor- 
dinate defire of being freed from the 
-evill we fuffer, or to obrain the 
good we pretend into , & yet shore 
ts noching doth fomuch hinder ci- 
ther as this: defire, if then croffes 
and afflitions are nothing elfe bug 
fomething that goes againft our 
will ,itiscertain when we do not 
receivethem willingly & with cons 
formitie to his» will that {nds 
them, we double our crofle & | 
augment our paines , for we are sy 
ref{t- 
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refilefle & difeontented at what | 
happenstous, & that is that reft- | 
lefnefle & difcontentedneffe but. 
another croffe which we addeto 
the former, if then we intend to. | 
bear our crofle we mutt neceflarlie | 
conforme our will to the will & | 
pleafure ofhim that gives what he | 
thinks moft conducing to draw us | 
off from the love of our owne wills | 
& the affection ofall created goods; | 
now according to the felf fame au- 
thorin the 3. Chapter of his ninth 
booke of the Jove’ of God , this | 
union orconformitie tothe divine 
pleafure in afflictions, is made ci- 
ther by an holie refignation, or a 
mott holie indifferencie. Refigna- 
tion is practifed with a certain for- | 
ce & fubmiffion.:-one would wil- 
linglie live in lieu of dying, yee | 
fince itis Gods pleafure. that we 
. rmouft 
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mult diewe yéildto itz We would: 
willinglie live ifir pleafed God, yea 
farther wewould willinglie that ig 
were his pleafure tharwe should |i- 
ve, wedie willingly yet more wil- 
linglic would we live, we depart 
with a reafonable good will yet 
would we ftay' with a better. Job 
made an act of refignation when 

_ he cryed outin the midft of his tor- 
ments fince we have received the 
good fromthe hand of God why 
should we nor fuftaine the toiles be 
vexations which he’ doth fend use 
he {peakes of fufteining lupporting 
enduring : as it hath pleafed our 
lord:{o wasitdone ourlords name 
be prailed. Thefe are the words of 

| tefignation: & acceptance, by way 
| offufferance & patience. Refigna- 
| tion prefers gods will before alf 
things yet doth it love many other 

L things 
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things befides the willofGod; but 
indifferencie pafleth orefignation 
for it loves nothing but:merely for 
the love of Gods will : infomuch 
that nothing ar all can ftir the indif- 
ferent heart inthe prefence of the: 
will of God.. True it is the: moft 
indifferent heartin the world: may: 
betouched with fome ‘affection, 
whileft yet it difcovers not where 
the will of God is. Eliezer being 
come tothe fountaine of Hara had 
a full view of the virgin Rebecca, 
and without doubt faw hertoo too 
fair & pleafing : howbeit he ftaid 
himfelf-in an indifferencie, till he 
knew by afigne from’ God, that 
the divine will had ordained her a 
wife for his mafters fonne , for then 
he prefented her with Jewels & 
earings , & bracelets of Gold. 
Contrariwife if Jacob had onely 
loved 
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loved in Rachel the alliance with 
Laban to which his father had oblj- 
ged him, Lyahad bin as dear unto 
him as Rachell, they being both 
Labans daughters , & confequent- 
lie his fathers will had bin fulfilled 
inthe one as well as in the other, 
But becaufe beyond his fathers yj] 
he coveted hisowne liking, taken 
with the beutie & lovelineife of Ra- 
chel, he was troubled to efpoufe 
Lyayet by refignation tooke her 
againft his owne will & liking. 

. Butthe indifferent heart ftands 
not thus effected for knowing that 


| tribulation although she be hard 


q 
, 


favered as Lya, leaves not for all 


| tharto be daughter & that a belo- 
| ved onetooto the divine pleafure, 


| 


| 


| 
| 








it loves her as much as confolation, 


| which yetin ir felfis more gracious, 


yeait loves tribulation more, for 
IL 2 that 
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chat it fecth norhing amiable in it, 

faving the figne of Gods will. lf 

pure water onelie be my defire, 

what care I whither or no itbe fer- 

ved upin a golden bolle orinaglaf 
fe, fince 1 am to have the water 

onely, yeal would rather haveitin 

a glaffe , becaufe ithath no other 

eolourthen that of water which I 

alfo have at a fairer view. What 

doth it import. whither Gods-will 

be prefented upto usin tribulation 

orinconfolation , fince I pretend” 
nothing. in either of them, but 
Gods will which apeares fo much 

the better, inthat there apeares no 

other beutie , then that of his eter- 

nal pleafure. 

Heroicall , yea morethen herot- 
call , was the indifferencie of the 
incomparable St. Paul. I am pref- 
(ed faid he on two fides , haying on 
the 
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the one fide a dice to be freed 
from this bodie & to be with J g- 
sus-Curist, whichis incom- 
parably better, yet onthe other fi- 
de I defire to live for your fake. 
Wherein he was followed by that 
great Bishop St. Martin,who being 
gotttothe period of his life, pref 
fed with an extreme defire to go to 
God, did yet teftifie that he would 
moft willinglie remain amongft 
the travails of his charge for the 


‘goodof his flock. Admirable was 


the indifference of the Apoftle, 
admirable that of this Apoftolicall 
man. They feeheaven ftand open 
for them with allits joyes,in earth 
a thoufand toyles, troubles, they 
are indifferentin the choice of et- 
ther , nothing but the will of God 
can counterpoife their hearts. Hea- 
ven apears' no more pleafant then 
L 3 world 











(246) | 
world y miferies (0 Gods good plea 
fure be inthem both : labours are a 
heaven to them, if Gods will be 
found in them , & heaven is an hel! 
if Gods will be not found therin: 
for as David faith , they defire no- 
thing in heaven or earth , bet that 
Gods good plea{ure might be ac- 
complished. O lord what is there 
in heaven for me , or what can I 
detire in earth fave thine owne {el 
fc. 

The indifferent heartisa balle of 
wax in the hand ofits God ready to 
receive all the inpreffions of the 
divine pleafure. Itis a heart equally 
expofed ro all having no other ob- 
ject of its willthen the will of ‘irs 
God, which doth not place its af- 
f ction upon the thing that God 
willeth , but upon the will of God 
that willeth them. Wherupon 
when 
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when it:meetes with Gods will in 
diversthings , itchoofeth that coft 
what it will wherin it appears moft. 

‘Gods will is found in‘ marriage & 
virginitie ; but becaife it is more in 
virginitiethen in marriage jthe in- 
different heart makes choice of vire 
ginitie though it should coft her 
her life , asit did St. Tecla, St. Sect- 
lie St. Agatha, & a thoufand o- 
thérs. Gods willis found: in ferving 
the porreafwell asthe rich , buryet 
fome what more in ferving the 
poore: the indifferent heart will 
make choice of that part.Gods will 
is the foveraign object of the indiffe 
ret foule,'wherefoever it is she runs 
to the odour of its parfumes,dire= 
ing her courfe ftill thither , where 
it moft apeares without anie other 
refsect & she would prife more hell 
with Godswillto boote ;then hea- 
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(248 ) 3 . 
ven without it: Nay she would pres 
fer:hell before it if she Perceiveda 
little more of Godswillin thatthen 
in this, fo thatif by {uppofition of 
an impoffible thing , she could ap- 
prehend heriownedamnation'mo= 
re acceptable to God; then her falva 
tion, she would quit heaven & run 
into hell fire. And this indifferencie 
is to be pradifed in things’ belon 
gingto the'naturat life > asin health, 
licknefle, beutie, deformitie, wea= 
knefle & ftrength , in the affaires 
of the civil life, asin honours , pla+ 
ce.& riches. \Intheaffairesof the 

{pirituall life, asin drineffes , cOn= 

folations, gufts ariditiegsTn actions, 

in {offerances & finally in all fort of 
events, Jobin his naturall life was 
afflicted with a moft horrible foare 


“that ever eye beheld : In his civil liz 
fe was {corned, baffled; contemned 
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& that by his neareft allies. : In his 
{pirituall life he was opprefled with 
languors, gripings, convulfions, 
anguishes , darknefles , & with all 
kind of intollerable interiour ag- 
preivances ,as hiscomplaints & la- 
mentations do witnefle. In like 
manner our faviour was incompa= 
sably afflicted in his civil life being 
condemned as guiltie of treafon 
again{t God & man, beat, buffeted 
{courged & in his natural life dyin 

in the moft cruell & fenfible ror= 
ments hart couldimagine or thin- 
ke in his fpirituall life enduring for- 
rows feares,amazements anguishes, 
interiour Oppreffions fuch as ne- 
ver was or shall be, & in all thefe 
conditions he ftill cryed out fiat vos 
luntas tua. Thy willbe done cv not mie 
neowne. Ifa ftatue placed inthe ga 
lerie of Lome Prince by the flarua- 
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tie were endewed with underftan- 
ding & reafon & could difcourfe & 
talke , & one should afke it fay ing, 
tell me O fair flatua, why art thou 
feated in this hole? It would anfwer, 
becaufe my maifter placed me the- 
re,and if one should replie,but why 
ftayeft thou there withour doing 
anie thing , becaufe would it fay 
my mafter placed me’ not there 
to doe ante thing but to the end 
I should réa@ain immoveable but 
ifone should urge it further faying 
but poor ftatua what art thou the 
betterto remain in this fort : ah 
God would it faye I am not here 
for mine owne intereft & fervice , 
butto obey & accomplish the will 
of my matter & my maker & this 
fufifeth me & if one should yet 
putt another demand in this fore 
gotoo tell me then ftatue I pray: 
not 
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wile ftatua finally an‘were, no I 


Capt). 
not feing thy mafter how dork 
thou takecontentmentto content 
him : no verilie wouldit confefle I 
fee him notindeede for I have eyes 
notto fee, as alfo feet not to walke 
but Tam overjoyed to know that 
my dear mafter {ees my hart , & 
feing metakes pleafure. But ifone 


‘should continue difcourfe with the 


{tatue & should fay unto it, but 


why wouldft thou not at leaft wish 


to have motion that thou mayeft 
aproach near thy: maker to afford 
him fome better fervice doubtiefle 


it would denie it; & proteft it de= 


firedtodo no other thing unleffe 
it were it mafters detire. Is it pofli- 
ble then would one conclude , that 


thou defireft nothing elfe butto be 


an immoveable ftatue in that hol- 
low place; no truely would thae 


ary de- 
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defireto be nothing but-a’ ftatua, 
and a ftatua continually in'this ho- 
le, fo longas my .maifter pleafeth, 
beingcontentto beheer & in this 
nature feing it is his content whos I 
am, & by whomelam whatl am. 
Nothing excepting fin isdone but 
by the will of God called an abfolu- 
te will & of good pleafure , which 
cannot be hindred by man &which 
is not Knowne unto’ us but by the 
effects yet being arrived they make 
manifeft that God willed & deter- 
mined them, lfet,us confider all 
that hath been, is ,& shall bee, and 
tavished with amazement we shall 
be forced to crie outwith the pfal- 
mift O lord I will praife thee becau- 
ie thou artabundantlie magnified, 
thy’ works are wonderfull & my 
foule doth acknowledge them. ve= 
ry much, thy Knowledge is beco- 
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me very admirable to me, it is mae 
de greatnor can I reach to it, & 
from thence we pafle on to a moft 
holie complacence , rejoicing that 
God is fo infinite in wifedome, po- 
wer & goodnefle , which are the 
three divine proprieties wherofthe 
worldis but.a {mall cafteor fcant- 
ling. .Let us behold men & an- 


gells & all the varietie of nature , 


qualities,conditions, faculties , affe- 
ctions, paflions, graces & priviled- 
ges which the divine..providence 
hath eftablished in the innumera- 
ble number of thofe havenlie in- 
telligences & humane creatures 
upon which Gods juftice & mercy 
is fo admirably practifed we can- 
not. but.confefle that juftice & jud- 
gement are the works of the al- 
mightie & take an exceeding com- 
placence to fee how God exer 
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etfeth his mercy by the fundrie be= 
nefits which’ he doth’ diftribute’ a- 
mongft men & angélls in heaven 
& in-earth & how he praétifeth his 
juftice by an infinite variety of pai- 
nes and chaftilements for his juftice 
& mercy‘are equally amiable in 
them felves, fince both of them'aré 
no other thing then che fame mot 
fingular goodnefle & dictie. But 
the eff. & of his joftice being al- 
wayessharpe & full of bitternefle 
to us‘he fweetens them with the 
mixture of the effects of his mercy, 
fo,death afflictions, anguishes,, la- 
bours wherofour life is full which 
by Gods juft ordinances are the 
ponishement of fin are alfo by his 
milde mercy made ladders’to af: 
cendto heaven , meanes to eneréa- 
fe grace & merits to obtain glorie. 
Blefled is povertie’, hunger , thirft, 
for- 
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forrow, ficknefle, perfecution death 
for in truth they are the juft puni- 
shements of fin , yct punishement$ 
fotcafoned with the divine goodnef 
fe that,they are to be defired, & mott 
of all be beloved. Ifthe damned we 
re not blinded by their obftinacie & 
hatred which they conceive again 
God , they would find confolation 
in their torments & fee the divine 
mercie admirably difperfed a- 
mongft their eternallie tormenting 
flames, fo that the faints confide- 
ring onthe one fide the torments 
of the damned fo horrible & dread 
fullthey praife Gods juftice init, & 
ery out thou artjuft o lord, thou 
art juft & juftice for ever raines 
in thy judgements but feing on the 
other fide that thefe paines though 
eternal & incomprehenfible come 
yet far shore of the faule & sd are 
Or 
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for which they tuffer them» ravi- 
shed with Gods infinite mercie, 
O lord will they fay how good 
thou art, fince in the very heate 
of thy wrath, thou canft not kees 
pein the torrent of thy mer cy , 
hat. it ftreame. not its waters to 
the devouring flames of hell it felf, 
& then turning our eyesupon our 
felvesin particular, & finding in us 
divers exteriour & interiour goods 
asalfo divers exteriour & interiour 
paines , which the divine providen- 
ce hath prepared for us, according 
to his moft holie juftice & mercy, 
opening the armes of our confentr, 
we do moft lovinglie embrace all, 
refting in Gods moft holie will , & 
finging unto him by way of an 
hymne of eternal repofe , thy will 
be donein earth as it is in heaven, 


Olordthy will be done in earth, 


whe- 
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where we have no pleafure which 
is notinterlaced with fome paine, 
no rofes without thornes , no day 
fo'dlear than is.not followed with 
fome night, no fummer that hath 
notits winter on the earth where 
confolations are thin fowen , & de- 
folations thick , leryet O God thy 
willbedonenot onecly in keeping 
thyycommandments councells & 
in{pirationsi which are to be/practt- 
fed by-us , but alfoin the fufferance 


_ of afflitions. & paines which are 
to fall upon.us, fo that thy will may 
| berdon: for.us, in & with us 
 whatisthought good to thee. A- 
| mene « , ' 


CHAP- 
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CHAPT ER XIV. 


VVe ought to bear'our Croffes witha 
great efteem of them &.thinke our 
 felves unworthy of them. 


E should firft fee if we can 

comprehend what paradife 
is, what'an eternitie‘of glory is; 
nay what God himfelf is , before 
we can beablétotakea juft efteem 
ofthe Crofle & its true valew be- 
caufe by feparating us from the 
earth, by difengaging' us« from 
Creatures, in-forcing usto renoun- 
ce our felves ,itdoth introduce us 
advantageouflie into an eternitie of 
glorie, & puts us into the joyfull 
poflefion of God himfelf, & the- 
reforeit iscertain that we can. ne-= 
ver fufficientlie enough efteem & 
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pnfe the crofles we receave fo 
| much as they merite. St.) Terefeaf= 
furesus in the booke she writt of 
the wayes of perfe@ion , that con= 
templatives ufuallie efteem troubles 
as othersdo gold & prctious fto- 
nes ; It isevidentlie clear thata fou- 
lethat is truly enlightned will ma- 
_ Ke more account of a good Crof- 
fe , then of all the riches of the 
world, of a good affront more 
then of all the honours of the 
world. She would have given all 
that she had the moft pretious in 
the world, all crownes & diadems if 
_ shehad them forthe moft rrouble- 
fome humiliations. Ignominics & 
confufions are more deare unto 
her then all the applaufés of 
-men, she would rather choofe 
— to be loaded with ‘all forts of dif 
graces, & thatthey should through 
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dirt & dung upon her as she paf- 
fedin the ftreets , then to be made 
“much off & to havea glorious eftcé 
& good liking. I my felf knew a 
perfon ofan eminent virtue & pie- 
tiewell verfed in thefe truthes thar 
did proteft that she should find a 
great deale of paine & difficultieto 
withftand the attacques which felf 
love & defire of her owne intereft 
would make her, ifshe should un- 
derftand that she was condemned 
to the gallows. This is a ftrange 
Kind of guft will the Philofophers 
& fages ofthe world fay , but it js 
certain that it is the fentimenr & 
feeling of a God made man who 
lived for no other intent then to 
dye upon a Gibbet. 

Many faints filled with the veri- 
ties of thefe knowledges have of- 
ten times ufed great pennances , ig 
@) = 
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obtain this favour of God tharthey’ 
might fuffer: our B. Saviour did- 
once revealeittoa holte perso that 
the greateft croflés were the do- 
nairtcs he beftowed upon his grease 
teft favorites, forthe fake & upon 
the account ofhis moft holié mo- 
ther, &ifthis be fo, it is very clear 
that we are unworthy of fo greatan 
honour as to foffer for his fake & 
our owne. Our fins {aid a devout 
foule deferve rather thatwe should 
have apart with the men of this 
-worldin honours & riches , & the- 
—réfore he wondred he was not in 
the number of thofe that were 
rich & glorious according to the 
valuation of the world : & furely 
~weshall find that oftentimes this is 
the portion of thofe thar are repro- 
bared. Do you not fee {aid this ho- 
ly perfonage that the great Turke 
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is one of the greateft enemies of 
Jssus-Curist ,. & yet he hath 
moft riches moft goods, moft plea- 
fures & honours. The poore , the 
abject , the humbled thofe are the 
favorites of Jesus-Curist. who 
have the honnour to fittat his ta- 
ble & drinke of his Cup ; for the 
fon of Godhim felf was nousithe 
& fed with opprobious language 
contempt & difgraces. The holy 
man father J ohn dela Croix knew 
this truth very well, when this a- 
dorable Saviour putcit to his choice 
toaske what he would have in re- 
compenfe for thofe. great labours. 
& paines he tooke in his fervice , 
lord, anfwered this admirable Saint 
I aske nothing elfe, no other -fa- 
vour of you but to {uffer fome- 
thing for your fake , & to be di- 
{pifed & contemnedas you were. 
: The 
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The foule ( faith St. TereGain the 
- fixth {tation of the interiour caftell). 
certainely knowes with all cer- 
taintic that she doth not deferveto 
fuffer the leaft incovenience for the 
love of her. redeémer, how much 

| morenot to endurea greater croft 
fe,& therefore the perfons that find 
themf{elvesin the'conditions ofcrof 
fes should take heed thou should 
| not fo much efteem their ftate & 
| condition, & take a fecret kind of 
| pride and, complacence & {ubtile 
efteem of them{elves..O' my foule 
the reft of our dayes shall be fpent 
‘In a more profound reverence & 
| refpect forthe wayes of the Crof- 
fe, wayesthatare troublefome to 
Maturehumiliant before men , but 
very holie & fandtified in the or- 
der of Grace,& altogether glorious 
in the eyes of God & of his angells. 
Let 
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Let usfollowour Mafter thatwent 
before us, & efteem our felves hap-. 
py with him when we are {poke ib 
& mifufed when they curle & re- 
vile us, when we are hated, rejected 
& caft off by.all the world, when: 
we are in lamentations, in teares‘&& 
mourning. i} 
We refpedt & that with reafon | 
too , the images & pictures of the 
crofle which yet many times are 
nothing elfe but pwood & paper ,”| 
with greater reafonthen we should: 
venerate them ‘in living images as’ 
all Chriftiansare. Ifever we enter | 
into thofe houfes that areun happy | 
in theeyesof the world where we | 
shall find nothing but a miferable | 
familie where we shall underftand) 
nothing but fighes& groanes,whe-" 
re we shall {ee nothing but povertie 
& miferies, let us Rop & ftand ou 
oO 
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of refpect & reverence, & imagine 
to.ourfelves thatthey.are- the Jou- 
vresé& palaces of a) crucified. Dicty 
& donot we know that hofpitales 
which are the places ‘of ficknefles 
& griefes have obtained the privi= 
ledge to be called. Hoftels de Dieu , 
the houfes of God. A priviledge which 
Asgiven to.no other places. O what 
a happinéfle would it be ifwe could 
find out acreature that is the out- 
calt& fcum of theworld who could 
not {peake or give the leaft signe 
but prefentlie-he- is, thruft out of 
the companie, abandoned by alf 
his friends » & who-was reduced to 
the utmoft’ extremitie by ‘the 
privation of his goods’ of his ho- 
nour, & of all things chat mighe 
content: his: fences; in honour 
to fuch aperfon we ought to bend 
to the ground & when we have 
M done 
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done that kiffe it, to fignifie the 
Reverence we owe to the perfon 
that pafled by , for the crofle whe- 
refoever it apears deferves a vene- 
ration that is altogether partict- 
lar. 

And yet we muft needs confefle 
that the number of thofe that tru- 
ly follow their maifter is very rare 
& that even amongft thofe that 
profeffe the greatett piety & devo- 
tion ; alas if we looke after a devo- 
tion it muft be one that is carefled, 
applauded , approved & efteemed 
the perfons that are to be directed 
run after thofe directeurs that are 
in efteem & no preachers are to be 
heard but thofe have thar the vo- 
eue, without much confidering the 
effeéts & eventsthat follow for the 
gloric of God, Nature finds its way 
th:oughall paflages, when we have 
left 
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left the world , & its converfations, 
ne would find our eafe & repofe 
amongft the people of pietie & de- 
votion , of whome we defire to be 
beloved , & thinke our felves hap- 
pie when we are efteemed & caref- 
fed by thofe of our owne pro- 
feffion. Experience doth dayly 
showe us, that in all things wee fee- 
ke our felves & our owne content 
& fatisfaction but we muft endea- 
vourto efteem our crofles & then 
we shall not much care what ir is 
we bear , & who it is we futte it 
from, 
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CHAPTER XV: 


That we ought to bearour Croffe 
with loye. 


Ove of the Croffe’ followes 

the efteem we have of itfor we 
love things in proportion to’ the 
efteem we carri¢ of them, we need 
not goe far'to fetch arguments to 
convince anie one ofthis truth for 
they may be eafilie convinced of 
thelove rhey ought to bear to their 
crofles & fince God almightie hiav- 
{elf hath loved them they muft 
needs become amiable , & he hath 
loved them with inexplicable ar- 
dours of his affection & therefore, 
they ought to be the fubject of our 
moft ftrongeft complaifances, let 
men of the world fay what they 
: SN pleafe 
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pleafe, & let them joyne their 
heads together to infinuate the 
contrarie we muft fill be of the 
opinion of a Deified man all the 
men of the world may be decei- 
ved & be deceivers themlelves, but 
God cannot nor will nor deceive 
either himfelf orus, & he that fol- 
lows his footfteps walkes in the 
light & in the truth , but all other 
wayes are out of the roade & full 
of darkenefles & ob{curities. 
~©The adorable Jesus , our God, 
alwayes loved fufferances , they 
were his treafure, his joy , his glo= 
rie his delight, his heart, his love: 
He efpoufed the crofle in his en- 
trace into this world, & calls himfelf 
the man of forrows , which he did 
not leave till he left his life. You 
would fay that he could not find 
termes to exprefle the love that he 
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(270) 
bore to his crofle & his paines & 
the infinite inclination he alwayes 
hadto fuffer them , it was not fuffi- 
cientto fay he had a defire but he 
affures us he defired them with a 
defire, that isto fay with a defire 
that» neither men or angells can 
comprebend, thelove of the crof- 
fe did prefle him: {o forcibly that he 
cries out aloudeto alll havea bap- 
tifme to be baptifed, fpeaking of 
his paffion & how.am I prefled un- 
till it be accomplished But this lo- 
ve did fo continuallie poflefle hiaip 

that in thatvery time wherin heen 
deavoured to fet forth the fplendor 
ofhis glorie with the greateft ad- 
vantage he prefently entertains 
himfelf & his auditors withthe re- 
membrance ofthe peines he was to 
fuffer , & thisis not all for he is fo 
tran{ported with the love of the 
cro{- 















(271), | 
croffe’, that he called the: Prin 
ce of the Apoftles , Satan, when 
he by a naturall goodnefle would 
needs have endeavoured to free 
him from it , & calls Judas his 
onclie friend, when he showed 
him the meanes to arrive to his de- 
fired pretenfions, hetold St. Pe- 
ter in this occafion that he 
should depart from him , that he 
was.a fcandal unto him, & arri- 
fing went to meet the difciple that 
was to betray him & give him the 
kilfe of peace. St. Marie Magdalei- 
nehisbeft beloved muft have no- 
thing elfe but his feete St. John that 
- was alwayes his favorite his breaft, 
but his mouth mutft be referved to 
Judas I{cariotes , & how can we 
know thefetruths , & how can we 
underftand all thefe pretious lo- 
veo Of JEsus-CuR1sT, wite 
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(272) 
hout taking fire & be altogether 
enflamed after peines & futtcran- 
ces. 

O fweet , happie & delightfull 
news, whenwe aretold’, that all 
the world doth leave us, " & even 
thofe which we never thought of, 
Go go be gon creatures retire your 
felves in good time your elongatios 
are to us the fweet aproaches of our 
Creatour , & how happie & thrice 
blefled is the change, God for the 
the Creature, Ged for the’Creature) 
O my foule what cheat can be mo- 
re func & troublefome then to 
fecke after confolation eafe & re- 
pofe in any created exiftence , O 
falie confolations you are great & 
true defolations, & thofe that thin- 
keto find any true joy inyou do 
like thofe that fallinto fome deepe 
ayia, they catch at every thing 
they 
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they meet withall hoping to finda 
{table fupport that may hinder 
them from falling, but alas they are 
but ftrawes & bushes & cannot hel 
pe'them out when) God hath a 
mind to draw usintothe abyffe of 
affliction , into the abyfle of what 
weare nothing,to the glorious loffe 
of our felves, we ftillareen deavou- 
ring to ftick to all forts ofcreatures 
we meet withall , thinking to find 
a little eafe but alas we are mift 
aken , if we intend to find that wé 
muft Jett our felvesbe drownedin 
the aby{me of the dietie & leave all 

creatures. O Divine Abyffe, lee 
my wretched foule be’ alwayes loft 
in you, that ir may never be found 

by anie creatures or created. plea- 

fure. How greathath your blind- 

nefle , yourfinfen&bilitie j hitherto 

been. Adore & accept with the 

! point 











(2 
point of your fpiric all the croffes 
& perfecutions the. divine provi- 
denceshall fendyou, & fay with 
the good St. Andrew. O Bona Crux 
diu defiderata @ concupifcenti animo 
preparata gaudens venio ad te. O 
Blefled & adorable Crofle , I recet- 
ve you with a joyfull & contented 


“mind & fince itisnot yet Knowne 


ofwhat wooed thar of our B. Sa- 
viours was made,! am indifferentto 
all fortswhich he shall fend , wit- 
hout choice or eleétion: interiour 
or exteriour lighte or heavy, from 
friends & Enemies, of long or 


short duration, honourable or 


difgracefull my joy shall be that 
they are fent me by his paternal 
hand for his glory & mine owne fal 
vation. 
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AT SACBIL. © 


Of the thing contained im 
this treatife. 


C Hapterl. That we muft all ne> 
ccffarly go on in the van of 
the Croffe. pag. 7 

Chap. II. Croffes are amarke of Pre- 
deftination and of an high Predefti» 
nation. 20 

Chap. III. The Cau/fes of our Croffes. 
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Chap. IV. Ofthe Paines of the Minde 
C firft of the tentations of linia 
blafpbemie & difpaire. 4t 

Chap. V. Of the tentation of reproba- 
tion, difcouragement CF difpaire. 50 

Chap. VI. Of Peines caufed by the 
Devils. 74. 

Chap. VII. Of thofe Paines that are 
finn aturall. 8 

Chap. VIII. Ofthe caufes of the caf 
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vefaid paines @ a continuation of the 


precedent fubject. 103 
Chap. 1X. .of. sickneffes , & aban~ 
ee» of creatures. 145 
Chap. X. of the loffeofhonour ; and 
| verfecutions of the world. 194. 
Chap. XI. Of Perfecutions both of the 
world, 7 of the coodg > 163 


Chap. XII. The perfect Croffedn the 
Per(ons of the B. Henrie de Sufoy & 
the glorieus St. Terefia Reformatrix 


of the Carmes. 181 
Chap. XL) Héw we ought to bear 
our Croffes. 223 


Chap. XIV. Ve ought to bear our 
Croffes with agreat efteem of them 
& thinke our felves unworthy of 


them. 258 
Chap. XV. that we ough if to bearour 
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